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AD VE RTISEMENT 
OF THE - 
TRANSLATOR 


HE Author of this ingenious and 
diverting Piece, if we may gueſs 


from ſome Paſlages interperſed in it, as well 


as from a Similitude of Stile throughout 
the whole, 15 already well known to the 
World for Works of Imagination, and 
has had the Happinels to ſucceed in them 
beyond moſt others of his Age. This, at 


leaſt, is my Opinion; but for fear I ſhould 


be ſingular in it, I chuſe not to point out 
the Writer; I mean becauſe I am 
convinced, that if my Conjecture be well 
founded, the particular Marks that led 
me into it with have the ſame EFe&t on 
AA Others. 


(ir 


others. The chief Deſign of this Adver- 


tiſement, is only to inform the Reader, 


that I wiſh I could have obliged him in 


one Thing, which perhaps he may often 


think wanting : I mean, a compleat Key 
to the Characters drawn in this Perfor- 
mance, the whole Satire of which, there. 1s 

ood reaſon to imagine, 1s perſonal. I 
could eaſily have done this to a great Num- 
ber of the Portraits, the Originals of which 
are publickly known; but, for the very 


Reaſon that they are thus known, they 
want no Key at all; and I did not chuſe 
to give one that would be imperfect, be- 
cauſe I am in hopes the Author, whoever 


he be, will ſhortly preſent us with one 


himſelf. Then we may be able, as he ad. 
viſes in the Perſon of As A ROT RH, to 
compare all along the Pictures and Ori- 


ginals together, which we now can do in 


ſome Places; and be as well acquainted 
with his Capuchin Friar, as with his Sieur 


de Tol VvAIRE. In the mean Time, there 


can be no Want of Entertainment in any 


Chapter of this Book; and perhaps there 1 
will be ſome Advantage in having one 


Part of our Curioſity ſuſpended 7 that when 3 


we. & 


_ —— 


* — 


* [ „ 2 
we get this Piece of Information, we may 


return with new pleaſure to the Converſa- 
tion of our good-natured communicative 


Devil, whoſe Narratives are all ſeaſoned 
with that Salt which is ſo peculiarly ne- 


1 ceſſary in Works of this Nature. 
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The A THOR's 


PREFACE. 


Di AR. Publick, I am extremely em- 

barraſſed. I am to give you an Idea 
of my Work, and know not how to go 
ove 1 it. Become an Author by the ſpe - 
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cial Favour of Deſtiny, and, what is more, 
a diabolical Author; my Preſumption, | * 
no. ways inferior to that of all my Bre- | : 
thren, would almoſt incline me to give 
; you a Panegyrick of this Book. If I Tol- 4 : 
lowed this Inclination, which is uſually * * 
] unſurmountable among us Authors, per- 
N haps, authoriſed by Cuſtom, I ſhould find |; | 
N the moſt pathetic Expreſſions, to make 
you believe that, ſince the Invention of 4 N 
4 Printing, the Preſs has never furniſhed a- 
4 ny thing ſo fine, I ſhould very naturally ky 
. finiſh this Maſter-piece of Rhetorick T A | ; 2 
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them. Beſides, wha does not know 
* that every Man has his particular Taſte, 


ſhort Period, to inform you, that this 


Production coſt me but very little Pains, 
ard, if I may be allowed the Expreſſion, 


no more than the Trouble of ſetting down 
my Thoughts on Paper, in proportion as 
they aroſe to my imagination. Doubtleſs, 


friendly Reader, you would not. have be- 
lieved me. Yet. I had fallen into this 


Fault, the favourite Vice of Writers, but 


for the Admonition of AST ARO T EH, who, 
you may eaſily perceive, is not a Devil 
of the worſt Sort. What are you 


ce thinking of?“ ſaid he, when 1 had ; 


communicated to. him my Project. 
Learn that nothing is more inſipid, 


©. nor more diſagrecable to the Publick, 


& than ſuch kind of Prefaces where. 
„ in an, Author praiſes himſelf : They 
are often dictated by Vanity, but often- 
<< er by a reaſonable Apprehenſion that no- 
dy elſe will take the Pains of praiſing 


© and judges, of things according to his 
favourite Prejudice? Do we not every 
« Day ſee the {ame Book that pleaſes one, 
<. tire another, and to a third ſeem utter 
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& Iy odious? Such will be * fortune of 


« yours. Diverting to thoſe who read 
*« only for Amufement, it will contract 


„ the Brows of your Men of ſevere 
„ Morals, who pretend that their Taſte 


5* ought to be univerſal, and that there is 


** nothing good which has not their Apprc- 


< bation. But above of all, added he at dif- 


& ferent repriſals, take care not to pre- 

vent the Publick in your Favour, That 
& Cuſtom, uſual as it is among the Au- 
c thors of your Age, is abſolutely contrary 


e the Man of good Senſe.” 


From this Reflection, which is not ver 
diabolical, tho' made by As r A ROTH, 
it reſults, chat the Attribute of Devil, which 


we give him in the Title of this Book, 
ſignifies nothing more than a penetrating 
Genius, which, by long Experience of 


the World, has diſcovered a great many 
Things without the Help of Magick. In 


a Word, what can be more natural 
than to fay what one knows, and relate 


what one has ſeen? All the Difficulty then 
conſiſted in giving ſuch a Style to this 


Narration, 


„ to Common Senſe, and favours more of 


„ the Quack, than the Philoſopher, or 


e\ + wad PA bf: 


— —— — 


rey 
F Narration, as is ſuitable to Works of this 
z Sort, and ſufficiently merry to amuſe the 
3 Reader, Hic labor, hoc opus eſt - and to 
6 this all the Work of the Author was re- 
: duced, 
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5. 54 1. 11, for Plus voluit, read Deus 
vluit, 
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READER, 


Rejudice, Reader, is a ſtrange Thing : 1 ! 

ſpeak it not at all to thy praiſe, but thou 
. . knoweſt it to be true. A mere nothing, 
againſt all the Rules of Equity, charms thee, 
prevents thee, offends thee, raiſes thy Reſent. * 
ment. Thou decideſt often from Appearance 
only, and ſeldom on the fide of Truth. Me. 
thinks, already, I fee thee ſtart upon viewing 
the frightful Title that my Hiſtory preſents,” ” 
and hear thee cry out with Horror, Oh ! the 
Devil! the Devil! Tis aTreatiſe of the Black 
Art, a Book that ought to be burned.— But 
have a little patience Reader; recover thy Spi- 
Tits, and for once make uſe of thy Reaſon 


Upon the Honour of As r ARO T EH, thy Terra 
is without Foundation, and will blindly throw. 


V. CI. 


tkee upon the Rock of Miſtake, I know very 
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CHAP 


Gentleman in Love having If himſelf in 

the Appenine Mountains, diſcovers a Her- 
mit of a ſtrange Specie, Mhs this Hermit is, 
and the beginning of his Adventures. Page 1 


| CHAF I 
Cupit Maſqued : Or, the Hi /tory of Sifter Co Rx 
NICHON,and thearquis de Stu LIN. p. 23 


CHAP III. | 
3 ASTAROTH at Court, What he fees, end 


> what he does there. | *s 


[ CHA F Iv. 3 
7 Of the Occupations of ASTAROTH, as an He- 
rleſſaſtical Chancellor . P. 50 


* New Sights which the DEVIL HERMIT i045 

entertained with at the Court of *** p. 62 
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| The unfortunate Lovers : Or the Hiftory of Don 

; BERNARa, and Madam URSULA. p. 85 
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"H$OOR. I, 


. 

Sequel of the Hiſtory o Sifter CoRNICHON. 

ASTAROTH the Duana of a young Lady of” 
Fificen, | p. 101 


The Stratagems of Duanas: Or, the Hiſtory of 
the Count de BELAIR, and ſULIA de St 
FLORENZZ O. eee 


CHAT ML 


Sequel to the Hiſtory of the Count de BELAIR, 
and Miſs JULIA de FLORENZO, p. 118 


CHAP. IV. 
ASTAROTH, 4 Mendicant Friar, p. 125 
CHAP. V. 


AsrT ARO T EH, chief of the Grand Signior's Eu- 
nuchs. The Tragical end of the Brother Queſ- 
tor. | p. 1 38 


A | 

Intrigues in the Grand Signior's Seraglio. p. 14 

CHAP vll. 

Ye ml 'y of ZARAandTULTIAN Conna = 
OS | p. 
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4 Chevalier treats ASTAROTH Il, and for | 

0 what Reaſon, | p. 166 | 
1 CHAP, . | 
Þ 


De virtues of the Scapulary: Or, the Hiſtory of | 
Frlatber CASIMIRE, a bare-footed Carmelite. 1 
The Deliverance of As ARO TH, who diſ- 
enchants the Chevalier, and leis him ſee his 
Miſtreſs in all her Deformity. p. 176 
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The Author males his Peace with As r ARO T E, 

” who infor ms him of ſome remarkable Facts, and 

gives him a great deal of Advice, The Au 

thor follows that of returning to his native 

Country. p. 1 
| CHAP: IF: 


The Author is tranſported into the Capital of the 
- Univerſe. Changes that had happened during 
the time he was abſent, He meets with an 
* Adventurer, whom he knew formerly, and 
r who tricks him of a good part of his Fewels. 
FT | P · 193 a 
Diificulties the Author is left in, through the 
| Knavery of the Marquis, To get out of them © 


5 he 
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Liv] 
Be is obliged to fall his Equipage. The Con- 
dition he is reduced to, and his Reſolution 10 
quit Paris. p. 208 
| E 


The Evening before his departure, the Author has 
a Viſion, which obliges him to go the next Day 
to the Palace of Luxembourg: His Rencoun- 
ter with ASTAROTH there: The ſeveral 
Converſations they have together, and their 
concerting a new Ramble. P. 212 


CHA r. WII. 


Ilia of the Author. By the Advice of Ae. 


TAROTH he deceives his counterf#it Friends, 


CHAP. VIII. 
Sequel of the preceding: Converſations of thi Au- 
Perſons, whom they meet by chance. They paſs 
"take his flight into another Country, p. 247 


fells his falſe Fewels for good ones, and ſets 
Holland. deſcription of that Country. p. / 39 


thir with ASTAROTH, concerning ſeveral- 


«thre divers Cities. ASTAROTH' 75 forced to 
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well that you Men paint us under horrible Co- 
' fours, as Fire-Brands of Hell, Spirits inclined 
to Miſchief only, terrible Perſecutors of ali 


Virtue, profeſſed Enemies to all human Hap- 


pineſs. Admit that we are ſo, and that we 
are ſometimes deſcribed like ourſelves; it muſt 


be owned, at the ſame Time that we often look 
leſs like Devils in thoſe Pictures than like 
Men. You would fain caſt on us all the Ini- 
quity of human Frailty: Man, to excuſe his 
own Crime, pretends, from a fond illuſion, 


to find in us the genuine Source of his blackeſt 


Actions. But this is a poor unprofitable Fiction! 
The true Devil that hurts him is his own 
Paſſion. However you may think of that, As- 
ARO T aſſures thee, that for his part, far 


from attempting to ſeduce, he aims only to 


inſtru thee, His Project is laudable and full 
of Charity, If it appears to thee an abſurd 


Problem, that a Spirit of Falſehood ſhould 


ſpeak the Tzuth, read this Work, and judge 
of it for thyſelf ; look at his Sketches, his va- 


rious Pictures; compare them with their Ori- 


ginals, and thou ſhalt know them. All the 
World ſwarms with Crimes; but thou wilt 


find here more eſpecially thoſe of the Grate, 


the Diſorders of, the Cloiſter traced to the Life. 

That is not all: It is the deſign of this Work 
aht the Errors of another ſhould mte tee 
| {am2wat 


E 


| ſomewhat the wiſer. But I conclude this Ad- 
4 dreſs, which is long enough already: for after 
6 | having given thee this charitable Advice, thou 
; wilt own that 1 muſt need be a good ſort of 
: a Devil, - 
1 | 
. 
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THE 
DEVIL HERuIT; 
OR, T-HE | 


ADVENTURES 
ASTAROTH 


Baniſhed from HELL. 
'The FIN BOOK. 
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CHAP. l. 


A Gentleman in Love, having Loft bimſelf in 
the Appenine Mountains, diſcovers a 
HERMIT of a ſtrange Specie. Who this 
HERMIT ig, and the Beginning of his 


Adventures. 

E ramble thro' the moſt conſiderable places 
in Europe, I came into Italy at tie 

end of the year 1736. I had already for two 

years wandered from province to Province, and 

| from 


NG AGE D by an itch of travelling to 


—— — — — 
— — 


| | 2 | 7 be Devil , === 


from city to city, when my poor delicate carcaſe, 
fatigued by theſe long journies, was of a ſudden 
ſeized with an acute fever, which, after many 
remedies taken, left me in a languid condition, 
and a very troubleſome miſanthropy. 

; My ſoul, clouded with ſorrow, looked wildly 
aƷʒbout her, without hxing to any object, I was 
| then at Bologna, a city agreeable and voluptu- 
| ous, where the fair ſex is neither unhandſome nor 
| unkind. One day lolling careleſly on a window, 
I beheld a young lady, Whoſe beauty and mag- 
nificent dreſs equally ſtruck me. The gallery 
in which ſhe walked was near the chamber I 
Jodged in. This amiable object awakened all 
my ſenſes, and made me aſſume ſome foppiſh 
airs, which ſhe took notice of, A charming 


ſmile, with which ſhe repayed my reverence, gave 
[' me the courage to enter into converſation with 
ber. My politeneſs pleaſed her, as her wit 


charmed me: inſenſibly I offered her my heart, 
= and ſhe promiſed me her eſteem. 


4F Her very eaſy behaviour, which however 


Was nothing but the pure effect of her educa- 
tion, filled me with ideas, and thoſe ideas led 
; me a great length: in a word, I perſuaded my- 
ſelf it "might be eaſy to conduct this HELEN to 
Paphos, there to offer incenſe: with her to 
Venus. 

Such is almoſt continually the error of young 
xerſons : they perſuade themſelves that the ci- 


= vilities of 2 lady are the forerunners of ap- 


proaching victory; they form projects upon her 


Honour, without conſidering that there is often 
i” found 
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The Devil Hermit. 3 
found in that ſex a virtue and conſtancy proof 
againſt all the ſnares of love. Deceived by ap- 
pearances, I built many caſtles in Spain: 
But all theſe chimerical edifices vaniſhed away, 
and nothing was left me, as the fruit of my 
pains, but a violent paſſion that had like to turn 
my brain. 

Mean time the idea of my future happiness 

made a prodigious change in my perſon. From 
that very moment my effeminate face reſumed 
its former colour; my languor left me, and the 
inquietudes of love took place of my indiffe- 
rence. This metamorphoſis gave me charms: 
but I admired thoſe charms mytelf alone, white 
my miſtreſs took no notice of them. For two 
months together I had played the part of Don 
QU1xoT "*wondroufly well; I had made uſe of 
prayers, tears, ſighs, and all in vain, Amo- 
rous even to ane 1 formed the noble reſo- 
Jution to throw myſelf headlong into the ſea, 
and was muſing on the execution of this fine 
project, when I was diverted from it by the at- 
rival of a monk, who came luckily to my 
aſſiſtance. It was a fat mendicant, young and 
jolly, to whom I regularly gave charity every 
week, Perceiving the ſorrowful plight I was 
in, he, with continual tciting, and making a 
thouſand hariequinades, obliged me to diſcover 
the cauſe of my chagrin. Theſe fort of people 
in that country are very charitable ; it is with 
regret they ſee a man burn with a fruitleſs paſ- 
ſion for an inhuman creature, Mediators of the 
farr ſex, they know RC how to bring to- 
B 3 getler 
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4 Me Devil Hermit. ; 
gether an amorous. couple. As they love pro- | 7 
pagation extremely, and are not alone ſufficient ff 

for all the operations of that great work, they 
believe it is for the intereſt of human kind not 
to let ſo many lovely creatures remain uſeleſs, 
and therefore furniſh them with means for a- 
voiding the. ſcandal and curſe of ſterility. Their 
high employment gives them every where admit- 
| tance, and they know all the corners and nooks * 
of a city. Crafty to the laſt degree, they ſo 
d-xterouſly act their parts, that they are admi- 
red by all the female republic. But their la- 
bours are worthy of reward; without paying 
them well, it is in vain to hope for good for- 
tune. 

This Mr SAN CT IT, informed of the ſource 
of my illneſs, burſt out into ſuch a laugh, as at 
firſt put me in a paſſion, and ſcarce could I for- 
bear making him feel my reſentment! Gently, 
good Sir, (cricd he in a kind of fright, ſeeing 
me ready to curry his h. de) a little patience 2 1 
you pleaſe! I was never in love with thoſe 
blows, and therefore pray compoſe yourſelf ! ! 1 
Theſe words had not been ſufficient to appeaſe 
my reſentment, if the good father had not ad- 
ded, that he had an infallible way to make me 
beloved by her who was the cauſe of my tor- 
ment. His whole quackery, however, conſiſted 
only in making my purſe fifty crowns lighter, | 
Charmed with his promiſes, I made him the pre- 
fent with infinite joy: the hopes of approach- | 
ing ä were more dear to me than all 
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thing favourable to my paſſion, quite ſick of 
the farce, I threw both idol and formulary anto 
the flames, This juſt indignation preſerved 
my liberty: two hours after came the emiſſa- 
= ries of the holy inquiſition to ſearch my cham- 
ber, when luckily they found me not at home, 


The Devil Hermit. 5 
the riches in the world, Could any thing: be 


more extravagant ? 
The ſorceries he was to employ to make me 


happy were mere trifles in themſelves : but the 


venerable and facred inquiſition regarded them 
with another eye. In the country where I was, one 
muſt not play with the ceremonies of religion. 


This ſpecific philtre conſiſted of a little puppet, 


and ſome conſecrated wax, taken from the paſ- 


cal taper, with a formulary of prayers almoſt 
like that of St JuLtan. It is certain | was 
neither hypocritical nor ſuperſtitious ; but the 
violence of my paſſion had blinded me to that 
degree, that I executed literally all theſe mum - 
meries for more than five days together, What 


a fool does love make a man] However, ſecing 


that neither pagod nor prayers produced any 


C 


The riſque I had run could not cure the 


3 fooliſn paſſion that diſturbed my underſtanding. 


I gave way more than ever to its violence, and 


like a true madman took it in my head to range 
the foreſts, without keeping to any direct way. 


All my nouriſhment conſiſted of herbs and wild 
fruits, and the only conſolation I had was that 


of carving the name and eypher of my miſtreſs 


upon the bark of trees. This wandering life 
produced its effect. I relapſed into a more in- 
B 3 firm 
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firm ſtate of health than J had ever been in be- 


fore, and my love diminiſhed with my bodily 


vigour, By little and little my eyes were 
opened; I acknowledged my error, tho? late, and 


reſolved to employ the remainder of my ſtrength 
toreturn into the country which my extravagance 


had made me leave. Bewildered in the midſt of 
a deſart foreſt, I travelled many days without f 


finding the path by which I had entered. The 


difficulties I met with drove me to deſpair, 
Obliged to perch at night upon trees, I ſaw 


nothing in the day but wild beaſts, which 


made me every moment in dread for my life. 
I know not why I was yet afraid of death, in a 
ſituation that ought to have made it defirable. | 
But that weakneſs I had, if it may be called a 


weakneſs in mortals. I came into the foreſt ; 


Why, faid I to myſelf, cannot I go out? How ' 


mary. unhappy perſons, who have been caſt a- 


way on deſolate iſlands by ſhipwreck, have made 
their eſcape ? A thouſand ſuch reflexions as theſe 
revived my courage, and poſieſſed my brain 


when I was awake, Sometimes indeed my 


thoughts were of a different nature. My lot 


appeared moſt deplorable, and I curſed the paſ- 
tion that had drawn me into a labyrinth from 


which J had no hopes of eſcaping. One evening, 


when the heavens were wrapped in clouds, and 


my mind was agitated by cruel reflexions, I 


perceived a light of a ſudden that ſtruck my 
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eyes, and. appeared not to be far diſtant. Im- 
mediately forgetting the hazard I ran, in tra- 


velling by nigh thro” a foreſt, I deſcended my 


tree > 


ere 


ind reſt, and arrived in the midſt of rocks, at the 


mouth of a deep cave. 
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much fatigue and labour, I got out of the fo- 
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tree, and, conducted by the light, advanced to 
the place from whence it ſhone, At laſt, after 


But how great was my terror! I perceived 
{can it be imagined) a troop: of infernal ſpirits 


fitting round a great fire, and diverting them- 


ſelves with burning paper under the noſe of an 
old long-bearded HERMIT in chains. Pro- 
voked at the ſacrilege of theſe Demons, I made 
ave or fix large ſigns of the croſs ; at which the 
infernal crew diſappeared in a moment, bellowing 
out horrible cries. Elated at my victory I ven- 
tured on without dread, and. drew near the holy 
man. | 
Ah, Sir, cried he, how many obligations have 
you laid on me! had it not been for you thoſe 
inſolent ſpirits had worried me ſoundly, But, 
my good brother, ſaid I, why did you not have 
recourſe to the ſame arms I made uſe of, to de- 
liver you from- thoſe impious creatures ? Are 


you ignorant that the ſign of the croſs drives away 


evil ſpirits? Alas! replied the HERMIT, I 
am abſolutely forbid the uſe of ſuch means; my 
birth and my profeſſion will not permit it. I 
am a native of hell, and thoſe gentry you 
faw are my fellow- citizens, If I had but once 
croſſed myſelf, I ſhould be baniſhed that king- 
dom forever, whereas now my exile is only for 
a time. Ay, faid I, with extreme ſurprize, 
are you an inhabitant of hell? Of what uſe then 


Ae thoſe trappings of a HERM ITT? Is it thus 


that 
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only to conceal myſelf from the fury of my 
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that you prophane the holy habit? You muſt 

be a ſtrange devil indeed to ridicule the moſt r 
venerable thing in religion! Ah, Sir, anſwered 7 
he all in confuſion, pleaſe to pardon this act of 
I choſe this habit, and this deſart, 


comerades. I ſhould have had a miſerable night '? 
with them, had it not been for your aſſiſtancc. 
Jam baniſhed from hell for a hundred years, 
and all for a mere trifle ; nothing but ſleeping 7 
while a fat canon died. His ſoul, which had © 
been intruſted to me, eſcaped, and this light 
1mprudence occaſioned my diſgrace. During the 
twenty five years ſince this misfortune has be- 
fel me, I have borrowed ſucceſſively many bodies, 
in order to withdraw myſelf from the reſent- 
ment of my fellows, . I have been a lady of qua- 
lity, an eccleſiaſtic, a courtier, a duana to a gir! 
of fifteen, a begging friar, and at laſt chief of the 
grand fignior's eunuchs : but ſeeing that all 
theſe fantaſtic bodies were inſufficient to hide 
me, I came into theſe deſarts in the habit of a 
HERMIT. Still my deſtiny owes me a ſpite, ® : 
and my ill-fortune purſues me. Going ſome 
time ago to Bologna, at the requeſt of a bro- 
ther mendicant my friend, who had prayed 
me to ſerve a young lover driven to deſpair by 
the cruelty of his miſtreſs, I was known by my 


collegues, who purſued me into my retreat, and 


put me into the ſituation you ſaw. 


A good 1 


action that I had reſolved to do has brought upon 
me this diſgrace. '1 
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At his mentioning this circumſtance, which 


fire half-extinguiſhed, rekindled in my tender 


of Wn. What do you ſay? cried I with ſur- 


Team I am that individual wretch whom you 


had undertaken to ſerve, Be perſuaded then, 
that if you can enable me to ſucceed with that 
Z inhuman fair, I will be devoted to you entirely. 


2 


If I can? replicd he: never doubt that, Sir; I 
® have done many ſuch good offices ſince my 
EZ exile. I am raviſhed to think I can ſerve you. 
do fine a gentleman as you appear to be, un- 
doubtedly deſerves the friendihip of the greateſt 
7 lord in our whole empire: judge then of the 


| Ceference I muſt have for you. Rut you muſt 
unchain me; otherwiſe I can do nothing. I 


Jy" then ſerve 3 on the word of a devil, 


like a domeſtic that never TECEITER his Wages. 
But how, fa 0 I, fall I break thoſe chains 
of yours? They ſeem to me of dillennd ſpe- 
cies from all others. You necd only go, he 


replied, into a chapel! in the neighbourhood, 
and bring thence a ſmall phial of holy water. 


The moment you pour it on my chains, they 


will diſappear. 


Touched with the captivity of this poor DE- 


VvIL HERMuIT, I haſtened, as ſoon as it was 
day, to fetch the ſacred water, and ſuddenly, 
without reflexion, came and ſprinkled it on his 
body. But no ſooner did he feel the ablution, 
than he fell a howling moſt hideouſly. Ah, 
Sir, cried he, like one poſſeſs'd, what are you 


doing ? You give me a thouſand times more 


pain 


buli 
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pain and torment than my ſcurvy compa- ge 
nions. Pour on the chains, and not on me- 
T burn with a devouring fire. Alas ! do you not 
know that Demons fear nothing ſo much 2 
that water ? 4 
Pardon the miſtake, ſaid I to the devil; 1 
did it without thought. My eager deſire to re- 
-leaſ®you made me commit this blunder. Come, 
come, don't be in a paſſion; you ſee your 
Chains are gone; you are at liberty, and a little 
ſcalding will do you no great harm. Beſides, *? 
*tis proper you ſhould pay ſomething for all 
the frolicks you have committed fince you have 
roamed about the world, =_ 
After five or fix hours ſpent in frightful con- 
torſions, the poor DEVIL HermairT ſeemed to 
be quiet ; his pains abated inſenſibly, and he 
thought no more of his misfortunes, His liberty 
lay neareſt his heart, which made him aſſure 
me of all his beſt good-will. Curious to learn 
the adventures of a devil of this ſtamp, I pray 
ed him to give me an exact account of them. 
They follow preciſely according to his relation, 
and undoubtedly they are very true: for he 
would not have dared to impoſe on me; on me 1 
who would have puniſhed him in ſuch a ter- 
rible manner, and who knew he dreaded hol7 
water more than a ſchool-boy the ferula, 4 
My name, faid he, is ASTARoTH. I am 
none of your devils of the firſt claſs: a leis | 
honeſt devil might have made you believe fo, 
but I chuſe to be ſincere with you. I own then 


ingenuouſly that I am but of an inferior race, 
I have 
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I have been almoſt all my time Lu cIFER“ꝰs valet 
"Pa "de chambre; and you know, Sir, that a valet 
me: qe chambre is uſually a fellow from among the 
mot Zdregs of the people, and very often a great 
h as ſcoundrel. My good patron, it is true, was 
very much like thoſe libertine young lords, 


51 thoſe courtiers, or, if you pleaſe,” thoſe indo- 
den lent miniſters, who are governed entirely by 
me, their valets de chambre; while theſe receive 
our more addreſſes than their maſters, and muſt be 
ttle addreſſed too with a full hand, to make them 
les, 2 procure you a fingle audience, "Theſe raſcals act 
all the men of importance with effrontery, and are 
ave *a ſet of impudent bullies, that deal out the 

| good graces of their lords with an inſupportable- 
en pride and preſumption, You ſee that my 
s ſituation was not very unhappy ;3 but I com- 


"mitted ſto many follies in my employment, 
ty that at laſt I was turned out of place. 

My fortune had made me faucy by degrees. 
2 > Before I was advanced to this comfortable poſt, 
my buſineſs had been (and buſineſs I had enough) 
* 7 to tranſport to hell the ſouls of falſe devotees. 
The degree of honour I afterwards held near 
: Lucirex's perſon, rendered me ſo inſolent, that 
I was continually ridiculing his infernal majeſty, 
I could laugh in his face, and even rob him with 
impunity. The pacific Lc IF ER ſuffered all 
without complaining. If he had heartily curried 
my hide, poſſibly it had made me wiſer: but 
he diverted himſelf with my follies, and I took 
> & the ſame liberty with his. When I gave him 
an anſwer, it was with an ironical arrogance, 


I had 


2 


nr 
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1 had atready fold above half his wardrobe, to | 


make preſents to my miſtreſſes: for, Sir, beg- 


ging your pardon, miſtreſſes I had in abundance, | 


notwithſtanding my unpoliſhed figure. I wore? 


his clothes continually ; I borrowed his figure; 
J copied his deportment 3 and by thoſe mean 
played his part with many beauties, who ſut- 


fered themſelves to be thus deceived. LUCIFER, |; 
mean time, ſhut his eyes to all my extravagan- 
Cies, and I had been yet near his perſon but for a 


ICT IIS * "T1 
2 . * 


pitiful young dog of a devil, who managed with 


ſo much art as at laſt to ſupplant me. That in- 
ſtant all thoſe who had loaded me with carefles, 
and promiſed me an eternal friendſhip, let looſe ® 
their tongues againſt me. I had no enemies 
more cruel than thoſe whom I had obliged, * 
Well then, thought I, there is no probity in 
hell, and devils are altogether as wicked as men. 


My life was examined, and all agreed that ] 
was one of the moſt profligate valets de chambre 
of the whole infernal empire. My proceſs was 
drawn up and got ready ; I was unanimouſly con- 


demned to drag into hell the ſouls of all eccle- | 


ſiaſtics. O the curſed office! I could not go 


thro' it: for certainly there was buſineſs enough 
for an hundred aſſociates. My fatigues were ex- 
ceſſive — Overcome with labour, I had the un- 
happineſs to fall aſleep juſt when the old rogue 
of a canon was in his laſt agony, His place 
had been a long time pitched on in the moſt fa- 
mous apartment of all the infernal regions. His 
-andalous life was known to mortals, as well 
as demons: a number of young and handſome 
| devotees 
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devotees, who came before him, . cried out, 
like mad creatures, for vengeance, I had ex- 
preſs orders to bring him in great pomp: my 
drouſineſs however made me neglect my duty. 
An old owl of a Capuchin, more rank than a 
he-goat, never quitted him till he expired; 
and, by dint of exhortation, extorted "hin him 
a lewd MEA CULPA ; Which to be ſure had 
never happened, if I had been awake, and ncar 
him. This, dear Sir, was the only cauſe 5 
my baniſhment; and for this reaſon 1 have hee 
revenged on all the race of Capuchins, as 
ou ſhall ſee in the ſequel of my adventures, 
Baniſhed from hell, I was obliged to wander 
a conſiderable time in the air; not knowing 
where to reſt my feet, and dreading the hoots 
of my companions. Where, ſaid F to myſelf, 
ſhall I go to ſhun them ? For thus curſed race 
beſieges almoſt all the inhabitants of the globe. 
Whilſt ! waited for the ſight of ſome inhabited 
object, I formed vaſt deſigns againſt thoſe long- 
bearded hypocrites, one of whom had played me 
ſuch a raſcally trick. By way of beginning TI 
ſuddenly raifed a moſt furious huricane, which 
blew down five of their convents. My defizn 
was at once to have cruſhed all their ſtinking re 
treats; but unluckily I met here with n. 1 
match. All the reſt, except theſe five, were 
protected by ſpirits more mighty than I : Beſides, 
that ill fortune which now purſued me, had 0 
ordered it, that there were but two monks in 
each of thoſe five monaſteries; the reſt, accord- 
ing to their laudable cuſtom, were all diſperſed. 
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Some were engaged with their dear devotees; for, 
fince the caſe of the famous Father GirRARD, 


all the brethren of the habit have taken a reliſh. 


to that excellent man's way of devotion, Others 


amuſed themſelves in emptying the cellars of . 


ſtupid citizens, whoſe wives and daughters 
cannot withſtand men of this ſort, becauſe they 


look upon them to be diſcreet. The wives hope 


that ſuch holy horns will draw down a bleſſing 
on their family affairs, and ſettle the heads of 
their giddy debauched husbands: the daugh- 
ters do it to ſave their future ſpouſes a laborious 
task, and facilitate the buſineſs of marriage. 
Others roamed about the country, in order to 
junket at the expence of the ſuperſtitious peafant. 


In a word, this monkiſh carrion, which loves 


retreat as little as an author loves cenſure, had 
all taken wing except ten. I ſwore like a hea- 
then at being diſappointed. Fortunately, how- 
ever, I flew into a village, where I found 


three; but three. of the moſt ſprightly and 
beſt fed petit-maitres of all that baſtard race 
of good St FRANCIs, They were only got 
into a tavern to refreſh their gullets, which © 
they did moſt furiouſly every moment, by em- 2 


bracing a great pitcher of wine of between fix 


nd ſeven quarts. I knew this tavern, and | 
had often been there to ſet the drunkards to- 
ther by the ears, and inſpire the landlady with | 
that ſcurrility wnich ſhe continually vomits out 


againſt her husband, Good, faid I to myſelt, 
Tam at home here, and muſt give the com- 
pany one caſt of my calling. As 3 am ſer- 
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r, tile enough in the invention of incidents, I pre- 
p, 8 ſently conceived a project which ſucceeded to 
ſh my wiſh. 

rs Il perceived by the fire- ſide a naſty drab of a 
of WM ſervant, whoſe black and ſhining skin was as 
1s 7 ſmooth as that of a ſea-dog. A ſhort flat 
ey noſe, a mouth enormoully large, and little round 
pe eyes, compoſed the phyſiognomy of Gul. 
ng LEMETTE, (that was the name of this young 
of laſs, who was turned of her twefth luſtre). 
h- This homely huſſey, faid I, is terribly forbid- 
JUS 3 ding; devil as I am, I would have nothing 
ge. to ſay to her myſelf. But a hungry dog will 
to ent dirty pudding: this morſe] is ſtill dainty 
nt. enough for fellows of that ſtamp. I will ſtake 
ves my reputation that I ſucceed in my project. 


ad The ſequel proved my reaſoning juſt, 
a- I went in and fat down by them, and whiſ- 
w- © pered incontinence, a thing they were not a- 
nd 7 verſe to, in their ears. Immediately their ruby 
nd faces perſuaded me the train had taken, Aſſiſted 
ace by the liquor, with which they had copiouſly 
rot ſwelled their paunches, I ſuddenly kindled an im- 
ich pure flame in their hearts. Such a fire makes 
m- more uproar in the breaſts of theſe heteroclite 
fix Wretches, than a thouſand devils unchained and 
ind baniſhed, I knew their temper too well to 
to- think they would repel my temptations. They 
ith gave ear, and began to finger the damſel. 
out RE GUILLEMETTE, who had no want of ap- 
elt, petite, and had faſted a long time, eaſily gave 
way to thefr perſuaſions. I made her believe 
that ſhe ſhould be thoroughly ſanctified if ſhe 
G4 granted 
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granted to ſuch pious perſons an alms which 
they had more need of than of liquor. She re- 2 
ceived their careſſes: inſenſibly a furious itch ; 
ſeized them all four; and, in a word, I had 
brought them well on. 4 
The ſtable, where the bed of this ny mph "2 
was, tho' filled with naſtineſs, appeared to them 
at that inſtant a magnificent hall. Thither they 
repaired to ſatiate their deſires. But I took more 
care than to fleep in the happy moment; I was 
too mindful of what my drouſineſs had once 
coſt me. Alert as a bird I fied to the country- 
man and his wiſe, who were in the garden, 
and inſituated that ſomebody was robbing.them, 
They ran full ſpeed to ſeize the thieves ; and, I 
ſeeing nobody in the houſe, were inflant] y at the 3 
ſtable, where they beheld the merrieſt farce in 
the world. A Capuchin in cloſe quarters with 
ſuch a lump of deformity, is a very diverting 
ſpectacle. The clown, who had no taſte of 
raillery, and his wife, jealous that her ſlut of a 
ſervant had paſſed her time fo agreeably, ſet up 
ſuch an outcry as brought together the neigh- | 
bours. They fell upon theſe goats in human 
ſhape, and gave them a hearty drubbing. E- 
very one of them made the beſt of his way; 
while I, tranſported with joy, and more ſatis- 
fied with this ſcene than an amorous young girl 
on her wedding day, tock my flight towards 
the capital of a flouriſhing kingdom, fully re- 
ſolved to purſue my vengeance whenever I found 
if opportunity, I found f it more than once in the] 


ſequel, 
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The Devil Hermit. 17 
ſequel, and always made uſe of it to the beſt ad- 
vantage, | 

I was already within two leagues of the 
city, when I perceived a magnificent coach, 


drawn by ſix ſtately dun horſes, and carrying a 
lady of the firſt quality. A fine opportunity 


this, ſaid I to myſelf, for me to be concealed ! 


This lady is not yet poſſeſſed, and my com- 
panions muſt be very crafty to diſcover me. 
under the figure of ſuch a woman. In a mo- 
ment I aſcended into the air, and formed a 
thick darkneſs round about the coach, under 
covert of which I tranſported the lady to an in- 
chanted palace. I then aſſumed her figure, 
ſlipt ſuddenly into her place, and arrived at her 


manſion. One difficulty gave me pain: the 
lady was married; and, devil as I am, I could 


not fall in with certain points of complaiſance 
which a husband requires of his wife, It was 
with pleaſure that I heard that her lord, not- 


2 withſtanding the beauty of this young creature, 


never came near her but once in fix months: and 
all merely out of a capricious humour. They 
had their ſeparate beds, tables, and domeſticks. 
A reaſon in fact he had, and a very courtly one, 
for this procedure, The lady was not of equal 
quality with him, and he married her only for 
her riches. An actreſs, infinitely more amiable, 
captivated his heart, She was indeed but a cob- 
ler's daughter; but the part of a theatrical prin- 
ceſs had put her upon a level with the count 
de * | | | 
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This fantaſtic body was of great uſe in in- 
troducing me at court, The lady was eſteemed 
there for her virtues, and adored on account of 
her charms. I had a violent inclination to be 
acquainted in that region, where Ihad never been. 
As we infernal valets are not admitted within 
its verge, but confined in our functions to poor 
mechinicks, it is a particular favour when we 
are ſent to ſome burgher, Theſe people we often 
drive to madneſs, becauſe their virtue 1s proof a- 
gainſt all our wiles; one of them coſts us more 
fatigue than a thouſand courtiers, 

[liked my fituation perfectly well, and would 
cladly have kept it during my exile, if LE- 
VIATHAN, oneof the chief princes of hell, had 
not ſeen my metamorphoſis, Filled with in- 
dignation at my aſſurance, he drove me away 
from him like a ſcoundrel. What can be done 
again? ſaperiors? Their injuſtice is always one's 
juſt. There is no demanding the reaſon of 
their tyranny, nor withſtanding their wills, 
without ſeeling all the weight of their ſupreme 
power. Your plea, tho' ever ſo well founced, 
muſt give way to force. It was therefore my 
reſt expudient to decamp with all expedition. 
This lordly devil, not content with the inſult 
he had put on me, ſent his bailifts, I mean his 
footmen, aſter me. Theſe ſellows, as great 
ſcrubs cn thofe on earth, loaded me with out- 
rages. I was obliged to fly into a remcte pro- 
vince, where a courtly ecclefiaſtic lent me his 


figure, But before I entertain you with this 
| ſecond 
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ſecond change, it is proper to relate what I 
did at court. | 8 
Here the HERMu ITTH ſeemed to be in diſorder, 
and his whole fantaſtic figure was transformed : 
His eyes began to ſparkle ; he fetched a deep 
ſigh, and the cave reſounded with lamentable 
cries. I freely confeſs, I was not then much 
at my eaſe ; for all this deviliſm made me trem- 
ble. Any other man I believe would have done 
the ſame ; theſe infernal blades not being the 
moſt honourable folks in the univerſe, Dear 
Lord As TAROT E, fays I, in more confuſion 
than a SPANISH virgin ſurprized with her 
lover, What is the meaning of all this? Do 
you want to give me too a ſpecimen of your 
trade? Not in the leaſt Chevalier, ſays he, 
you need be in no apprehenſion of danger. Alas, 
unhappy me ! But have patience ; a few laſhes 
perhaps will excuſe me, The fact 1s thus, 
 BELPHEGOR, a prince of great power 
among us, has for three or four years paſt worn 
the borrowed figure of a Chineſe mandarin, 
who was the emperor's prime miniſter, in or- 
der to confront and bear down a covetous crew 
of hypocrites, more crafty than all hell united, 
who, to enrich themſelves, have introduced the 
Romiſh religion in that country, Lord BEL. 
HE GOR, a maſter in politicks, perceiving 
that theſe cunning knaves were about to deſtroy 
his power in that vaſt country, reſolved to make 
them pay dearly for this their raſh enterprize. 
He has almoſt accompliined his deſign ; and, as 
he knows whatever paſſes in the univerſe, he 


ha 
F 
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has heard that you have releaſed me from my 
chains, and that the author of THE JEwWISs H 
LETTERS has juſt now publiſhed THe Cnr- 
NESE LETTERs. He knows that I love that 
writer; I muſt go and pay him a viſit, Sir, 
Tis a mere trifle, but I cannot reſiſt his e- 
vocations. Reſt yourſelf here, and be aſſured 
T ſhall ſoon return. Have no thoughts of go- 
ing to Bologna; for the holy inquiſition is in 
purſuit of you. 

At theſe words the devil difappeared like a 
flaſh of lightening, and left me in a ſurprize 
that I did not ſoon recover, A mortal terror 
took poſſeſſion of my ſenſes: I knew not what 
courſe to take; and I had been two hours re- 
flecting upon this adventure, when the return 
of As TAROT E diſembaraſſed me, What ails 

you? ſays he, appearing before me of a ſudden, 


in the ſame manner that he went away: Have 
you not ſufficiently learned, from the victory you 


won over my companions, the full extent of 
your power on people of my ſpecies? The cu- 
ſtoms of thoſe we converſe with ſhould grow 
familiar to us, It is our way to leave our friends 


juſt in the ſame manner I diſappeared from 
you. Be it ſo then, ſaid I, recovering my 
courage at theſe words; I find myſelf already 
uſed to it. But was afraid your journey would 
take up more time, and I knew not where to 
retire, Beſides, it is now two days ſince I have 
eat or drank, and there ſeems to be no nouriſh- 
ment in theſe deſarts, at leaſt unleſs I return 

into 
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into the foreſt, where a have run a thouſand 


N 
˖ hazards. 

; I have provided for you wants, ſaid AST A- 
+ nor E, preſenting me a great piece of veniſon, 


which he pulled out from under bis hermit's 
4 garb. He had alſo furniſhed himſelf with bread 
and wine, which I accepted without ceremony, 
and without inquiring from whence he had them. 
Hunger never gives way to reflexion, and mine 
2 was ſo great, that I kept ſwallowing above an 


8 
A 
3 


: [7 hour without ſpeaking a ſingle word. As T A- 
e ROT A ſerved me with liquor as faſt I wanted, 
r This refreſhment, which I had great need of, 


at 1 put me again in good humour; and then I per- 
ceived that the devil was not ſo well pleaſed as 


7 Sn Sale Ee ms " » - BET 
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&- | | . 
n I, but ſeemed very uneaſy. What ails you, 
1; ſays I, Lord As TARO TH? You appear as 
„ ſorrowful as a coquet without a lover. Cer- | 
ng -4 | 
ve tainly you have had but an ill quarter of an | 
du I Pour with your devil Mandarin. Has he 5 
of ordered you to quit your habit, and take poſt 
. near the ſoul of ſome canon? You ſeem in as | 
u- | 
x dad humour as a monk retrenched of his pit- 

f 


nds Mfance, or who f is faſting at eight o'clock in the | 
morning. 2 


my No, Sir, anſwered the HE RM IT. It is true 1 
ady that I have been a little miſuſed by my maſter : | 


gout he has not reduced me to ſuch a penance as Il 
that; he is not quite ſo unjuſt, He has con- If 
demned me for four months. to poſſeſs a nun in 1 
; ith deſpair. This is what grieves me ; for I have no 4 
liking to that ſort of people. Beſides, I have f 
promiſed to aſſiſt you in all your undertakings, Fi 
in | 
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in return for the ſervice you had done me. 


"Yet the poor young creature has great need of Þ 


my help : ſhe is juſt at the end of her litany, 


and wants to recover her fickle lover, who, after , 
having enjoyed her favours, highs at her mis- 


fortune. 


Is that all, Lord As r ARO TH faid I to the 
DEVIL HERNM IT, that puts you in ſuch an Þ 
ill humour? Certainly you perplex yourſelt for 
a very trifle. Take comfort prithee ; you may 
eaſily diſcharge your office with me, Provided 
you favour me with ſome hours of your ſpare Þ* 
time, Iam content. But give me the hiſtory of 
that nun; for without doubt you know her. 
It would be ftrange if I did not, faid he; ſhe is 
my pupil: but mum for that; I have my rea- 
ſons for not ſayinga word. As he had told me 
all the extent of my power, I was reſolved to 


put it to a trial, No reſiſtance, faid I in af! 


maſterly tone, either the hiſtory or the holy | 
water, for there is ftill ſome left in the phial.“ 
Begin then, and this moment: I muſt know who 
that fair nun is that you protect, and be informed] 
of what paſſes in thoſe facred retreats. Then you] 
ſhall tell me what you have ſeen at court. Here Þ 


Mr As r ARO TH began to reaſon with me: 
but five or ſix drops of* that miraculous. water, 
which I threw on his noſe, ſoon brought him to 
compliance, 

Ah, dear Sir! ſaid he, cently e eg I was 
ready to waſh him ſoundly) have a little mercy on 
my black skin. My carcaſs is very ſenſible ; it 
cannot bear the leaſt injury, Give attention and ; 

W 
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e. Þ will ſatisfy you: but hide that curſed bottle; 


of © for I cannot look at it in cold blood. I 
er as TY 


| Cupid maſqued ; or, The Hiſtory of Sifter 
Cornichon, and the Marquis de St Julian. 


5 THE young nun that I mentioned, Miſs 
1 Cox NICHON, is of diſtinguiſhed birt, 
| tho? ſhe had a very moderate fortune. Her N 
charms captivated a rich young gentleman, who | 
= promiſed her a plentiful allowance. She loved 
him in good earneſt: but thinking him falſe, 
the imagination of his inconſtancy made her re- 
tire into a cloiſter. Too young to examine the 
2 intrigues of ſuch places, ſhe blindly gave into 
the ſnares which the nuns had ſpread to draw 
her from the world. High birth and a tolerable: 
4 portion are bewitching charms to all nuns in ge- 
neral; and as nothing can reſiſt thoſe holy 
8 ſouls, it was not difficult for them to captivate 
| CORNICHON. 
8 The ſame amorous indignation that occaſion- 
er, Ned her retreat, revenged her upon herſelf, She 
to imagined this procedure would drive her incon- 
ſtant to deſpair; and, deceived by theſe falſe 
726 ideas, ſhe began and compleated her own fa- 
on Ncrifice. You muſt think I had a great hand in 
t this, and indeed I aſcribe all the honour of it to 
1 Wanyſcl, Scarce had ſhe pronounced her vows, 
| | but 
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but 1 diſpelled the clouds with which 1 had till 
then ſurrounded her. She ſaw, but too late, 


that, abuſed by illuſions, her meaſures had been 5 
ſomewhat precipitate. She learned that her 
lover could never have been capable of infide- 
lity, if her own ill- conducted jealouſy had not Þ 
compelled her to mifuſe him. The falſe report 
of a perfidious confident, drew her into the 
ſnares which had been ſpread for her. She was | 
eaſily taken; or, to ſpeak more properly, it was 
impoſſible for her to diſcover the ſprings- which! 
had been ſet on work to deceive her. I foreſaw that? 
ſhe would be a virtuous woman, but a very bad, 
nun; and, as I loved her foul, it was neceſſ lary“ 


L ſhould uſe this ſtratagem to preſerve i it. 


Her friend, very tuſceptible of the ſoft paſ- : 
ſion, could not withſtand the gentleman's merit. 


Love took poſſeſſion of her heart, and determin- 
ed her to betray them both. As a girl thus deſ- 


perately amorous will omit nothing to accom- 
pliſh her ends, ſhe conceived the project of ſet- 


ting them at variance, that the marquis might 
become ſenſible of her own charms. PERETTE 
(that was the name of this beauty) had ſome re- 
ſemblance of CoRN ICHON, but with diſadvan- 
tage on her own fide ; ſhe therefore deceived her- 
ſelf, while ſhe diſunited them. The gentleman, 
enrag'd at the coldneſs of his miſtreſs, flies like 
enraged at his inconſtancy, ſhuts herſelf up in 2 
cloiſter. He knew nothing of her retreat, nor 
ſhe of his flight. The falſe friend dextrouſly 
avails herſelf of this ſeparation : ſhe informs the 

| Marquis 


24 dan to his regiment ; and ſhe, no leſs 


L without a ſpiritual vocation. While he forges 
© himfelf fetters for life, ſhe weaves for hen ſelf the 
bonds of a ſevere ſlavery. 
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Marquis, by letters full of artißee chat another 
had captivated the heart of his miſtreſs, and chat 
Hy MEN would very ſoon unite them for ever. 
Rage takes poſſeſſion | of his ſoul; he marries 
without love; and CoR NIC HO turns nun 


The gentleman, upon his return to his Fare. | 
nal ſeat, hears with ſurprize the engagements of 
his miſtreſs. He knows not what to think of 
her proceedings, and, deſirous to be ſatia ed con- 
cerning a point which gave him fo mucli uneaſi- 
neſs, ſends one of his ſiſters to the parlour of the 
nunnery, who relates to CoRNICHON her 
lover's diſorder, and the motives that induced him 
to leave her ſo abruptly. Struck with this dif- 
covery, her tears were the only interpreters of 
her ſoul. The gentleman, informed of the ſitua- 
tion of his miſtreſs, finds means to ſpeak with 
her, and juſtifies himſelf : ſhe explains the cauſe 
of her behaviour, and they jointly detect the 
baſeneſs of their pernicious confident. The 
tears and ſighs of the Marquis gave but too muck 
proof that he was innocent, and made CoR- 
NICHON but too ſenſible of the loſs ſhe had 
ſuſtained. Reflecting on her irretrievable mis- 
fortune, her ſoul is agitated by the moſt cruel 
tranſports ; her ſenſes are all confuſed ; the lu- 
ſtre of her eyes is at once eclipſed, and ſhe falls 
down ſpeechleſs in the midit of the parlour. * 

The maid, hearing the noiſe of her fall, runs 
© ker with ſpced 3 vhilſt ker lover, tis that 


ele g- H 
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ſomebody was coming to her aſſiſtance, retires, | 
both to ſave his reputation and hide his diſorder, | ! 
The grates prevented his flying to ſupport her. |? 
She, recovering from her ſwoon, finds herſelf a- | 


bed in a burning fever, which keeps her ſix 


months in a languiſhing condition. During this 
time ſhe receives a great number of letters from 
her unhappy lover. Theſe letters, far from 
calming her grief, did but make it the more ſe- 
vere; every reflexion was more cruel than the 
former. I ſwam all this time in delight, and 
felt my ſpleen dilated with her pains : for 1 


love extremely to ſee diſorder in a human ſoul. 


Her complaints irritated her deſires, and her 
Cefires augmented her pains ; while the ſituation 
of her lover was almoſt equally bad. The va- 
rious pleaſures, however, in which his quality 
engaged him, by little and little abated. his ſor- 
row. Inſenſibly he forgets his miſtreſs, but not 
till after a long courſe of intrigues, The Mar- 


quis had wit, and was as interpriſing as a petit 


maitre : I prompted him therefore 03 take advan- 


tage of the tendernefs CORN ICH oN ſtill retain- 


ed for him. In a word, he ſo effectually urged |? 
his point, that he rived at the ſummit of Tila 7 
deſires. All his love was then extinguiſhed, |: 
and it was only in mere complaifance that he 
afterwards viſited her. It was quite otherwiſe [4 
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with Miſs CoRNICHoN : ſhe had a true reliſh i} ; 


for the ſport, and when ſhe obſerved not the ſame | 


eagerneſs in her dear St J LIAN, ſhe wrote 
him letters in the moſt pathetic language. 
This 


N 
I fled to her relief, and inſpired her with ſuch 
| gay thoughts, as afforded her lover a moſt agree- 
able amuſement. I have never abandoned her 
2 ſince that time, but am every morning in her 
chamber, aiding her in the compoſition of her 
letters. The Marquis de St fuL1an will ſtay 
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This unhappy recluſe moved my compaſſion: 


[7 yet two months in this city, and he makes her 
à a viſit once every week. Formerly, he was four 
hours every day at the parlour grate : but things 
are mutable in this world. Men furfeit in 
the greateſt delight, when confined to the ſame 
object, and it requires a moſt diſintereſted con- 
ſtancy to be bound to a nun, Beſides, it is uſurping 
the property of the clergy. A huge lecherous 
friar began to grumble. This young pullet ap- 
2 peared to him a ſavoury bit, but unluckily ano- 
ther had got hold of it, and the fort was already 
poſſeſſed. Within this fortnight indeed he has 
made himſelf amends for the diſappointment. 


„Being in the confidence of ſiſter CRN ICHON, 


and playing the Mercury for her, his mouth 


was obſerved to water plentifully, every time 


al he ſpoke to her. He had leave already to 
lick her hand, which he improved by degrees to 
the enjoyment of other privileges. But he has 
be gone to work like a great booby : certain ſym- 
7 toms which the nun perceives make me tremble 
for her, and I think with good reaſon. I will 
inform you here? how ſhe gets out of this 


confounded affair; © rather, in what manner 
I help her out; for without me the poor girl 
would deſerve to be lamented, She has abun- 
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dance of enemies among her ſiſters, who all 1 
- - . 1 
conſpire her ruin. Her beauty and wit have 


| . 2 
drawn this envy upon her. Now envy in thoſe | 
retreats is much to be dreaded, and does infinite.“ 8 
I; more miſchief than abroad in the world. =. 
ct 

A nun tainted with this vice knows neither 
tl 
virtue nor religion. Is ſhe a friend, ſhe ſacrifices . 
vou; an indifferent perſon, ſhe hates you; 5 
an enemy, ſhe calumniates your character: in ir 
a word, this paſſion is the ruin of all your FE 


cloiſters. A jealous nan is more to be dreaded 

2 ti 
than a lionneſs inraged; ſhe uſes a thouſand de- 
viliſms to betray and ruin you, Hence the ca- - 
hals, intrigues, ſpies on your conduct, to de- | 
tect all your ſteps, and poiſon all your actions. 


The ſmalleſt faults are divulged as ſcandalous by 
enormities, and the moſt upright intentions are - 
:nvenomed, Her heart, corrupted by this paſſion, } : 
ever lets her be eaſy, and this fort of frenzy al. 5e 
ways finds means to do you a miſchief. An in- \P . 
2iforet word ſhe treats as ſcandalous, and a ſlight"? 2 


trreverence ſhe calls impiety. Are you in the 4 
parlour, ſhe will maintain that ſhe ſaw you 


ex 
grant favours to a man, and proceed to very io 
bold and impudent familiarities ; that ſhe heard r 


render and equivocal converſations, the ſub- 
ſtance of which ſhe wipers from ear to ear. Y, 
Tis a piece of confidence, ſhe will ſay, 
has been repoſed in her, and ſhe intruſts it now, 

as a great ſecret, thoroughly ſatisfied at the ſame! he 
time that this ſecret will not be kept. This|þ 
tells it to another, a third to a fourth, and theſeſ 


holy creatures always magnify their objects. 
Inſenſibl 


A ot 
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Inſenſibly it comes to the ears of your ſuperiors, 
and ſets them againſt you, while you are ignorant 
of the cauſe of this prepoſſeſſion; for that they 
carefully conceal from you. They never con- 
cern themſelves to give you charitable advice; 

that is a virtue unknown to theſe coquets in 
crape. Scandal to them is much ſweeter, and the 
2 pleaſure of ſurpriſing you in the leaſt neglect. 


T hoſe circumſtances which give little room 


7 to ſuſpicion, grow ſtronger by degrees. At laſt 
they chaſtiſe you, and the ſlighteſt fault is pu- 


niſhed with the utmoſt rigour, merely out of re- 


ſentment. Self. love then begins to work; the 
heart revolts, and you cry out injuſtice: in a 
word, you become the martyr of your own 
7 temper, while your ſuperiours make you the 
victim of their falſe prejudices, 


The mind, taken up with a theuſand imper- 


pertinent cavils, which they daily raiſe againſt 


you, gives way to grief, and grows languid in 


the practice of virtue. Piety appears incommo- 
dious, and the duties of it are performed with 
extreme negligence: they give no reliſh, no de- 
light, while the mind is deſtitute of its natural 
I tranquility. The ferv gur of your devotion is 
cooled by the daily mortifications that befal you. 
7 You pant after a; - 3 thing di iſpleaſes; ; 
nothing relieves, F arewel to peace, which the 
heart is no more capable of feeling. Theſe are 
the forts of frenſy with which we affect a foul 


that is virtuouſſy inclined. | 
You will tel] me, perhaps, that theſe tricks 
are mere trifles, incapable of jeducing 2 perion 
3 truly 
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truly pious. I own they may appear ſuch to 
you, becauſe you have never been expoſed to 
them : but a ſoul that has particular fentiments, 
and a certain manner of thinking, cannot di- 
geſt theſe little matters, Frivolous as they may 

appear to you, they are capable of diſturbing, 
vexing, affliting, and of producing indifference 
and languor. The natural conſequence of theſe 
is want of devotion.— But we have introduced 
the following other maxims, which you will 
think of more weight, 

To make you apprehend me the better, I muſt 


firſt inform you, that among all the nuns | 
which fill your cloiſters, there is not a fourth |: 


part, I fay a fourth part, who embrace the mo- 


naſtic life from a pious impulſe. Some are | 
compelled to it by inhuman parents, in order to 
inrich an eldeſt fon : others are driven to it by | 
diſappointed love, when they have conceived. | : 
that paſſion for a man they are not permitted to 
marry ; and others take this ſtep to be revenged 


of a faithleſs lover, Theſe retire to the nunnery 


out of neceſſity, being unable to ſupport their | 


quality ; and thoſe are allured to it by the nuns, 
who forever ſpread their imperceptible nets : 
for you are to judge of thoſe ladies as of us de- 
vils, that they are never ſo pleaſed as when they 
raw numbers into their own misfortune. The 
greater their troop, the more they hug themſelves, 
as if the plurality of ſufferers cauſed a diminu- 


tion of the miſery Nuns of this later ſort are. 


generally young, ladies of high rank, or they 
| enter 


9 * 


enter too young to penetrate the conſequences of 
their engagements. 
Ils the daughter of a rich family put to board 
in a nunnery ? The ſiſters, ever alert when in- 
tereſt is in view, (and intereſt is the primum 
mobile of all their actions) will ke ſure not to let 
her ſlip. Does the Abbeſs delire her company? 
(e us rather ſay, her money ) all the ſociety 
is informed of the plot, and every artifice is 
uſed to cajole the young innocent. She is diſtin- 
guiſhed from all her companions, and encomi- 
ums and compliments are laviſhed on her: every 
. ſhe does is applauded, and nothing ſhe de- 
ſires is refuſed, All the little dainties, all the 
ſweet- meats fly to her chamber. She is a party 
in all the diverſions of my lady Abbeſs, and has 


ga promiſe of ſucceeding her when ſhe dies; for 


never, ſure, can they have a ſiſter more worthy, 


Look, fays one of theſe female-quacks, what 
ſweetneſs, what an aſpect is there She is an 
angel! — Oh, yes Madam, you ar: one of the 


elect. 
Stunned with their applications, poor Mi 


; perhaps utters a few fooliſh things. Who can 
help admiring, ſays another, that delicate turn 


of mind, thoſe tine ſallies of wit! Yes, my ſoul, 


my dear little ſiſter, you are the moſt a: niable 
creature alive. You muſt never leave us; I 
ſhould die with grief to loſe you, In a word, 


they uſe ſo many wiles, that at laſt they triumph 
over the poor ſimple girl, After this prelude 
the directors come in play. She is intruſted to 


2 dextrous and ſubtile father, to ene of thoſe 
cunning 
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at the firſt attack. 
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liar, and ſhe gives herſelf up to them with ſo 
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deſire. Spleen, indignation, and often deſpair 
Itſelf drives ker into irregularities, that confound 
all the good diſpoſitions of her ſoul. Pernicious 
examples 
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cunning blades who are at the head of their pro- 1 
feſſion, who perform their parts with greateſt |? 
skill, and who ſeldom miſs carrying their point] 


A virgin of fourteen or fifteen is incapable of 
ſage reflexions : her thoughts are all chimerical, | * 
and we devils inſenſibly foment theſe chimeras, | “. 
till ſhe engages, in ſpite of parents and friends, to 
ſacrifice her liberty. Scarce has ſhe paſſed ber 
noviciate, but the careſſes and complaiſance are 
at an end. Her fortune is theirs, and that was 
all they wanted. The young nun, ſurprized at 
this change, ſays to herſelf, What have I done? 
All the ſociety ſhun me, and laugh in my face, | 
A lay-ſifter, equally ſtupid and unmannerly, ſays 
an impertinent thing to her: ſhe complains, but - 
is only laughed at. The more ſhe advances in 
age, the more her underſtanding enereaſes, and 
the more mortifications ſhe meets with. Her 
reaſon by degrees diſcovers her imprudence, and 
ſhe begins to perceive that a monaſtic life is 
nothing leſs than religious. She ſees in it the 
intrigues, the gallantries, the envy, the jealouſy, | 
in a word, all the diforders that reign in the age. 


| 


If they are leſs glaring than in the world, they 
are therefore more dangerous. They grow fami- 


much the more facility and ardor, as ſhe is un- 
acquainted with their conſequences. She knows Þ 
ſhe has been abuſed, and reſtraint irritates her | 


ſiſter. 
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* ſoul, and make it the victim of her thought- 
Jeſs e e 
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| thoſe examples 
corrupt her mind; ſhe follows the torrent, and 
the torrent ſoon carries her to gallantry. Hav- 


ing never loved before, her tenderneſs riſes to 
2 exceſs, and ſhe is unable to keep within the 
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examples are ever before her : 


bounds of diſcretion, Scandal ſoon follows, 
and after that correction, with an entire priva- 
tion of liberty. Here we take full poſſeſſion of 


You will tell me, without doubt, that no 


examples are ſufficient to make a prudent young 
woman trample under foot the duties of her pro- 
I feſſion. 
{fcſh and blood, always refiſt the ſeducing ob- 
Jjects that are continually before her ? A nun, 
3 for example, that has no charms, or whoſe 
JI charms are decayed, has a generous good friend, 
who will make her ample acknowledgment for 


Be it ſo: 


but can this young perſon, 


the favours ſhe ſhall procure from this young 
She engages to uſe all her art and inte- 
reſt, The men of this age have no great reſpect 
fora veil. A handſome young gallent, capable 
of inſpiring love, inſenſibly wins the heart of 


the young damſel, who ſees it is the cuſtom of 
the cloifter, 


7 ſhe grows full of it, 


They inſinuate that thought till 
One of my good brethren 


ſlides imperceptibly under her petticoat. Could 


7 ſhe withſtand many ſuch converſations? No: 

when virtue is too mnch expoſed, it always ſuf- 
fers ſhipwreck. On the other hand, if ſhe re- 
bels againſt theſe fine inſtructions, ſhe diſpleaſes 
that old friend, 


who never fails to croſs her on 
every 
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every occaſion. The others all laugh at, and 
deſert her. My lifter, ſay they, in a way of 
irony, you make yourſelf frightfully ridiculous; 
you are going to diſgrace our cloiſter, and we 
ſhall have no man will come near it. At laſt 
ſhe finds herſelf obliged to be vicious, to follow 
the faſhion of thoſe charitable nuns. 

The reſt, with much leſs inward vocation, are 
abundantly more happy. Their hearts, already 
practiſed in gallantry, know how to reſtrain 
themſelves within certain limits, Their flame 


indeed is ſprightly, but they have the art of diſſi- 


mulation, and carefully conceal thoſe ſparkles 
which might otherwiſe evaporate. This leſs 
active fire is obſcured by certain clouds which 
hide its materiality. Prudence, or, to ſpeak 
more properly, fear prompts them to preſerve 
thoſe appearances, which the ignorance of others 
is unacquainted with. They ſecurely commit 
the crimes without being expoſed to the danger, 
as they have impenetrable ſtratagems to avoid de- 
tection, In this conſiſts the cunning we exert 
in their behalf, If they have not love to make 
them complaiſant, intereſt will have the ſame 
effect. A generous lover is more to their taſte 
than an amiable one, and preſents with them 
ſupply the place of merit. A rich old miſer, pro- 
vided he be not covetous, nor quite naſty, pre- 
vails beyond a fine young gentleman. A block- 
head is preferred to a man of defert, becauſe 
he is more diſcreet, and preſerves their reputa- 
tion, Sin, committed with ſuch an one, always 
goes on with impunity : his reverence for the 
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| ffterhood will never ſuffer him to blab. Thus, 


Sir, we poſſeſs the nuns in general, and this is 
the oeconomy of the cloiſter. | 


If a decrepid old ſiſter can make no captives, 


| ſhe has other batteries, at leaſt equally pernicious 
with thoſe I have named. For example, when 
| ſhe hears that a young girl is cloiſtered on ac- 
count of a gallantry which her parents did not 
* approve, ſhe preſently inſinuates herſelf into her 
confidence. As ſhe knows that this damſel can 
have no acceſs to the parlour, ſhe cajoles her till 
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FE by degrees ſhe gets miſtreſs of her ſecret. The 


poor innocent opens her heart to this ME GAER A, 
who makes her a thouſand proffers of her ſer- 
vice. By her the news of his miſtreſs's retreat 
is conveyed to the deſerted lover, letters paſs for- 
wards and backwards, and the ſecret is pre- 
ſerved, provided ſhe is well paid. This cou- 
ple by degrees find an opportunity to ſpeak 
together, and they mutually take meaſures to 


© relieve their torment. The old hag engages in 


all their ſchemes, and brings them to perfection, 
At laſt the walls are ſcaled to ſet the damſel at 
liberty, who flies with her ſpark, and marries 
againſt her parents conſent, | 


Well, Sir, what do you think now of the 
nunneries? Are not theſe proper receptacles 
for the infernal nation? Indeed a cloiſter is our 
conitant aſylum, and we hve better there than 
in any other place in the univerſe, becauſe we 
almoſt ever play a ſure game with theſe women. 
It is not till after he has won ſeveral ſignal vi- 
Ltories, that a devil obtains this province. The 

| | place, 
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_ in a word, is a ſort of recompence, like 
a government to an old officer, who has worn 
out his life and ſpent his eſtate in the ſervice of 
his prince. At another opportunity I will give 
you a circumſtantial detail of the life of a monk; 
but we muſt go ſoftly on, and you ſhall have an 
account of my adventures in all my different 
e N | FX 1 51 
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Aftaroth at Court. What he ſees, and what 
be does there. „„ 


— — 


4 N hour N having bac the lady sf 
| gure, I arrived at her palace. I received a 
number of - viſits from all the principal courtiers, 
my husband only excepted, (for ſo I muſt call 
the Count de *,) during my abode there. 
His indifference for his wife was founded, as! 
told you before, merely upon the inequality of 


her birth : otherwiſe ſhe was infinitely worthy of 


eſteem, as well for her beauty as for her virtue. 
Two months the lady had ſpent in her journcy, 
which was undertaken to viſit her parents, and 
engage them to give her a ſum of money. Her 


husband, loaded with debts, had Jeſt his very 
equipage in gaming, and now enjoyed it only 


on his word of honour, She brought enough to 
retrieve his circumſtances; and, not to wrong 


— [ muſt own, that within two days of my 
arrival, 
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arrival, meeting me by chance in a gallery, 
with two counteſſes of his lady's acquaintance, 


after a thouſand civilities ſhewn to them, he en- 


quired coldly concerning my health, and whe- 
ther my journey had ſucceeded, Having an- 
vered him in the affirmative, he gave himſelf 
the trouble in the evening to come to my apart- 
ment, to take poſſeſſion of fifty thouſand livres 
which his lady had brought him. He had the 
extraordinary complaiſance, moreover, to leave 
me two hundred livres for pocket-money : but 
as to careſſes, he had more regard to his honour 
than to forget himſelf ſo far. His theatrical 
princeſs would have taken it ill, and his own 
quality would have been diſgraced. I laughed 
heartily to myſelf at the extravagance of this 


nobleman; and at the ſame time was charmed 


with his ridiculous deportment. This indiffe- 
rence put me out of danger: for, with all my 
cunning of a devil, had he come to cloſe quar- 
ters with me, I ſhould have been plaguily put to 
it to bring myſelf tolerably well off. But lucki- 
ly he made no offer of that kind, and left me 
without ceremony, carrying oft with him the 
ready ſpecies. - | 
The next day I was obliged to pay my duty 

to the king, to make my viſits, and, in a word, 
to appear in public before the whole court. My 
addreſs alone bore me thro? this; for I was ab- 
ſolutely unacquainted with the chart of that 
country, But, what a delightful climate for 

people of my ſpecies! I have ſeen in hell a 
great many deviliſh tricks, and was myſelf, as 
E I have 


zs The Devil Hermit. 


J have told you, one of the moſt arrant va- 
lets de chambre in the whole kingdom; yet here 
I found myſelf a mere novice. "The natural or- 


der of things is all reverſed in this region. 


They fleep in the day, riot in the night, and 
ſhorten life by unheard-of exceſſes. The ſoul is 
a ſtranger to all ſincerity, and all compaſſion, 
Double-dealing, impoſture, ſcangal, and often- 
tation, are the only virtues known to courtiers, 
A near relation betrays you, an enemy careſſes 
ou, a friend ruins and makes a ſacrifice of you. 
The husband is never ſeen with his wife, and 
the wife flies her husband as much as poſſible. 
What meanneſs, ſaid a nobleman one day to 

2 lady that was his miſtreſs, to have fo much re- 
gard for your husband] Fie upon ſuch a beggarly 
taſte |! you'll paſs for the wife of a mechanic, a 
mere plebeian. As if the end of matrimony 
was mutual love] You deceive yourſelf, madam, 
and run counter to all politeneſs and good man- 
ners. — Lord, madam, cried a dutcheſs one day 
as ſhe accoſted me, I am fo fatigued with the 
civilities of the Duke de ***, that he is become 
quite inſupportable to me. It looks as if he had 
married me only to make me ridiculous at court 
by his fond behaviour. Do but behold that me- 
lancholic man ! Always the ſame bed, the ſame 
table, the ſame coach. He actually kiſſes me, 
and talks tender things, till he runs himſelf out of 
breath, without giving me time to put in a 
word, How happy are you, madam, ſhe goes 
on, to have a husband you ſcarce ever fee ! It is 


now above four live-long days ſince I have had an 
| opportunity 
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opportunity to ſpend one quarter of an hour 
with the Count de C #**, the man whom I love 
to diſtraction. So, here comes the Princeſs de 
LF*# to join our company. How beautiful, 
how amiable ſhe appears! Who can be more 
happy than that lady? She has a croud of lo- 
vers, and ſuffers not one to languiſh in deſpair. 
Her husband, the Count de P ***, always gets 
out of the way when ſhe receives them. This 
is certainly the quinteſſence of good manners, 
and what makes him, in his turn, adored by all 
the ladies, | 

At this time the king, very much advanced in 
years, turned all his thoughts to the concerns of 
another world, In his youth the princes of hell had 
occaſioned great diſorders in his court; but at the 
decline of his days he had baniſhed them all. 
When this monarch, who died two months after 
my arrival, came to the banks of the river 
Styx, all the infernal people aſcended together 
in a croud, and took poſſeſſion of moſt of his 
courtiers. I now ſaw myſelf lucky in my choice 
of a tabernacie to dwell in, which ſtill ſecured 
me in a place where otherwiſe I muſt not have 
dared to appear, as the fituation was ſo coveted 
by all my ſuperiours, The lady whoſe figure I 
had borrowed paſſed for a woman fo cruelly 
virtifous, . that my very preſence ſtruck an awe 
on the moſt artful devil of them all, and not 
a fiend would yenture to come near me, They 
wheeled about my perſon, but at a becomin 
diſtance, I had a great inclination, thus dif. 
guiſed, to have ſome diverſion with one of our 

; E 2 chief 


to ſupply the extravagance of theſe heroines. 
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chief lords, by giving him free acceſs to my 
perſon. Inſenſibly I engaged his regard, and by 
degrees we became familiar. This devil of 
quality was a very crafty one, and who tho- 


roughly knew the hearts of the courtiers : he 


therefore diverted me between whiles with re- 


luating their characters, and ſome of their prin- 


cipal adventures. | 
Take notice, ſays he to me one day, of that 
man in the red cap : he is an excellent ſubject, 
and much reſpected throughout our empire. 
He has acquired us an infinite number of proſe- 
lytes, and is in fact the evil genius of the ſtare, 
and of him that governs it. Indulgent to the 
laſt degree, he has given that prince ſuch an ad- 
mirable education, that J have more hopes of 


him than of the grand Sultan, This pre- 


ceptor, at preſent miniſter of ſtate, is indeed a 
mighty good ſort of man: he reconciles to his 
conſcience whatever his maſter requires of him, 
He often ſcolds ; ſwears at every word he ſpeaks, 
and ſometimes even cries: as witneſs laſt 
night at the repreſentation of AGNEs DE 


-CasTRO. | 


_ Hah! here comes the Marquis de ***, the 
moſt affable and obliging nobleman in the whole 


court. Every man, without exception, is ad- 


mitted into his converſation. He promiſes to 
every one all his intereſt: but the misfortune is, 
that he thinks for ever of his own affairs, and 
never of his promiſes. He keeps two miſtreſles, 
who ruin his fortune, and ſolicits a government 


| The Devil Hermit. 41 


Do you ſee that young prince? He is the moſt 
paſſionate and violent man upon earth. When 
he knows any fellow whom I miſtruſt, and who 
is ſubject to certain fits of devotion, that may de- 
prive me of his ſoul, I prompt his highneſs to 
ſend him into the other world, which he does 
the firſt opportunity. I have already had a good 
number thro' his means, and indeed he is an in- 
exhauſtible treaſure for the nether regions. He 
has an actreſs for his miſtreſs, whom he beats 


like a ſtock- fiſn; which however does not pre- 


vent the lady from diſtributing her favours to 
many others. 

Take a view of that ugly old harradan who 
comes this way | obſerve her groteſque figure! 
That marchioneſs now has her lovers, and has 
run her husband above 100,000 crowns in debt 
to pay them, It is ihe that ſupports that young 
gentleman who walks with her. The fellow is 
poor, and is he not in the right to live at the 
expence of ſuch a baboon ? 

So, fays I, whence comes the Dutcheſs do. 
*#* She feems to me quite out of breath. A 
very pretty queſtion, anſwers B: LPHEGOR: 


| ſhe comes from La SILL 1oNn's, and is running 


to „where ſhe has always one of the deareſt 
apartments. The moſt miſer#ble wretch, who 
is rich, may boaſt of having a dutcheſs for his 
money: out ſo inſatiable is ſhe on this head, that 
the moſt bountiful gallant never comes often. 
Now obſerve a little that eccleſiaſtic and that 
duke, who laugh like a couple of ideots. Thoſe 
are maſter and ſcholar. And what, ſays J in 
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the name of ſenſe, can make them giggle fo 
immoderately? Nothing, he replied, but the 
conceit of ſpending the night together at Madam 
ComMMoDE's, where they lately made a moſt 
ſcandalous diſturbance. The commiſſary, with 
two of his archers, ran thither at hearing the 
outcry : but the poor honeſt officer was obliged to 
return in confuſion, Theſe two lords compelled 
him and his followers to kiſs the lady's poſteri- 
ors, by way of puniſhment for having inter- 
-rupted their pleaſures. This is the whole ſub- 
ject of their extravagant mirth. The poor 


commiſſary was ſo mortified at the egregious 


affront, that he has lately quitted the city, and 


is gone to take up his reſidence in the country. 


Do you obſerve that couple who are now 
coming towards us? The man is a notorious 
cheat, who will ruin the kingdom. He is a 
Britiſh fugitive, and now meditates great de- 
ſigns. His pretended wife, with her red and 


white complexion, is not a jot better than him- 


ſelf. They have had acceſs, by means of my 
compatriots, to the greateſt men in the land. 
His projects, tho* extremely dangerous, will be 
pit in execution, and they give me pleaſure by 
way of anticipation : for I hope to gain more 
by this game than in a raffle of monks. It 
will impoveriſh ſo many families, that rage and 
deſpair ſhall people a whole city of our kingdom, 
which I had allotted to new converts, who take 
refuge in foreign countries. 


. Here BELPHEGOP. ſet up a very ſhrill cry. 
| Pear counteG, ſaid he, ler us inſtantly eſcape. 
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J perceive a perſon at a diſtance that comes this 
way: *tis Ly CoPHRON, that redoubtable phy- 
fician, who has ſent an infinite number of in- 
habitants into the kingdom of PLuTo. The 
company of that gentleman poiſoner will not 
ſuit us, and is only proper for thoſe ladies who 
have jealous husbands ; or thoſe husbands who 
want to get rid of their wives; or to ſome redu- 
ced heir, who pants after a rich patrimony, 


and is quite out of patience, He kills with im- 


punity all that truſt to his medicines, But the 
other day he gave a ftrong doſe of opium to the 
young monarch, inſtead of a cordial, + He is the 
moſt ignorant quack in the whole world, and 
never knew what it is to ſtudy. All the morning 


| he ſcribbles over ſome waſte paper, which a 


bookſeller has the complaiſance to print, in order 
to ſell the ſheets afterwards to the wholeſale gro- 
cers. After dinner he haunts the coffee-houſes, 
to take in ſome novice at gaming. If you ſuf- 
fer him to enter your doors, truſt me, tis all 
over with you : your husband will imitate a great 
many others, who love poor miſtreſſes that they 
may enrich them, and rich wives that they may 
beggar them. Our AscuULAPIUs was inti- 
mately acquainted with La BRINVILLIERS, 
and there are very weighty reaſons to Jet him 
go on quietly without puniſhment. All his know - 
ledge lies in the pills of that ME 6 ZR a, which he 
ſells very dear to thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to 
want them. In a word, he is a very baſilisk, 
who kills with his eyes, and poiſons with his 
breath : let us fly him as a woman would fly an 
| impotent 
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impotent lover. 

you for your advice, faid I to BELPHE Gor: 

| but I know him, and have no inclination to 
make him an aſſignment. pas 

Alfter this converſation my noble devil left 


I am very much obliged to 


me, without having once ſuſpected my meta- 
morphoſis. Immediately I fled home, where a 
(| young knight of Malta expected me with im- 
# patience. He was very intimate with the lady 
4 whoſe figure I had borrowed. BELYHEGOR 
| had inflamed him with defires of enjoyment, 
and aſſured him that he would make me ſenſible 

of his torment, and mollify my virtue. I con- 

feſs that J have a hundred times repented my be- 

ing a devil, incapable of yielding to his paſſion, 

and following the examples of the court ladies ; 

for certainly ApoN1s had not more charms 

than this amiable Chevalier. His conſtancy, for 

a courtier, was extraordinary: already, for 

more than four months, he had declared himſelf 

an adorer of the counteſs, without obtaining the 

leaſt favour ; which, on her part, ſhewed an ad- 

mirable refolution for a lady of quality. I 

frankly own, that J had more regard to his paſ- 

ſion than the counteſs ; which made me give 

him ſome hopes of ſucceſs. He puſhed the point 

a little home upon me; but it was out of my 

power to make him happy. I demanded time to 

conſider the matter, and ſeemed to capitulate 

upon honourable conditions; reſolving all the 

while to inſpire the lady with the ſame ſentiments, 

whenever ſhe came home. I have ſucceeded to 

admiration ; and for fix and twenty years me 
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(for ſo long they have had a right underſtanding 
together) their reciprocal paſſion has not in the 
diminiſhed, 

The knight, as fatisfied as a nun who had 
juſt received her new year's gift, conducted me 
to a pompous entertainment, that was given one 
evening at the Gobelins by a certain great prin- 
cels. Every thing there was very ſplendid ; 
but nothing gave more pleaſure than the ſe- 
cond deſſert. For that reaſon it was very 
long, and the debauch of it was puſhed to 
ſome exceſs, Every female above twenty 
years old was prohibited this entertainment. 
When it was found that the liquor began to 
operate, all the lights were put out in a mo- 
ment, that Cup 1D might have full liberty to 
rove without reſtraint, My ſprightly young 
lover did not fleep on this occaſion, and the 
ſcene at firſt put me in a fright : but I preſently 
aſſumed the ſhape of a man, and fo the Cheva- 
lier miſſed his ſcent, when otherwiſe he would 
certainly have run me down, A confuſed noiſe 


was at firſt heard throughout the aſſembly. By 


degrees a profound ſilence came on, which was 
followed by ſighs from contented hearts, and a 
few feeble exclamations. The ſoft and tender 
words that I heard fly about in whiſpers, gave 
me to underſtand that this feaſt was to the taſte 
of the gueſts, and infinitely beyond all the di- 
verſions of the carnival ; and the conſequences 
of it ſhewed my opinion well grounded. A 
little while after ſeveral young virgins diſap- 
peared, under pretence of illneſs; and at = 
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end of ten months they ſhone forth again, with 
new vermilion in their checks. | 
I had been now at court above three months, 


ſo fully a that I had not time to look 


round me. But one night finding myſelf at 


leiſure in my apartment, it came into my head 


to examine my houſe, and viſit all the ſervants 
while they were under the dominion of Mo- 


' PHEUs. My pretended husband had a chamber- 


maid, and I a valet de chambre ; for we both 
followed the faſhion of the court. There were 
thirty other domeſticks in family, fifteen men, 


and fifteen maids ; or, if you pleaſe, women; 


or, to ſpeak more juſtly, neither maids nor 


women. I made my tour from chamber to 


chamber, paying the Count, as became me, the 
firſt viſit. The poor gentleman, by miſtake, 


was in the chamber-maid's bed, and I found 


them very faſt afleep. All the reft were coupled 
in the ſame manner, every Jacx with his 
Jo Ax, dawn to the very ſcultion-boy, who was 
fmoring in the garret with the hoſtler's daugh- 
ter, a girl that had not yet entered in her teens. 
So, ſaid Ito myſelf, this is like to bea very fruitful 
houſe. But the beſt of it is, that not one 
creature can reproach another. A very regular 
gradation, from the meaneſt ſervant up to the 
maſter ! | 

This phenomenon, which indeed was no mi- 
racle in that delightful climate, gave me the 


thought of paying a like viſit to the houſes of 


ſeveral courtiers, I found them all pretty near 


| in the ſame ſituation. In one the husband was 


abſent - 
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abſent; but a great booby of a footman occupied 
his place. The fellow was not aſleep, and the 
lady made good uſe of her' time. In another 
houſe, Madam was fleeping by the ſide of her 
chamberlain, while happy Monſieur regaled 
himſelf in the bed of an actreſs. In a third 
the husband was at reſt in the arms of a bloated 


old governeſs, and his lady loſing her honour 


in a party at ombre. In a word, having gone 
thro* about a ſcore of palaces, and perceiving 
that every thing went on much in the ſame 
manner as in the houſe I inhabited, I reſolved ta 
play them a trick in my own natural way, 
With this view I went home, and muttered over 
certain charms, which buried them all in a pro- 
found lethargy, 'that I knew would continue till 
eight o' clock the next evening. Iexempted nota ſoul 
from the effect of my magic power, but the por - 
ters, and a few leprous wretches that no woman 
would touch. At five o'clock in the afternoon 
I took my flight from houſe to houſe, making 
myſelf inviſible to enhance the pleaſure of the 
adventure. I opened all the doors to a great 
number of perſons of both ſexes, who came to 
pay their cuſtomary viſits. Surprized to ſee no- 
body when they entered, the gueſts went from 
room to room, and ſurveyed at leifure this hu- 
morous aſſemblage of love. In one I waked 
the maſter from the ſide of his chambermaid, 
and the good man burſt out into a hearty laugh 
to ſee his dear moiety in the arms of a valet. 
In another I took the charm from my lady, 


(that lady who had lodged with her * 
| ain 


_— —— — —— ——— 
3 — — - 


. 
= ——— —— — r 
— — —— — — — — 

I wh 
— —— — — — 5 


248 The Devil Hermit. 


lain) and ſhe ſtormed like a mad woman at her 


crimes, were the firſt to railly thoſe who had 
been detected. 


more reſerved for the future, I determined to 


1 chambermaid. 


husband, becauſe ſhe caught him with the go- 
verneſs.of her children, The lord who had 
Juſt riſen from his actreſs, threw out a thouſand 
invectives at his wife, whom he ſurprized in the 
flagrant act of infidelity, | 

The hiſtory of this affair, for a conſiderable 
time, gave a great deal of diverſion to the 
court, The Count my imaginary husband, 
and nis domeſtics, tho ' guilty of the fame 


As they were not like to be 


make an example of them too, and put my de- 


ſign in execution the very next night. After ha- 


ving lulled them all heartily to ſleep, I went to 
the enchanted caſtle to fetch home the lady my 
original, and made her an eye witneſs of the 
diſorders of her family. As ſhe was virtuous 
at this time, ſhe drove away all theſe ſcandalous 
domeſticks, not omitting ever her husband's 
His lordſhip, who loved variety, 
was very well pleaſed with this revolution. She 


who ſucceeded took the place of her predeceſſor ; 


as who could long reſiſt the endearments of a 
Count ? | 
Having again tranſported the lady back to 
her former habitation, the ſame ceconomy be- 
gan again in the houſe ; whence I concluded 
them an incorrigible company, and that the de- 
vils had no need to tempt ſuch people as theſe. 
An idle life, good eating and drinking, and 


above all. the maſter's example, inſtructed them 


better 


— 
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better than hell itſelf could have done. It is 
not without reaſon therefore that our diabol ical 
princes are fond of the court, becauſe they live 
there in a ſweet repoſe, and have ſcarce any buſi- 
neſs on their hands. 

[ paſied my time, you ſee, moſt agreeably. 
Fortune, however, jealous of my happineſs, no 
longer continued me in her favour, but put a 
ſudden end to my enjoyment. I have told you, 
that I had given ſome hopes to the EK. u of 
Malta. BELPHEGOR, ſurprized at my reſiſt⸗ 
ance, (for he was entirely devoted to the Che- 
valier) began to doubt that I was not a real 
woman, and ſuſpected that my form was mere- 
ly fantaſtical. Immediately he took his flight 
to hell, and convoked together all the inhabi- 
tants of that empire, who appzared to his ſum- 
mons z they appeared, I ſay, all but your humble 
ſervant, Then he no longer doubted my ha- 
ving borrowed the lady's figure, and his rage 
drew from him the moſt horrible imprecations 
againſt my poor individual. I knew from the 
firſt tl the danger I was expoſed to, and therefore 
went inſtantly to the e palace, releaſed 
the Countels, and tranſported her to her cham- 
ber. — I then took my flight into the middle re- 
gion of the air, where, alas ! he ſoon diſcovere 
me, I was obliged to conieſs my crime; for a 


crime it was to inſinuate myſelf at court. All 


his raſcally followers, my mercileſs comerades, 
hunted me with ſo much brutality, that I trem- 


bled leſt I ſhould never get out of their clutches. 


By degrees however I made my eſcape, and after 
having 
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Having rambled thro' ſeveral provinces, I met 


by chance a canon or abbot of the court, who 
gave me an e in * body. 


n 
2 3 


: — 


„„ IV. 


o the Occupations of A ſtaroth, as an ecele- 
fraſtical Chancellor, | 


D not imagine, Sir, that my new hoſt 


was one of your common ſort of abbots, 


your eccleſiaſtics reduced to a ſimple prebend, 


your zealous prieſts who ſet hell at defiance: ſuch 


a thought as that would do me great injuſtice ; I 


was too fond of courtiers to debaſe myſelf fo 
egregiouſſy. Having taſted the pleaſures of a 


court life, I was in no haſte to renounce them. 


For this reaſon they gave me, by way of irony, 


the name of the courtly Dx Mon, and ſome 


writers have put me upon a level with BEI. 
PHEGOR and LEVIATHAN. It was in 
wandering from country to country, in order 
to eſcape the claws of my enemies, when I was 
juſt ready, out of mere deſpair, to take repoſe 


under the frock of a father cordelier, that I 


found this holy man, who ſoon made me amends 


for the affront I had received, in being obliged 


| to leave the Counteſs Be L1sE. 


It is indeed very true, that the court J was 
now going to act my part in could not be put 


in competition with the other. Nothing was 
9 ſeen 
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feen in the firſt but magnificence, riches, ban- 
quets, and balls: the ſecond, on the contrary, 
was diſtinguiſhed only by rapine, niggardli- 
neſs, and ſordid intereſt. In the firſt was an 
infinite number of fine gentlemen, witty, po- 
lite, and affable; in the ſecond a filthy troop 

of hypocrites, buried almoſt for ever in drun- 
kenneſs. Yet even here I taſted a great many 
pleaſures, as the mummeries which paſſed were 
ſeaſoned with a certain ſatirical ſalt, that 


made them extremely delightful. 


The perſon who had lodged me was the ſe- 
cond man in the ſtate, and inferior only to the 
prince. He held the two chief employments of 
that eccleſiaſtical ſovereignty; which employ- 
ments, notwithſtanding, were incompatible in 
themſelves, and could not be filled up by one 
and the ſame perſon. But what cannot favour 
perform? It gives capacity to thoſe who have it 
not. I confeſs that the figure of this man made 
me recoll at firſt, and that it was with reluctance 
I fo debaſed myſelf, Juſt aſter having quitted a 
beautiful lady, as to jſump down the throat of a 
creature four foot and a half high, with broad 
round ſhoulders, the paunch of a Sa NCH, and 
a mean crabbed air, which at firft glance gave a 
full indication of his folly, and that his under- 
ſtanding was altogether as ſhort as his ſight. 
Such was, in reality, this quibbling ſophiſticat- 
ing Monſieur l' AB Bx!, the Count de RoL LIN. 
The ſtate has been divided from time immemorial 
between As Mop Es the devil of luxury, and 
FAG EI. the devil of chicanery. The firſt 

| * preſides 


1% 52 The Devil Hermit. 


— 


. — 2p 4 Dont — = ——— — 
= - — — - 


— —— — — — 
—— — - — — * 
- r K d  IIE  ER — x 
Y 5 — — — * _ 


_ preſides over the heads of the community, and 


the ſecond influences the populace only : in a 


word, As MOD E us is as it were the prince, and 


FAGEL acts as the chancellor. 

Happily for me detected, in the form of ſe- 
cretary to my new hoſt, another diſgraced devil 
whoſe name was URIEILI. He had already 


officiated for ten years. in this character, and 


with the higheſt applauſe from his worthy 'ma- 
ſter. You know doubtleſs that Lord URIEI 
is the verricſt thief, and yet the moſt arro- 
gant raſcal that ever hell produced. At my ar- 
rival, however, his credit began to diminiſh: 
be had committed ſo many rogueries to enrich his 
patron, as to draw on himſelf a great number 


of enemies. The very imps of AsMoDEvus, 
_ jealous of his glory, and becauſe he had. gone 


even beyond them in promiſes, were trying 
their utmoſt to out- reach him. I dextrouſly 
took advantage of the remainder of his credit, 
to get myſelf acquainted with the intrigues of 
this petty court, As I had over him a fort of 


- ſuperiority, I commanded him to unmask the ſo- 


vereign and his principal courtiers, Iwas obliged, 


in order to maxe him comply, to declare my 


name ; but it was upon oath firſt given, that 
he would never betray me, nor diſcover my retreat 


to my perſecutors. The oath of a devil indeed is 


no very ſacred thing, as the ſcoundre] taught me 


within four months after, when, to ſupport 
himſelf, he impeached me, But if I am not reven- 
gel on him, never believe ASTAROTH again. 


Friend 


J / . tak. 
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Friend ASTAROT H, ſays URTEIL to me 


v3 one day, I am going to court, to get the depo- 

nd ſition fs gned of a gallant eccleſiaſtic, who was 

& lately deprived of his benefice for having lived 

: jp too regularly. If thou wanteſt to know the 
1 


ſovereign and his chief courtiers, come with me, 
dy and leave thy good maſter a few hours. He 
nd ſpends the afternoon with Madam LE CHER“ 


* ous, and has no occaſion for thee: for his own 
5 inclination will make him act more brutalities 
than thou art able to ſuggeſt. — Let us go then, 
> my dear URIEL; I am ready, ſaid I, to bear 


thee company. — Scarce were we a league from 
the city when we met a ſmall company of 
people, who were taking the air in a ſpacious 
3 avenue ſhaded with poplars, and watered by a 
fine large river, 

S The firſt thing T enquired was, who thoſe 
4 men were, They are, anſwered he, the prince 


: and his courtiers, Doſt thou note that great old 
p ſhark of a man, who walks with the help of a 
crutch- ſtick ? That is BARNABASs, the great 


BARN ABAS. What, faid I, the prince? Ay 
friend, the prince, replies Un IEL, — He has, 
in my opinion, a very mean aſpect and air: that 
gray head of his gives me but an indifferent idea 
of his wiſdom, and capacity for government. -— 
| What a fool art thou, ſays he, for a devil of 
thy experience! Thou oughteſt to know, that 
they are not always men of merit who are raiſed 

to ſuch dignities as theſe, A lazy diſregard to 

all the exceſſes of the nobility is preferable to 

any other quality. Beſides, intrigue and 

| F 3 | ſimony 
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mony are engines that ſeldom here fail of ſuc- 
cels. It was merely to cabal, and the intereſt 
of a few particular men, that this fellow owed 
his high elevation. They thought, by electing 
a man without genius, to engroſs the govern- 
ment in their own hands. But BarnaBas 
has bit them all: tho' a wretch that formerly 
often wanted bread, he has violated his probity, 
and all the ties of friendſhip, to maintain the au- 
thority they gave him, and has aptly enough taken 
for his motto, Plus voluit. 
Sayſt thou ſo, friend Ur1tL? replied J. 
The fellow then is not ſuch a fool as I thought 
bim They preſent him with a liquoriſh bir, 
and he keeps it : I think he is very much in the 


E 


right. But favour me with a particular account 


of the manner of this his extraordinary eleva- 
tion. — Give attention then As TAROT EH, and 


. you ſhall be obliged. But firſt I muſt let you 


into ſome eſſential circumſtances: for only we 


Pprincely devils are capable of knowing the in- 


trigues carried on at theſe elections, and I ſhould 
be as ignorant as thou art upon this head, if I 
had not been ten years in the adminiſtration. 
You muſt know, in the firſt place, that this 
fate is dependent on the great JUP1TER of the 
tiara ; that the nomination can be made only by 
a certain number of perſons, who are all poſſeſ- 
kd by the imps of A8MoDEvUs ; and that a man 
muſt be of this body to - have any hand in 
the affair, For this reaſon many noblemen of 
high quality enter themſelves in this fraternity, 


whenever the ſovereignty is vacant. LEvia- 


THAN, 
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THAN and BE LPHEGOR order FAGEL to 
ſet all the electors together by the ears, and di- 


vide them into ſeveral factions. 


He afterwards 


inſpires every one to give his voice to him that 
bids moſt ; and as many are gaping after this 
lucrative dignity, it always ſells high, there be- 
ing uſually four or five competitors, who all 


have their partizans. 


Theſe divided parties, 


after a thouſand diabolical tricks, are gradually 
united by dint of money, and reduced to two, 
If theſe two factions are equal, a very large 
ſum goes to get over one or two electors, and 


then the nomination 1s made. 


It coſts his new 


highneſs indeed, ſometimes, about an hundred 
thouſand crowns : but as he is ſure to reimburſe 
his capital with large intereſt, by ſelling all 
offices that depend on his ſovereignty, the ad- 


| vancing the money gives him little concern. 


He enters upon a certain fund, that brings in at 
leaſt four hundred thouſand crowns per annum, 

Theſe people, however, are obliged to act cer- 
tain grimaces. They celebrate public prayers, 
and call down the holy ghoſt to their aſſiſtance. 
But all that is only a fineſſe of Maſter Fa G 1's, 
that by faſcinating the eyes of an ignorant po- 
pulace, he may the better fiſn in troubled water. 


| In a word, there paſſes ſo many apiſh, not to 


ſay deviliſh tricks at theſe elections, that I 


ſhould never finiſh the irkſome relation. 


Be- 


ſides, you will become acquainted with theſe 


things yourſelf, if you ſtay here any time: 


for 


yon old fellow is juſt at the end of his career, 
and muſt very ſoon go to receive the puniſhment 


due 
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due to his avarice and ingratitude. His apart- 


ment is already prepared among us: we wait his 


coming with impatience, in order to exact from 
him a ſevere retribution for all the goods that he 
has raviſhed from the poor, to fupport the lux- 
ury of his family, — But let us return to his 
election. 

This righteous eccleſiaſtie was very poor, 
2nd fubſiſted upon the benevolence of a generous 
nobleman, who had undertaken to maintain a 
certain party. But perceiving that all his in- 
trigue and cabal, in ſpite of the money he la- 
viſhed away, was unable to triumph over the 
other factions, he was inſpired by FA GEIL. to 
aim at the ſovereignty. For this purpoſe he 
had recourſe to certain ſtratagems, which are 


known only in our empire. He imagined 


that our eccleſiaſtic, whom he loaded with fo 
many favours, and who looked with ſuch a 
fanctified demure countenance, would reſign to 
him the ſovereignty, if he could cauſe the election 
to fall upon his head. Vainly he thought with- 


in himſelf, that a faint of this ſpecies would ne- 


ver be ableto bear the weighty burden of govern- 
ment. He bound him therefore by a ſecret 
eath, But no ſooner was our good man elected 
than he forgot his oath, and his friendſhip, and 
was fully perfuaded that a perjury of this nature 
is a mere peccadillo, that a few years of purga- 
tory hereafter will amply atone for. The 
nobleman, ſeeing himſelf ſo baſely duped, took 
a ſudden trip into our kingdom, to carry thither 


his complaints, where he waits the coming of 


this 
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his falſe friend, in order to make him ſenſible 
hat the laws of friendſhip-and gratitude are not 
jolated with - impunity. I am of opinion, 
however, that the match will be very unequal ; 

for the good man, during his reign, has acqui- 


all likelihood will be too powerful for his anta- 
oniſt. 
; Doft thou ſee that lubbardly greaſy-guts, who 
diverts himſelf with a fooliſh thing he has juſt 
uttered? That is a pitiful fellow of a verger, 
40 his highneſs has raiſed out of the dirt to 
make him his prime miniſter ; an arrant varlet, 
born under a lucky conſtellation, who, with 
every bad quality that goes to compoſe a per- 
fect knave, bath made himſelf rich at the pu- 
blic expence, by ſelling all the good graces of 
his maſter : formerly he was a mercury, now a 
ſole privy counſellor, | 

Hah ! what kind of a man is that, who 4; {- 
torts himſelf yonder like one poſſeſſed? — How, 
ſaid he, friend As TAROT H, doſt thou not 
know that ſcoundrel? I am ſurprized at it. 
And yet he is one of that ſpecies who cauſed 
thy baniſhment. He is ape and buffoon to the 
prince, who delights in his low witticiſms, and 
ridiculous capuchinades ; and has therefore made 
him the ſecond perſon in his council, Ay, faid 
I, is he one of thoſe miſerable hypocrites ? But 
he has no beard, and that prevented my know- 
ing him. Let it not ſurprize you, continued 
Un iE L, that he wants the tokens of virility : 
it is becauſe the unlucky poor dog has undergone 

N the 


red a number of partiſans among us, who in 
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the fate of ABE L ARD, for having made too? 
free uſe of what nature had given him. Well 
UR IEL, cried J, I muſt take vengeance on this 3 
great booby, for the ſcurvy trick played me by 5 
his brother. By your leave, neighbour As r A- 
ROTH, ſaid my guide very ſmartly, he is under 
my dominion, and we ſhall quarrel if you, 
touch him. It is he that procures the ratifica- 
tion of all my infamies. If I loſe his reve-| 
rence, I muſt ſoon pack up and be gone. He is} 
my protector, friend, and it behoves me to take 
care of him. The other day he obliged. the 
prince, upon my recommendation, to fign the 
pardon of a young canon, who had got two ſiſter 7 
with child, It had been all over with my ſpark | 


but for his interpoſition. The very next day, 
out of mere friendſhip to me, he procured 
mercy for the curate of a ſmall city about two 


leagues and a half from the capital, who had 


debauched the four prettieſt young girls of all 
his flock. In ſhort, I could not poſſibly en- 
rich my maſter, if this bon companion did not 
palliate all my legerdemain tricks. Such a bro- 
ther as this is areal acquiſition, which he!] may 
be proud of. 

Very well, UR TEL, I forgive him then; but 
here comes another that ſhall not eſcape ſo eaſily, 
That end of a man there, is it not a capuchin ! 
Upon the faith of a devil, I ſhould think it a 
tall Pruſſian grenadier cut in two. Be what it 
will, here goes at him. Hold, hold, no quar- 
rels among friends, ſaid URIEL again; I pro- 
tect him no leſs than the other, for he is the 

prince's 
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prince's director. I inſinuate to his highneſs, 
Ithro' his means, whatever I pleaſe; 
ample, to ſell all benefices, or at leaſt to con- 
fer them only on infants, incapable of knowing 
the function they embrace; or on blockheads, 
without the leaſt tincture of literature; or on 


for ex- 


nder debauchees, who ſpend all the revenues in grati- 


you 
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© fying their irregular paſſions; or, in a word, 
on footmen, who, grown haughty by prefer- 


ment, treat with contempt all others who rely 
on their protection. Hence proceed ſo many 


excellent men, who come in crouds to people 


our empire; hence thoſe debaucheries, thoſe 
ſcandalous amours, which call the bluſh into 
every modeſt check ; hence proceed ignorance, 
drunkenneſs, injuſtice, aſſaſſinations, and thoſe 
other ſhameful vices which reign with a dread- 
ful tyranny among the populace ; hence, in a 


word, that unruly race of men, who know nei- 
ther probity 
| theſe guides leads them blindly into ſuch crying 


nor honour. The example of 
diſorders, that all ſtrangers look upon this coun- 
try, not as a place inhabited by men, but as an 
infernal colony; ſo that ASMoDEvus lives here 
in mere idleneſs, and FAG EL has very little 
to do. . | 
But tell me, friend URIEL, who is that 
little original with an Italian phiz, and a mali- 
cious ſmile in his countenance ? That, ſays he, 
is a cunning ſharper, who has made his eſcape 
from the court of the great JUP1TER of the 
triple crown. His avarice had led him thither, 
and he had amaſſed there abundance of money, 


by 


' 
| 
| 


by ſelling diſpenſations at random to all comen] 
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Tho” born in the loweſt obſcurity, that dwarf 
of a fellow aſpired at the purple, which un- 
doubtedly he had merited by his knaveries; 
but, unluckily for hell, he was ſupplanted, and 
obliged to return from whence he came. He 
then got to be ſubſtitute to the prince, in order 
to perform the functions of his miniftry, It 
was wiſely done to chuſe ſuch an accompliſhed 
cheat, ſuch a worm, that will eat out the re- 
maining intrails of the people. His pale coun. 
tenance, without diſpute, denotes his Italian in- 
clinations ; and indeed he takes little pains to 
mortify his outward man by a life agreeable to 
his calling. He paſles for a ſaint however here; 
but for an abandoned fellow in the country he 
left. He is a true imp of hell, and has acquired us 
more ſouls than a dozen of our own emiſlarics, 
He had enriched a niece by his monopolies, 
whoſe husband, {ſince her death, enjoys with 
impunity the revenues of the church, 

And whoſe is that ſuperb equipage, which ad- 
vances this way? Certainly it muſt be ſome 
ambaſſador, coming to obtain an audience of 
the prince? — ASTAROTH, thou art a mere 
novice here, faid URIEL : all that gaudy train 
is the trapping of a monk. Don Nicais:, 
who owns it, has found means, by favour of bis 
habit, to overtop all the prime miniſters of this 
country. Born among the dregs of the people, 
he renounced, out of humility, a chimerical 
ſucceſſion, to catch one more real, as well as 
more conſiderable, The vows of povertr, 

| and 


and renunciation of 
took at the feet of altars, 


has very good cauſe, 


pride deſerved. 
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the world, which he 
were the means of 
luxury and ambition, He quitted for God a 
vile and contemptible condition, in order to 
embrace one of high diſtinction, A man muſt 
have a very diſintereſted virtue to take ſuch a 
ſtep as this. Scarce was he richer than the Savi- 
our of mankind, having only a cottage for his 
habitation, and a waiting-woman for his wife. 
But now, in a cloiſter, he has ſplendid coaches, 
magnificent palaces, a levee like a prince, and 


ladies of the firſt quality for his miſtreſſes. With 


them he devours the ſubſtance of an infinite 

umber of unhappy farmers, whom he and 
his predeceſſors have reduced to beggary. As- 
Mop E Us, I fee, is whiſpering in his ear: let 
us hide ourſelves for fear of being known. 

But this great man, ſaid I, ſeems uneaſy and 
melancholic : What can diſturb a perſon of his 
diſtinction? — Ah, my dear ASTAROTH, he 
Yeſterday a gentleman 
of the firſt rank, both for birth and merit, diſ- 
puted with him the precedence, and treated him 
with a little uncivil language, but ſuch as his 
How could he brook ſuch a 
heinous offence? As MODE US now prompts 
him to complain to the ſovereign, aud to-mor- 


row he will put it in his head to commence a 


law ſuit with the nobleman, to diſpute with 
him an eſtate that joins to the abbey-lands ; 
and, tho' the nobleman's family has poſſeſſed it 
above two hundred years, it will be proved, as 
clear as the day, that he has no manner of title 
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to it. The ſuit will laſt twelve 'or fourteen 
years, and then the nobleman, having ſpent half 
his fortune, ſhall pay all ceſts, and loſe his 
eſtate. This will be the iſſue of the quarrel 
that now begins; and I muſt ſay the gentleman 
well deferves it. What! a man of his rank 
not to give way, and to be wanting in reſpect 
to the ſon of a baker! Indeed, his lordſhip is an 
impertinent coxcomb, — But let us conclude 
this dialogue, for it is time to go back to the 
city. — As foon as URIEL had preſented his 
petition, and the prince had ſigned it without 
reading, we returned with all expedition to the 
hotel, 


— — 


V. 


New Sights which the DEVIL HERMuIT 
was entertained with at the Court f. 


WIEN I came to the palace I was quite 

at liberty; for my carnal] habitation was 
not yet returned from Madam LECHEROvUs. 
After having rambled from room to room, 15 
ſat myſelf down among the domeſtics, An im- 
pertinent valet de chambre, lolling negligently 
upon a couch, aſſumed the man of importance, 
and ee to talk with five or ſix foot- 
men, who ſtood round him with abundance of 
' reſpect. He preached morality to one; turned 
another into ridicule ; called a third unmanner- 


— — — 
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ly dog, for being covered in his preſence. 
Learn my friend, ſays he, that when his excel- 
lency is not at home, I repreſent his perſon ; 
and it does not become a pimp of a Skip- kennel 
to anſwer me with his hat on. But a propos, 
Sirs ; my maſter ſtays out long to-night. By hea - 
vens! he uſes me ill. It is paſs one o'clock in 


the morning. Does he think I] will break my 


O 
reſt in this manner? Faith, gentlemen, he is 


deceived, he is miſtaken in his man. Tam none 
of thoſe vulgar valets de chambre but as good a 
man, tho? 74 ſay it, as my maſter himſelf 
Then addrefling pimſelf to a chambermaid, 
whom he wantonly ogled, My father, ſays he, 
was the beſt perriwig-maker in our village; and 
who is his excellence pray? Without favour he 
had been inferior to me. O! here he comes, 


and. faith in a pretty pickle too; I fancy he 


wants no ſupper : his miſtreſs has not uſed him 
ſo ill to-day, What a life is this for an eccleſi- 
aſtic! What injuſtice there is in the world 
Well, fortune was ſadly miſtaken ; ſhe had 
better have raiſed me to his poſt, 

Next day the chambermaid, who had no reſ- 
pect for him, related all this to my landlord. 
I prompted him to turn away the ſcoundrel, 


which was accordingly done, ; My chap then 


loſes in an inſtant all his French 2ir, and runs 
to the footman whom he had inſulted the even- 
ing before. My friend FRamBoirse, faid the 
varlet in a ſubmiſſive tone, you know the defe- 
rence and reſpect I have for your perſon. My 
dear maſter loves you; oblige me, and obtain 

2 my 


— —— — 
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my favour, and upon the faith of a gentleman 
of the chamber I will not be ungrateful, 
FRAMREOISE, like a cunning fellow, laughed 
in his face, and thruſt him out neck and ſhoul— 
ders, | 
My charitable hoſt had a magnificent palace, 
adorned throughout with the ſpoils of the church 
and the, people, His ſervants were numerous, 
and almöſt as regular as himſelf, The maids 
lived in per fect harmony with the foõtmen; but 
as they were not enough to make equa] couples, 
one bee ſerved two or three, It is true that 
jealouſy ſometimes occaſioned family broils ; 
but the maſter, like a ruins man, always ap- 
peaſed them, and Jaid the blame on the weak: it, 
\STAROTH, ſaid Ur 1EL, this is a con- 
clave-day : but I believe his excellence will not 
be there; ſor he is obliged to preſide in another 


' tribunal, where he will determine a cauſe in ſa— 


vour of a perſon whom he condemned as guilty 
eight days ago. I confeſs, he does not do it 
without reaſon. My maſter did not know him, 
and the adverſary had made him a preſent of a 
fine golden ſnufi-box, But our man has ſince 
acknowledged his fault, and the day before 
yeſterday ſent him two ately horſes, with fifty 
louis d'or, This procured him the promiſe of a 
rehearing, and that rehearing will go much in 
his favour. Several eſſential depoſitions had 
been omitted. The ſecretary of the tribunal, 
who is an inſatiable blood-ſucker, was not preaſ- 
ed in the hand, and had therefore Jaid thern 


aſide by my maſter's order, But when the horſcs 
and 
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and the golden louis arrived, it was reſolved to 


join theſe papers to the reſt; ſo that the honeſt 
man is now ſure of victory. I am raviſhed at 


— 
4 


al- the thought; for he is an excellent chapman, 

who has always abundantly ſupplied my neceſſi- 
ce, ties with money. Two fraudulent bankrupt- 
ch cies have put upon him a level with the beſt 
Ss men in the whole city. The villain that ſues 
125 him never gave me a ſous, and therefore his 
ut claim is ill- founded. He requires that honeſt 
NO merchant to re-imburſe him twenty thouſand 
at florins, which he lent him before his ſecond 
's; bankruptcy. Now this demand cannot but be 


32 unjuſt, becauſe the other proves evidently that 
f. he "a loſt above a hundred thouſand Rorins, 
which he gave in wedlock with his daughter, 

who without that could not have married a 
petty lord of a pariſh, What an unfair thing it 
would be to make him repay ſuch a debt! My 
ty equitable maſter therefore has taken the noble re- 
I 8 ſolution to give him large damages, and all coſts 


225 of ſuit: ſo that, friend As TAROT RH, you have 
K abſolutely no occaſion to be with him to- day. If 
5 you care then to accompany me, you {hall Tee a 
BE pleaſant conclave, in truth as groteſque an one as 
Fr ever was ſeen in our kingdom, I will give you an 
oy idea of thoſe who compoſe it, when once you 
4 have been a witneſs of their deciſions. You will 
p find yourſelf in a land of great knowledge. 
1 Veſterday you ſaw at court the two principal 
ff buttreſſes of this ſenſeleſs Areopagus; I mean, 
= the ſubſtitute and th2 director of his high- 


1 nets, 
| | 8 3 A bout, 
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About nine 3 the ſecretary URTET, 
for fear of fainting, ſtowed in his paunch five 
or fix large flices of ham, and two ſwinging 
bottles of wine. So my good friend, ſaid I mer- 
rily, you are not over ſober now fir an eccleſia- 
ſtic. His excellence really is much more regular | 
than you, He has taken nothing this morning 
but a diſh of chocolate, and about half a par- 
tridge, with one ſmall bottle of Pockay wine. 
Poor gentleman, I pity him; it is almoſt ten 
clock, and he has already been up at leaſt an 
hour, He never dines till half an hour after 
twelve: judge then, I beſeech you, the ſobriety 
of this good man. Two long hours without ta- 
King the leaſt nouriſhment ! This is indeedcarr y- 
ing is mortification to a very great length, He 
makes amends for it, Iown, inthe remaining part 
of the day. He allows himſelf two bottles at din - 
ner, four more before ſupper, and one ard an 
half after; which to be lure is a gugitum ſuf cit 
for a corporation of thoſe dimenſiofis : for I am 
certain, that if what he eats and drinks in one 
day could be collected together, it would make 


7 body conſiderably larger than that which re- 
(eives it, 
In troth, ASTAROTH, tho a merry 


wag, to preach up abſtinence here. Know, my 
friend, continues URIE L, that the corps which 
I inhabit is the leaſt intemperate of all the 
courtly fraternity. Poor devil, thou art little 
acquainted, I perceive, with canons yet: but 
have patience, and thou ſhalt ſce many other 
exceſſes in this country, AsMoDEUs, from 
| | their 
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their very birth, accuſtoms them inſenſibly to 


this kind of mortification. It is by this that 


they diſtinguiſh themſelves from the common 
burghers, from whom they could not elſe be 
poſſibly known. They wear the ſame dreſs, 
except at church : they have their wives, like 
your married men; their concubines, like your 
petit maitres : they cheat like ſhop-keepers, are 
as Covetous as uſurers, as treacherous as artift- 
cers, Without faith and without honour like the 
populace. 

Very good, ſaid I, this country pleaſes me 
much ; the people juſt hit my taſte, and I fancy 
I ſhall ſtay among them a long while: but let 
us go to the conclave ; it is almoſt high time. 
With all my. heart, anſwered URIEL, and 
immediately mounts into his coach ; for his in- 
dividual, who was the ſon of a journeyman 
blackſmith, and had never in his youth enjoyed 
one quarter of an hour's pleaſure, but ſpent his 
days in the moft Jaborious indigence, was now 
reſolved to make himſelf amends for his paſt 
ſufferings, by all the ways that cfeminacy, and 
the moſt refined luxury could dictate. 

Being arrived at the court-houſe, we went 
up together into a long gallery crouded with 
people. Monks there were of all colours, eccle- 
ſiaſtics of ever / age, women and girls, men and 


boys; and upon the viſage of each might be 


{gen certain ſymptoms, which gave ſome inſight 
into their affairs. Here a troop of young bi- 
gots, with the moſt timorous and humble air, 
uneaſily waited for their examination, in hopes to 


be 
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be admitted into orders: there a company of | 
\ prieſts, venerable for age and ſanctity, ſtood ac- | 
cuſed of practiſing too much ſeverity, Here 
young men and maids, with a gay and wanton 
air, were eagerly ready to part with their money, 
for leave to put themſelves under the yoke of 
HymMEN : there ſome of both ſexes, more ad- 
vanced in years, were come to make complaints 
againſt their reſpe& moieties, in order to obtain 
a divorce, or leave to ſhut up the delinquent 
party in a cloiſter, 

At the fight of ſecretary URIE L, they al! 
approached with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion to crave 
his protection; while he ſcarce deigned to 
vouchſafe them a look. — I was a little diſguſced, 
I muſt own, at the arrogance of this black- 
guard devil- ſecretary. He paſſed thro' the mid? 
of the multitude with the haughty air of an Ak- 
TABAN, and without returning any falute, 
| What ſtupid wretches, ſaid I to myſelf, are theis 
people ! they all know the origin of this fellow, 
his extortions, his thefts, and his ſcandalous life, 
and yet they ſhew him ſo much reſpet! Well, 
it is certain that favour covers abundance of 
filth, ſince it is capable to impoſe in this manner. 
But I met with many other ſubjects of aſto- 
niſhment, after I had been an hour in this dia- 
bolical conclave. 

The young monks were the firſt who advan- 
ced. An. humble phyſtognomy, and a ſervile 
outſide, conftituted all their merit; for as to 
learning, they had little enough of that; one 
only excepted, He indeed had good natural parts, 
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and loved ſtudy ; and he alone was refuſed ac- 


miſhon, He happened to anſwer the bully of a 


bene with a little modeſt confidence, but 
the moſt pertinently that could be. This raiſed 
the choler of our pedantick theologue, who im- 
mediately cried out, What an impudent block- 
head is here! Go, my friend, go and ſtudy a 
{ew years longer. At the ſame time I was mo- 
rally aſſured, that he knew more already than 
| the profeſſor. 


But here comes a good prieſt, whole gray 


hairs and venerable aſpect are indications of his 


| real virtue and merit. What, ſays my ſecre— 


0 the parſon of St Fiacre ? Ah, my good 
friend, you are a very odd fort of à man. 
ö bear you had the raſhneſs to refuſe the Eaſter 
communion to Mr JouFFLu, becauſe he 


keeps a concubine under his wife's noſe, It be- 
comes you much, Sir, to give yourſelf ſuch 
airs as theſe, People report too, that you read 
| the holy ſcriptures without permiſſion ; which is 
| forbid in this dioceſe, and which I now forbid 


you again. The curate modeſtly anſwered, 


dir, I have poſſeſſed my benefice now forty 


years, and my life has been irreproachable during 
that time. Heaven be thanked I have always 
done my duty like an honeſt man, and am 
therefore extremely ſurprized at being cited to 
come here above ten leagues, in order to be 
cenſured for having excluded a man from the 
communion, who is not only an adulterer, but 
a thief, a murderer, and, in a word, a villain 


You 


of the firſt rate. 
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| You are to know, my friend, replied the ſe- g 
roger that it is ſufficient that we look upon | 


Mr JouFFLU to be an honeſt man, It does 


not belong to ſuch a doating old fellow as thou | 
art to take liberties contrary to our orders. The 


curate anſwered, J am aſtoniſhed that ſuch a 
boy ſhould pretend to teach me my duty. Who, 
pray, gave you authority to ſpeak here ? You 
are no-member of the court : it is for other men 
than an upſtart ſecretary to reprove me, ſuppo- 
fing that J have offended againſt my duty. 
Scarce had the old man uttered theſe words, 
but a confuſed murmur was heard thro? all the 
aſſembly. A young fop of a canon, who paſſed 
for a gentleman, becauſe he had aſſumed the 
name of the Count de G****,; this beardlels 
| brat, I fay, who is entirely deſtitute of common 
ſenſe, broke into a furious paſſion againſt the 
poor curate, and vomited out a thouſand im- 
pertinences. After this fit of choler was over, 
it was reſolved, by the general voice of the 


Areopagus, to ſuſpend the honeſt parſon a whole 


year from all the functions of his office, and 
confine him in a ſeminary, A very equitable 
ſentence this, ſaid I to myſelf, and worthy to 
be writ in letters of gold: As Mop E Us him- 
ſelf could not have dictated a better. Cardinal 


MAN QE ſneered; the hypocritical capuchin 
hung down his head; while another great fan- 
tom of a ſecretary, who for twenty years had 


been ſtudying all the crafty ſubterfuges of the 
Italians, dropped a few obliging expreſſions to 


comfort the poor curate; but as he was known 
for 
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for a moſt refined diſſembler, ſcarce would the 

gold man vouchſafe him an anſwer. I believe he 

had very good reaſon for what he did: it is dan- 

gerous to give ear to men of that equivocal 
character. 


See gentlemen, cries URI EL ſuddenly (aſſum- 


ing another air) yonder comes Miſs Ma now. 
That big-bellied maid wants to be married, and 
indeed it is high time ſhe was. The parſon of 


her pariſh, apprehenſive of ſcandal, has deſired 
me by letter to do her the favour of diſpenſing 
with all the three times of asking. The man 
you know is my friend, and it is for his intereſt 
that the affair be brought to a concluſion, By 
all means, ſays the Count de Gu K*, and with a 
great deal of juſtice in my opinion: What think 


you of it, gentlemen? All the reſt remaining 
in profound ſilence, the girl had her buſineſs 
done for a ſmall matter. 


Come in, Madam, fays the ſecretary to ano- 


ther woman. This is Mrs LAIDRON, who 
has been a widow three months already, Her 


gallant has lain with her all that time; for the 
poor woman cannot live without a little of 
man. She alſo wants a diſpenſation, and pro- 
miſes an hundred crowns to have her marriage 
kept ſecret, becauſe ſhe has entered into con- 
tract with two others, who may impede her 
lawful intention. Has ſhe the hundred crowns 
here? ſays the Count. Yes, my Lord, the 
woman modeſtly anſwers. Diſpatch her affair 
ten, adds our bleſſed Count: it is proper ſome- 

| times 
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times to grant favours, in violation of the eſta. 
bliſhed forms. 


Miſs CHRISTINA too, who comes next, is 
in haſte to be married. She wants to have one 
ban only diſpenſed with. And who, my girl, 
ſays the Count, is your intended husband? It 
is ſuch an one, my Lord. Hereupon the di- 
penſator grew ſevere, and repeating the name 
with contempt; O child, you muſt publiſh your 
third ban; we grant no ſuch kind of diſpenf . 
tions. But, e ee the damſel, you never re- 
fuſe them to other people. — You are miſtaken, 
wench, we grant them only to whom we think 
proper. But tell me now the truth, haſt thou 
let the cat come at the cheeſe before it had re- 
ceived the bleſſing ? Haſt thou been playing with 
that blockhead ? No, my Lord, ſays CHRIS: 
TINA very deliberately ; but with 2 

oung eccleſiaſtic of your relations. Out of re- 
gard therefore to the blood, I hope you will fa 
vour me with that little indulgence, O yes, 
couſin, if it be fo, to be ſure the affair ſhall be 
diſpatched, 

Come in Meſſieurs Cornu and CorLous ; 
what is your pleaſure? Mr Corxxu ſpoke 
firſt, demanding a divorce, and that his wife 
ſhould be ſhut up in a nunnery, For what rea- 
n, Sir, ſays the Count. My Lord, becautc 
my wife is run away with the brother Mendi: 
cant of the Cordeliers: they have lived toeg- 
ther this month, and the wicked woman has 
robbed me of all my money. The thing cannot 


be done Mr Co RNU ; that friar is a very good 
man, 
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man, and without doubt has taken her away 
oniy to correct her. But, my ' Un Lord, they 
have been ſcen in bed togeth You are an 
impoſtor, firrah, replied the Com and ſcan- 
dal ze a member of the holy religion: begone. 


Well, Mr CoLous, now for your buſineſs. I 


have the ſame complaints to make concerning 
my wife; only her galiant is a lay young fel - 
low in our neighbourhood. O the vile action | 
cries our impartial judge, to uſe an honeſt man 
at this rate, Let him not only have a divorce, 
but an intire diflolution of the marriage, and 
ſhut up the adultereſs all the days of her life, 
Yonder are Madam IasQUuELine and 
Madam PRERELLE; what would they have ? 
To cloiſter our husbands! they bawled out Ike 
2 couple of demoniacks, The villains have uic4 
us iil, becauſe we were caught in bed with two 


"canons. Diſpatch the orders immediately, ſays 


the Count, and fe2 them well ſecured. Thus 
ended the ſeſſion. 

Well, what doit think now, ASTAROT E, 
of this famous conclave ? Think, ſays I, why 
that theſe wretches are leſs honeſt, and more 
corrupt than we. Hell itſelf would never have 
thought of pronouncing ſuch iniquitous and 
partial judgments, Innocent poor devil! cries 
out my comrade, ail this is but a mere trifle, 
Thou haſt ſeen nothing yet, in comparifon of 
what they ſometimes do. The other da y, for 
example, a moſt amiable young lady, defirous 
to marry a worthy gentleman whom {he jove ed, 
could never obtain her requeſt, becaule the hag 

reluſeꝗ 
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refuſed her favours to the parſon of her pariſh, Þ 
who is an open profligate. They even procec:!- 
ed to invent ſo many calumnies againſt her lo- 
ver, that he was obliged to quit the country, 
But he will be ſeverely revenged on them, «nd 
is at this time almoſt ready to make them feel 
that exemplary puniſhment, which their ho: rid 
villainy ſo weil deſerves. 

Let us quit theſe wretches then, dear Ur: 1-7, 
cried 1, tis with ſome emotion. As much a dei] 
as I am, it is impoſſible for me to hear theſe 
abominations without being enraged againſt fuch 
abandoned monſters, But give me fome idea 
of theſe unjuſt judges ; for I imagine their man- 
ners muſt be yet more perverſe than their judg- 
ments. T hou art much in the riglit, ſays he, 
The two firſt you already know. As to the 
Count, he is a pert little coxcomb, immerſed 
in the moſt ſcandalous debaucheries. He keeps 
a brace of whores at a time, who ſo drain 
his finances, that he is every where in debt, and 
pays nobody. The gigantic pedant, who ex- 
amined and rejected the young monk, is the 
moſt conceited animal of the age he lives in, 
He believes his own noddle includes all the ſci- 
ence of the univerſe. Obſtinate and poſitive as 
a mule, he is mortally hated by all mankind; 
and at the ſame time that thro? an exceſs of am- 
bition, he has ruined himſelf to uſurp a dig- 
nity, and ſupplant the lawful proprietor, the 
chief honour he has obtained is to become fright- 
fully ridiculous. 
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His collegue is what we call a good compa- 
nion, one wuo loves his bottle more than his 


| bible. His ruby pimpled face gives a perfect idea 
of his lite and manners. he ſwaggering little 
| blade, with an effeminate face, u ho fat at tie 


enduof the table, is tlie ſultan of a numercus 
A * 1 . 7 4 1 : A , 
ſeraglio, of wi. ich BC 18 unable ta do half the 


drudeery. The hquorih z oung pullets, under 
| ſuch an important director, lie and languila 


with deſire; and now aud then ſome of them 
take their flight from the nunnery, to ſeek their 
fortune elſewhere, 

As the next day was a ſolemn feſtival, I could 
not be excuſed. from the duties of my office. 
Beſides, it was pay-day, and it is not cuſtomary 
to be abſent on ſuch occaſions, Every canon 
ſcores thoſe days down the margin of his al- 
ma nack, which he turns over fix or ſeven times 
a week, inſtead of a breviary, to get them all 
by heart, 

When I came intothe church, I was charmed 
with the modeſty of all the ccc and 
the ſimplicity = thei: dreſs. Form 10 yourſelf 
the idea of a company of odd mimicks, whoſe 
attitude and geſtures would force a laugh even 
from the originals they affected to copy. Some 
negligently lolled in their ſcats, with one knee 
croſs the other, lift ing up the leg in a horizontal 
line, in order to {new the fine clock of a pairof 
ſilk hoſe, or the neat ſtitches of a long-quarter- 
ed pump. Or leaning on one elbow, with ſnuff- 
box in hand, aj were ſeen to lear at certain 
young coquets, who, charmed at beingtaken 
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notice of by theſe Apo rss, put ona thouſand 
affected airs to captivate their hearts, whilſt they 
were afſiſting at divine ſervice. 

Others, equally attentive as the former to the 
duties of che place, talked alternately to all 
who ſurrounded them, criticiſing with a fcorn- 
ful ſmile the behaviour of certain ladies, -and 
pointing them out with the finger, who threw 
out amorous glances on ſome ct the fraternity, 
Others again were every moment patting down 
their periwigs, and e cravats all be- 
yellowed with Spaniſh ſnuff, in order to whit 
per ſome ſtudied thing in the ear of a pretty wo- 
man who ſat near them. In a word, not one 
vas employed in devotion; the performance of 
that they left to their underling curates, wha 
received pay only that their lords might be at 
liberty to play the fool. 

My tabernacle, not quite fo foppiſh as the 
reſt, was in more ſerious cogitation But in- 
lead of meditating on the myſt cries of religion, 
he was conſulting who ſhould pay for a fine toi- 
Jette, of 2000 fivres price, which he had pre- 
ſented to his miſtreſs, He met with a man in 
the afternoon, who was very ready to take the 
charge on himſelf. 

Here broke in upon my DEVIL Hen mir. 
But Lora As TAROT EH, faid I, how did you 
do to avoid the holy water; Did not your ex- 
cellence run a very great hazard, and expoſe 
yourſelf to the neceſtity of uſing what you ſo 
much fear? —— O dear Sir, do you think 


tlieſe people amuſe themſelves with ſuch trifles? 
They 
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They enter the church much in the ſame man- 
ner as a ſoldier enters the trenches, and ſeidom 
think of the holy water-pot. Scarce are their 
heads within the door, but their eyes wander 
all over the place, and their wanton glances 
are darted to every corner, that they may 
reach thoſe of their miſtreſſes. If they perceive 
a well-dreſſed woman, they move that way on 
purpoſe to ſtare her in the ſace; which they do 
with ſo much impude: Ak that they put to the 
bluſh even the moſt arrant coquet. If they per- 
ceive her to be ie they immediately 
offer the ſnuff-box, and endeavour to ſcrape 
run ntance with her. 
er ſervice we returned home, and found 
our dinner prepared. It was high time, indeed, 
o take ſome refreſiment, having been ſo fa- 
tigued at church; and accordingly my outward 
man indulged itieif at table. But as the cook 
was abſent, the poor jemperats chancellor was 
very indifferently ſerved, and obliged to put 
up with a ſtrong gravy ſoop, and two pretty 
ſavoury courſes. . Inſtead cf bisk he had no- 
thing but a fine Bruges capon, garniſhed with 
fx ſnipes. He had. no appetite that day, and 
thereſore could. not eat above two thirds of 
what was brought before him; but the frugal 
feaſt was a little made vp with a delicate ceſſert, 
_ a good quantity of wine. Aſter his two 
ottles of Burgundy, he ſwallowed a third of 
hs beſt Champaign. 
Having well victualled his camp, he thought 
of taking 2 two hours ſlcep, and then waiting 
| H 3 upon 
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upon Madam LEH ERO Us, in order to paſs Þ 


a way the time till midnight: but this once my 
good chancellor re ckoned without his hoſt ; 
had no afternoon's nap, and was very ill on £ 
occaſion, ULRIE I, who ſaw his unealineis 
conce. ning the price of the toilette, brought 
him inthe news of a chapman. This Perſon, 
having learned that a canonicate might pofibly 
be vacant in two or three days, came to offer 
him 10,0c0 florins, to procure it for his ſon, 
The lad, ſays he, my Lord, is cne of the mot 
wicked young rogues that ever lived. Vine 
and women are all his delight; and, tho' not 
above ſixteen, he has already half a dozen mile 
treſies, to whom he has given above Eco 
florins that he robbed me of. He is withal very 
lazy; and, in a word, fit for a canon and no- 
thing elſe. Your excellence may depend upon 
what I ſay, and that he has all theſe qualifica- 
tions. 

Mr VAILLANT, anſwers the chancellor, 
Jam your friend, and you know 1 have for- 


merly ſerved you. But are you an honeſt 


man? may I be ſore of the 10, co florins? 
My Lord, they are ready, and here is a bill in 
proper form 5 the rg ſur, Very juſt, 
replies his excellence, Well, 1 will go dire Ctly 
to the Prince, and ſecure the prebend for your 
ſon. Take care that the fick man dies but 
within this month, and young Mr VAILLANT 

ſhall certainly ſucceed him, 
I am now once more at court, where my good 
nnr e of fleſhi ſets forth his requeſt, Scarce 
had 
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bad he done ſpeaking, but the canonicate was 
granted, upon condition only that a thouſand 


forins ſhould be given to the prime miniſter, 
The bargain being thus made and ratified, no- 
thing was now wanting but to ſend the preſent 
poſſeitor into the other world; and I took that. 
part on myſelf, and diſpatched it with great 
expedition. But before J inform you of the 
fratagem I made uſe of, I muſt ſay a word or. 
two more concerning the court we are now in, 

His highneſs was at that time engaged in a 
party of quadrille, with three diſtinguiſhed 
men of his court, The firſt that ſtruck my 


imagination was a fat droll with a round face, 


| whoſe good caſe denoted him to be a canon, 


His ſoppiſh airs would have impoſed on any 
other but me, to conceive a great idea of his 


power. But he ſmelt ſo ſtrong at the {..me time 
| of rhubard and drugs, that it was. eaſy to de- 
| tect him by the noſe. This little country apo- 


thecary had found the means of riling to the 
dignity of page to the prince; and it was the 
cuſtom of this ſovereign to advance all his ſer- 
vants to the canonicate, in order to fave wages; 
ſo that laqueys, cooks, and turnſpits, with him 
wore the furred ameſs, This fellow lived in 


the utmoſt intimacy with his maſter ; drank fa- 


miliarly to his health ; took upon him the man 
of importance; and fometimes thought himſelf 
worthy of the title of excellence. He had rea- 


ſon indeed to ſet much value on himſelf, becauſe- 


the prince loved bim, which was an effect of his 
goud taſte, He repeated to him an infinite 
number 
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number of ſtale jokes, which he had learned by 4 


heart and was enabled to ſhine by inere dint of 
memory, Thechapter he had intruded into was 
happy in having ſuch a member, who knew per- 
fectly well how, by frequent clyiters, to eva- 
cuate the riches of the church. 

The ſecond was a little meagre man, who 
ſeemed to be ſwelled with inſupportable_arro- 
gance. It was credibly reported, that he had 
contracted theſe two qualities of his wife, while 
the good woman was equally ſtupid and maſcu— 
line. In ſpite of nature and his ſtars, he was deter- 
mined to paſs for a man of wit; and as his dig- 
nity of burgomaſter raiſed him a little above 
the rank of a common merchanr, he thought 
to put himſelf upon a level with men of quality, 
He was chief indeed of about a ſ-ore burghers, 
men who were fitter to make groums than ma- 
giſtrates. Theos little fellow was rich, covet: us, 
and preſumptuous. Becauſe he knew the two Fiſt 
rules of arithmetic, he would take upon himicii to 
puzzle the greateſt mathematicians. The canon 
apothecary turned bind to ridicule, and out 
witty citizen ſwallowed all toe ironic} pills 
with a clowniſh grin, crying out from time '2 
time, O, Sir | you flatter me too much. He 
lived in a pretty fort of a hovſe, almoſt over 2- 
gainſt the man v ho made the fourth of this party: 
but this houſe was not large envugh to far sf) 
the vanity of bis wife, who as the greatelt de- 
vil of a woman in the Whale cite; which is gi- 
ving her a very compicat character, when we 

oblcrvs 
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Icbſerve that the women of this country ſurpaſs 
even the men in debaucheries. 
The laſt is a man of wit, valuable for fe- 


per- veral good qualities. His father was a coach- 
— man, and the fon is now one of the richeſt 


[nobleman i in the country, He owns {ſeveral ca- 
[flies and lordſhips, and among others, a fine 
fertile eſtate about two leagues from the palace 
of the ſovereign, which makes him the lord of 
ſereral noble fiefs. He holds a court of juſtice, 


lle 

2 one of the moſt magnificent in the ſovereignty. 

ter. Tho' the father had no higher title than Maſter 
die Jau Es, the fon is ſaluted Baron de F*#F, 

and Here the harlequin capuchin, otherwiſe called 
whe the ape of the court, enters without ceremony. 

tr. No ſooner did this original appear, but the 
ers, three dependants inſtantly riſe; not out of reſpect 
112. to the man, but complaiſance to the ſovereign. 
ry Our buffoon laughs in their face, and runs on to 


gi the prince to ask him for a pinch of ſnuff, 


what news is there ſtirring ? Thedirty devil an- 
ſwers laconically, Nothing: I come to ask your 
or highneſs a {mall favour. There i is a monk be- 
low, who promiſed me fix pounds of ſnuff. 
His ſuperiors have baniſhed him to a kind of ſo- 
litude, on account of his buſy temper, which 
ſpreads diſſenfion wherever he comes. His name 


* 
MW live in the city, I nave heard great complaints 
of that man, ſays the prince, and know him to 


as 
= be a mere libertine. He traverſes the c ty all 
re day long, on purpoſe to ſpunge on the Inhabi- 


tants ; 
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is Father B***, and he begs to be permitted to 
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tants : in ſhort, he is a very paraſite, and I can} 
do nothing for him. Ah, Sir, but my fix] 
pounds of ſnuff! Thou art in the richt m y boy, 
ſays his bighneſs: I had quite ſorgot thit, 
Write a letter then from me to his ſuperiors, 
that I will have him continue in my cap. tal, 
Out runs the mimick triumphantly, Mah ing five 
or ſix capers; and no ſyoner was he g gone, but 
the prince cried out in rapture, What an amis 
able fellow is that! My ſolitude would ba in- 
ſupportable without his company; and therefore 
J can deny im nothing. 

His excellence, my ho#t, being returned (0 
the city, ſent for the merchant, to intorni him 
that his fon ſhould be a cenon, But you im 
concerned, ſays he, Mr VAILLANT; wiit 
is the cauſe of that forrowſul countenance 7 The 
cauſe, my lord, is very rational; the fick man 
is like to recover, and ſeems not ready to lcave 
his prebend fo foon as was expected. Patience, 
good friend, ſays my tabernacic ; leave the 
matter to us. and all ſhall go well, —— Hers, 
in order to fe-ure to him the 10,000 florins that 
he fo panted after, I inſpired him with the fol- 
lowing ſucceſsful ftratagem, 

Our poor languiſhing canon, tho' but ſixty 
years of age, was excecdingly worn; thanks to 
three young governeſſes, w hom he had kept ſuc- 
ceſſively. A fon and a daughter, who ow.d 
their being to the two firſt of theſe had a long 
time waited with impatience for the inheritance: 
of his wealth, As they were the children of ſucha 
worthy tather, and two {o amiable mothers, they 
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ollowed their ſteps with the utmoſt exactneſs, 
and the daughter was at that time the miſtreſs 
of our young canon eg 1 improved the 
acceſs ſhe H. ad to the got old man, and Ordered 


— 


UR IE I. fo whiſper in her ear that ſhe ought to 
get rid of him as ſoon as poitble, becauſe he had 


formed a deſign to alter his will. The poor 


girl, very open to our inſpirations, gave him a 


frong ſoup, which in twenty four hours ſent 
him to officiate upon the banks of Styx ; ſo that 
the citizen's ſon was put in poſſeſſion, and we 
cleared nine thouſand florins by the bargain, 
The daughter of the deceaſed entered very 
readily into the ſervice of the new canon: 
but the inconſtancy of her lover, and his ſcan- 


dalous life, obliged her foon after to ſeek her 
fortune elſewhere. 


Already had I taſted, for near four months, 


the ſweetneſs of a life extremely voluptuous, 


among the perſons of firſt quality of this 


country, I cannot fay but I was very. well 


atisfied with what I had enjoyed, and began to 
deſire, by wa of variety, a little recreation in 
the female cloiſter, to which I inſtantly took my 
flight, FAGEL, who made this place his uſual 
reſidence, did not detect me. I ſaw, in theſe holy 


retreats, the moſt charming adventures in the 


univerſe, and often pafled a full half day 
the parlour without being weary, Often I en- 
joyed the whole world in epitome, and there 


was no end of receiving viſits. Delicate colla- 


tions were here ſerved up, to lovers who paid 
handſomely for them: there amorous addreſſes 
Were 


— ——— — — _ 
- k PREY — A — 7 — — rn 
8 . * 
: AR ARE ͤ)U1j11ꝛ 2 ne PAP * 
— 4 me = TY. 
— — noe tn 1 


84 We Devil Hermit. 


were made to the young and handſome ſiſt-rs,Þ 


who were enraged that thoſe who made them 
did not proceed to action. Some exclain 
againſt ceitain indecencies, and ſeemed to tx 

mighty angry at what was offered, when at the 
3 time they were making it all extremely ba- 
miliar. Meſſengers were ringing every mo- 
ment, to del ver in their billet-doux: and the 
old procureſſes cam loaded with basxers of ſweet. 
meats, bottles of wine, and other delicacies, to 
pleaſe rhe voluptuous palates of the generous and 
good natured ſiſters. A ſmali chaplet, or an 
agnus, was the whole retura for all theſe oli. 
ging preſents, which were more agreeable to the 
fair priſoners than even money "an 

The converſation of the old nuns was ſprink- 
led with malicious ſatire, They were all better 
newſmongers than the Dutch gazetteers, or th: 
writer of the Hague letters in the Daily- adver- 
tiſer. Thoſe that were moſt reſerved had al 
ways ſome piece of ſcandalous hiſtory ; and every 
day furniſhed them with a new topic, I was 


very attentive to a ſtary, which the mother ab · 


beſs of one of theſe nunneries related to an old 
eccleſiaſtic, who had been formerly her gallant, 
As they were both then turned of their thirteenth 
luſtre, they made the follies of their neighbours 
a ſort of alleviation for their own impotence ; 
and, incapable of ſinning themſelves, they ſhew- 
ed no mercy to them who had yet ability. 


Theſe holy ſouls, without queſtion, were per. 


ſuaded, 45 by thus aggravating the fact of 


others, they ſhould ſtifle the reproaches of their 
own 
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own conſciences. As the hiſtory that this lady 
related, and to which the charitable prieſt, be- 
tween whiles, added a little ſalt of his own, is 
ſufficiently amuſing, I ſhall give you the parti- 


| culars of it with great ſincerity. 


8 


CHAP. VI. 


The unfortunate Lovers : or, The Hiſtory cf 
Don BERNARD and Madam URSULA 


A Gentleman of diſtinction, but the younger 
A brother of a numerous family, having by 
chance got acquainted with a very amiable 


young lady, the heirels of a conſiderable for- 


tune, ſuffered himſelf to be carried away by the 
movements of his heart, in full perſuaſion thar 
his relations would be charmed that he could io 
well ſupply the defect of his own patrimony. 
The chevalier, who was a man of merit, and 
very handſome, eafily got the good graces of the 
lady. Their hearts, mutually inclined, ſoon 
found the means to lay themſelves open, and that 
explication was followed by an inviolable pro- 
mile of eternal love. 

The gentleman's father, who piqued himſelf 
much on his antiquated deeds, being informed 
of tte gallantry of his fon, took an opportunity 
I am 
informed, ſaid he in a ſurly manner, that you 
are in love with Miſs SoPHIA. But my dear 

I | Sir, 
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Sir, pray what do you think to do with her? Do 7 


LG ; 


ou imagine that a man of my quality wil] con- 
fent to ſuch a deſpicable alliance ? Is the daughter 
of a banker worthy to be admitted into my fa- 
mily? I command you to leave her, young 
gentleman, or you may expect to fee] all the 
weight of my juſt indignation for your obſti- 
nacy. Never think to dazzle my eyes with her 
riches : they are no temptation to me, and to 
prevent their ſeducing you, I order you to get 
ready within two days, to go to your brother's 
regiment, 

"The young gallant falls on his 3 at his 
father's feet, and implores his mercy with all 
the tender language of a deſpairing lover. His 

ſighs, his tears iſſue in abundance, to make the 
old gentleman ſenſible of his violent paſſion, 
But his humility, his grief, his deſpair, were 
equally uſeleſs. Far from ſoftening this inexo- 
Table parent, it only made him more vehement, 
and drove him to the utmoſt extremity of rage, 
till at laſt he even threatened the life of his ſon, 
Our ſtedfaſt lover, grown mad at ſuch treatment, 
fled to his miſtreſs, and related to her all the 
particulars of this converſation with his father, 
Fair SoPHIA was ſhocked at the unexpected 
ſtorm, and felt all that could be deſired from 
the moſt ſincere lover. She adviſed him to re- 
tire to the houſe of his nurſe, to avoid a father's 
reſentment; promiſing to ſend him thither all 
he thould want; which ſhe accordingly did 

with infinite pleaſure. 
Tho 


ber happineſs: 


is due to honour. 
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Tho' the banker was ignorant of his daugh- 
ter's inclinations, yet as he was a man of good 
penetration, he took notice of her melancholy, 
and required to know the reaſon of it. Mliſs was 
perſuaded that her father loved her fondly, and 
therefore ingenuoully owned her paſſion, together 
with the riſe of it, and the obſtacles that oppoſed 
ſhe only concealed the retreat oi 
her lover, whom ſhe ſaw every day, 
quent viſits had but augmented her flames, ſo that 
all the prudent advice of her father was of no et- 
fect : neither his menaces nor his promiſes were 
ſufficient to conquer her paſſion, 

It is hard for two lovers, deſperately fond, to 
keep within the bounds of decency Whenever 
opportunity is at hand, Cp ip uſually hides 
himſelf under clouds, in order to palliate what 
SOPHIA was too complai- 
ſant, and could not long reſiſt the eager warmti 
of her tender adorer. At laſt they ſacrificed to 
the Cy therean gocdeſs; and it became requitite 
to find means for ſecuring their mutual poſleſ- 
ſion. Not many months paſſed before ſome 
ſymptoms appeared, which predicted a tempo- 
rary ilineſs. The beautiful SPH 1a perſualed 
her lover to fly into fome foreign country, that 
they might put themſelves under the yoke of Hy- 
MEN: and as ſhe well Xnew where the wealth 
of her father lay, ſhe took five or fix bags of 
gold, and eloped from her paternal houſe. 

The banker ſoon perceived the dimunition of 
his money, and had no ſuſpicion of any other 


chief than his daughter, whoſe conduct, for fome 


2 days 


Her fre- 
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days before, had give room for jealouſy. He 1 


purſued her cloſely, and caught the amorous 
couple in a {mall village not a great way diſtant. 
At the fight of the old gentleman our ſpark 
made his eſcape, and carried off the pieces : and 
the banker conducted back his daughter, and 
ſhut her up in a nunnery. On the other hand, 
the young gentleman's father, having heard of 
this adventure, made ſuch enquiry after his ſon, 
that, by means of his treacherous director, he 


ſoon got him into his hands. This inhuman 


father, after having cruelly abuſed him, had his 


O 
fon confined in a houſe of correction, where he 
lauguiſhed a full year in the moſt deplorable 
condition. At laſt, finding means to- eſcape, 
he took reſuge at the houſe of an honeſt prieſt, 
with whom he truſted all his money, and who, 
tor only fifty louis reward, gave him a faithful 


account of it, and officiouſly found out the nun- 


nery in which the fair SoOPHIA was cloiſtered. 


The nuns in that country are the moſt tra- 
ctable things on earth, and extremely compaſſio- 
nate to the weakneſſes of young people. This 


is indeed the only charity they literally practiſe; 


nor do they this but after ſuitable preſents, with- 
aut which their hearts are as hard as a rock. 
As our lover had ſtill a good round ſum, he diſ- 
penſed it with great prodigality; and the covetous 
nuns readily opened their eyes at the appearance 
of gold. They not only admitted him to inter- 
views with his miſtreſs, but even ſuffered her to 
retire with him in a hall adjoining to the par- 
 icur. As that is a place ſacred to ſcenes of this 
nature, 
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nature, none but the moſt generous perſons are 


admitted into it. SoPHIA had been curcd of 
her former cholic, by a criſis that is common 


to ſuch ſort of diſeaſes ; and ſhe no longer re- 


membered the many ills it had expoſed Her to, 
nor the ſolemn oaths which her pains had ex- 
torted from her. She ventured afreſh to face 
all the dangers of the fame woful diſtemper, 


and was determined to undergo a ſecond eclipſe, 


She was more lucky however than to fall into 
it; no obſtacle © oO ſed their deſigns, and 
two lovers were lawetully married in the co antey 
they fled to. A ſew months after the Rock be- 
gan to decay, and meagre want, with her rib 
countenance, began to appear: in a word, ex- 
treme neceſſity obliged them to return to the 
place of their nativity. SOPHIA implored the 


"I 
YI & 


clemency of her father; and the good LOR 


over: oyed to ſee her, forgave all that was palt. 
The gentleman's father was dead with rage and 
indignation. His ſon's marriage had cauſed 
ſuch a cruel diſorder in his mind, that he uttered 
againſt him a thoutand me lediCtions at tlie very 
time of giving up the ghott, 

No ſooner was that learned AREOPAGUS) 
of which I have before given you ſome faint 
idea, informed of the arrival of our voung 
couple, but they -diſannulled their marriage, 
and thundered againſt them the ſentence of ex- 
communication. Iuſenſibly the banker perſua - 
ded his daughter into an indifferency for her 
husband, and made a mere fantom of her mat- 
riage, Which at beſt he inſinuated was very 

1 2 ſcandabous. 
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fickleneſs, or out of compiaiſance to her father, 
would have nothing more to ſay to the Cheva- 
lier ; who, half mad at the inconſtancy of his 
wife, retired into a monaſtery, As madam 
had been uſed to the comforts of matrimony, 
ſhe could not long do without them, and a 
ſprightly young canon found the means to be- 
come maſter of her heart. Men of this kind 
come at once to the point, and have very little 
regard to a woman's reputation; and he we are 
ſpeaking of was ſo very indiſcreet, as to make 2 
parade of his gallantry, ſo that their intrigues 
became publickly known. 

The diſcarded young husband, who had taken 
the vows, and aſſumed the name of Dou 
BERNARD, was ready to die with grief when 
he heard of the conduct of his wife, whom he 
very tenderly loved. He reſolved on a terrible 
revenge, and having obtained from his ſupe- 
riors the liberty of a few days abſence, he tranſ- 
ferme! himſelf into a footman, and found means to 
get into the ſervice of the canon, who had no ac- 
quaintance with him. It is even ſaid, that per- 
ſons of virtue and reputation aſſiſted him in pro- 
curing this place, which he held three days 
without being able to effect his deſigns. The 
fourth day he learned that his faithleſs So PH IA 
was to wait upon the canon. He took his op- 
portunity, and hid himſelf in a place proper to 
ſurprize them. At the ſight of his wife's infi- 
_ delity, rage took poſſeſſion of his heart. He 
dat arms at hand, with which like a madman 
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ſcandalous. SopH TA, either thro' her own | 
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wn | | he ruſhed on the canon, and with two plunges 
er, of a poinard left him dead on the place. So- 
va- I PHIA falling into a fit, Dom BERN AR 
his went out, and returned to his monaſtery with 
am all the exlmanls imaginable, 


ny, Madam SopHIa, being recovered, was car- 
da ried to her own 1 A few reflex ions 
be- Þ diſcovered to her, in the murderer of her lover, 


ind her injured husband, whom. ſhe now reſolved to 
ttle W imitate, In a ſhort time ſhe entered into a cloiſt- 
are er of the ſame order with Dom BERNARD, for 
e 2 W whom her paſſion began to revive. After ſuch 
ues a conduct as ſhe had been guilty of, ſhe i-nagined 
it impoſſible ever to meet with a pardon; and 

cen therefore reſolved to follow him into his retreat, 
oM that at leaſt ſhe might give him no further uneaſi- if 
hen MW neſs. URSULA was the name ſhe aſſumed, in | 
he the room of SoPHIA. | 
ible A year after pronouncing her laſt vows, ſhe | 
pe- il was obliged, for the fake of health, to go and A 
nſ- take the air. She choſe for that purpoſe the houſe 
sto of a neighbouring gentleman her friend, whom | 
| 


ac- I Dou BERNARD Knew to be a man of great 

der- MW virtue. Hearing that his dear S0 PHIA was 
ro- there, he went to pay her a viſit. His heart 
ays I leaped at the fight of her, and he could not | 
[he M withſtand his violent inclination to come to a | 
14 I cloſer conference. In a word, they mutually 
op- opened their minds, and came to a reconcilia- 
rto tion. Forgetting all that was paſſed, they re- 
nfi- folved to live once more together; and with 
He that view, inſtead of returning to their reſpec- 
nan . tive 
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tive monaſteries, they made their efcape within | 


a fortnizht into Holland. 

T he id governeſs, who related this hiſtory, 
ſpoke of the lady with great indignation, and 
treated her as an inſamous libertine but the 
good woman hai {urczot her own youth, when 
ſhe entertained jour lovers at a time, and was 
not cruel to either of them. Her conduct cer. 
tainly was more worthy of cenſure than that 
of our married couple, whoſe religious vows 
were abſolutely void in them: elves, and whole 
conjuga! obligati n ſtill ſubſiſted, in ſpite of the 
ignorance of thoſe who had ſet it aſide. But 
this wiſe ſynod makes no ſcruple of treading un- 
der foot all the laws, both human and divine, 
I will take another opportunity to relate the 


concluſion of this hiſtory : for our unhappy 


pair, after all that has paſſed, are ſtill threatened 
with a tragical cataitrophe, 

Scarce were four months gone over our 
heads, before URIE L, the moſt raſcally of all 
the ſubaltern devils, was terribly threatened by 
ASMODEUs for having revealed the fecret of 
the canon's death; when, to clear himſelf, he 
threw the bline of that diſcovery on me, 
What, ſays As MOo PDE Us, is that poor dog 
among us? Is ic he that takes the liberty to in- 
termeddle in my affairs? It is true indeed that 
J have been abſent from the body of his excel- 
lence, being fully ſatisfied that he would make 
good uſe of my advice, and that thou FLAGE1 
wouldit ſupply my place on occaſion ; but this 


ſcoundrel valet de chambre of his luciferian 


majeſty, 
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n ” majeſty, ſhall he have the temerity to come into 
| country that is entirely devoted to me? I 


6 ſhall make him remember this, with a ven- 
te gance to him! He then began with his incan- | 
WW cations, and ſummoned me to appear. I found b 
EY he was in earneſt, and that it would be but a 
"> WW word and a blow: therefore J made uſe of my 
a canning, which indeed I had plenty of, and 
got off with all expedition. My next recep- 


„ace was the body of a Duana, into which 1 


retired without being ſeen. 
but Wl — 
un- | 
ne. | C 3-24 £1 
th 
_ aſtaroth avenges the Knight for the Cruet- 
ned ties of his Mi ref. 
Our ; | 
al UT, my dear DEVIL HERMIT, cred | 


br = I, with ſome emotion, methinks you may 
© of Drew very well interrupt the thread of your 
he Jnarration, in order to ſerve me according to 
your promiſe. Here have you amuſed me, 


FR from day to day, with your diabolical conver- i 
in- Ibtion; and never once ſeem to have thought [1 
that of my inhuman fair, whom you promiſed to 1 
2 make flexible. Can you not rely on my word | 

ake then? faid ASTAROTH in a ſurly tone, I | 
1 beg of you, Sir, to inform yourſelf better con- i 
this cerning us devils, and not meaſure our probity | | 
rian by that of mankind. Be aſſured friend that J 1 
ſty, nk of you, and wait only for a favourable | 


opportunit y 


94 The Devil Hermit. 


opportunity to do what I have promiſed. I ex- 
pect the fair creature to come out of the city. 
He then went on in a ſofter tone: The time of 


your felicity is at hand; your charmer is juſt 
now fer out, in company with her Duana, 
for her country-ſeat. Let us tranſport ourſelves 
into her apartment, and you ſhall ſee what I am 
able to do. 

But ſhe will know me, ſays T, as ſoon as] 
enter, Not in the leaſt, anſwered my faithful 
ASTAROTH : you ſhall enjoy the privilege of 
inviſibility, which is in my power to confer, 
No ſooner ſhall I whiſper in her ear, but your 
affair will be in a good forwardneſs, You hall 
make yourſelf viſible in the evening, uider a 
low lattice that is in the court-yard, and there 
have an opportunity of holding ſuch converſu- 
tion with her as I ſhall ſuggeſt on this occaſion, 
The fair will ſoon capitulate, and you may 
marry her; which indeed is the only thing! 
can do for your worſhip, Nothing but Hy- 
MEN can make you happy, ſuppoſing you wi 
never be ſuſceptible of jealouſy; for indeed 
Madam will not always be fo ſcrupulous as {i 
is at preſent, 

Your humble ſervant, Mr DEVIL, faidl: 
you are going to do me a great picce of ſervice 
indeed, by what I perceive, Does all your de- 
vilſhip'sskill then conſiſt in the planting of horns 
on my poor head? Well, this makes it evi 
dent that all the devils are impoſtors and cheats, 
and that their greateſt performances are mers 
Juggling. Patience, Sir, patience, my demon e 
; ple 


28 


of 
uſt 


id I: 
vice 
r de- 
1orns 
- EVI 
ats, 
mere 
ZN le- 
ple; 


lies: dear me, you are ſo haſty. 
0. propoſe marriage to you, 
of a French petit maitre, that! is, only a trick 
to impoſe on the young creature's con ſcience, 
Iwill place your friend, the Father Queſtor, 
juſt in your way this evening, and he ſhall give 
you a thort benediction. 


ſamiable young fellow | 
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When I 


1 mean cles marriage 


Are you frightened 
at the name of a bleſſing man? This monk is 
no prieſt : conſequently your marriage will 
not be legitimate; and when you grow weary 
of your bargain, I will inform you how to get 
rid of it, Make yourſelf eaſy then on this ar- 
ticle: rely on me, and you ſhall find me à devil 
of my word. : 
When we arrived at the apartment of 
Donna THERESA, we found her at her 
looking- glaſs, adjuſting her head-drefs, which 


had been rumpled by the jolting of the coach. 
How lovely ſhe appeared ! 


The Her mir 
went up near her perſon, and blew a purple- 
coloured vapour into her ear, which in a mo- 
ment expanded to her heart. Soon after ſhe 
began to ſigh, and to cry out, aloud, Heavens! 
What i ” become of him ? Shall I neve iy ſee him 
again? What a fool was I to repulſe ſuch an 
Alas! my ſeverity. 
drove hiin to deſpair. Oh that he would come 
again to himfelf ! that I could have the happi- 
neſs to ſee him once more! What would I not 
do to engage him? As ſhe ſpoke theſe words, 
the tears were ſeen to trickle down her lovely 
eyes. 

J was 
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I was ſo touched with this tender ſcene, that. 
I was going, like a madman, to throw myſelf 
at her feet, if the HEx MIT, who knew my! 
ſentiments, had not ſnatched me that mo- 
ment out of the chamber, reproving me ſmart- 
ly, with a What now? You Frenchmen, he con- 
tinued, are the moſt hot-headed hair - brained 
creatures in the univerſe, Why man, you had 
juſt ſpoiled all. What, in the name of won! 
der, could DONNA THERESA have thought, 
to have heard your voice without ſeeing you! 
She muſt have taken you for a mere phantom 
of a lover. Beſides, no young lady is willing 
to have it known that ſhe is in love. At a time 
when ſhe profeſſes the utmoſt indifference for 
your perion, ſhe burns with the greateſt ardor to 
enjoy it, What a blunder for a man of wit, 
who aims at deceiving a woman] Are the young 
fellows in your country capable of committing 
ſuch abſurdities in love? Only have patience 
till the evening? You are already convinced 
of my little ſhare of power; and you may be 
ſure, this very night, of being happy, and ta- 
king poſſeſſion of the caſtle. The lady, you 
know, is an only daughter, and has neither 
father nor mother living : her tutor may ſoon 
be brought to reaſon, and I will do your buſ- 
neſs effectually. 

It muſt be imagined that I expected the happy 
moment with the utmoſt impatience. At laſ 
the hour came which I had ſo much deſired, 
when I perceived Donna THERESA leaning 


on a window, and vent ing the moſt profound 
ſighs, 
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ſighs. I ſprung nimbly up towards her, and 


y ſelf 1 ſhe knew me at firſt light, Whence come you, 
my] Sir ? ſhe cried out with ſurprize; : and who in- 
mo- formed you that I was in this place? My love, 


art- WF Madam, anſwered I. The deſpair to wh ich 
con- your cruelty reduced me, has made me wander 
ined WW the fields for a long time pat 3 and night ha- 
had WW ving overtaken me - juſt at the gate of this caſtle, 
von- 1955 information to whom it belonged, My 
ght, joys were inexpreſſible when I heard your lady- 
ou? ſhip named for the owner, and that you was 
tom WE juſt now arrived here. I inſtantly determined 
ling to try once more, if you {till perſiſt in your 
time MW inclination to occaſion my death. My tor- 
for ments are fo very ſharp, that I can. no longer 
Ir to ſupport them. My tears, my declining condi— 
wit, tion, have ſufficiently informed you, that you 
dung mare the only divinity I adore, The flame that 
ting WW conſumes me is too fierce to be any longer 
ence WF borne. You know my family, my birth, my 
iced MF fortune, in a word, I have concealed 1 
be from you : Why then do you refuſe my love 
ta- Is it ſo very unworthy of you, O divine THE“ 
you RESA? Cruel woman! See me then pierce 
ther M this wretched breaſt, and fall a victim at your 
oon feet. Here I performed all the fooleries the 
uſi· ¶ are uſual on fuch occaſions, I drew my frond: 
which to be ſure I had no great inclination to 
ppy ſtain with my blood. Donna TFHER ESA, 
laſt perceiving my tranſports, cried out atoud : For 
red il heaven's ſake, dear knight, wie yeur ha nd a 
ing moment! Compole your mind, Sr, and heat 


und! me with attention. 
hs. . K 1 inge- 


— 


| 98 The Devil Hermit. 


I ingenuouſly confeſs to you then, that J 
have conceived a ſincere reſpect for your perſon 
ever ſince I firſt beheld you: but hearing that 
the French are often impoſtors, inconſtant, 
and enterpriſing in love, I imagined that al] 
your actions were feigned, and that you had no 
other deſign than to diſhonour me. Remem- 
ber, Sir, that you never once ſpoke to me of 
marriage ; which indeed was what put me on 
my guard, I know your family. The banker 
who remits your money has informed me of 
that, and of your own particular birth and per- 
ſonal merit: I freely accept your hand there. 
fore, and ſhall think myſelf honoured in being 
your wife. | 

Yeu raviſh me, Madam, anſwered I with 
the utmoſt extaſy, What a happy moment is 
this for me! and how am I at a loſs for expreſ- 
| ions ſtrong enough to ſet forth my tender 


love and laſting gratitude ! Be aſſured, Madam, | 


that all my felicity conſiſts in our union, and 
that I will not a moment defer that happineſs 
which I prize beyond all the riches in the 
univerſe, But, dear Madam, tell me, how 
fhall we bring about this marriage? I have re- 
ceived orders from my parents to leave this 
Place immediately, and can alledge no plauſible 
Treaſon for not obeying their commands. 


Doubtleſs you would be glad of their conſent : 


but the procuring it would take up ſo much 
time, that I ſhould certainly die in the interval. 
I am not ſo rigorous, vir, as you imagine, 
replied the charming THERESA, I believe 
| you 
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you to be a man of honour, and will entirely 


confide in your ſincerity. Here is a good old 
friar juſt come to the houſe, in order to crave 
an alms. If he is willing to marry us, I ſhall 
be ſatisfied without any more formality, Pleaſe 
to come in, Sir, and we will ſpeak to him to- 
oether. 

Here the DEVIL HERmMIT took his leave 
of me, and told me he was going to viſit his 
nun. You perceive, ſays he, that every thing 
goes well, It is I that have brought hither tlie 
good-brother, and inſtructed him in what he is - 
to perform. You muſt not ſeem to know 
him. Farewell, happy chevalier ; this night 
puts you in poſſeſſion of the queen of all your 
thoughts, I will meet you in the, cave two 
days hence. 

Scarce was J entered but I threw myſelf at 
the feet of the fair THERESA. The honeſt 
monk was immediately called. We gave him, 
on this occaſion, the title of father; and tho” 
not in orders, I cannot help thinking he de- 
ſerved it well; for all fathers are not prieſts, 
We opened the caſe to him without ceremony, 
The impoſtor diſſembled moſt dextrouſly, and 
performed his part to admiration, The hopes 
of a good reward made him conceal his being 
unqualified, and undertake with alacrity to 
bleſs our bed. He did not ſpin oft the cere- 
mony to any great length, Supper was ſoon 
ready, and we had no want of appetite. After 
it was over, I took my full revenge on the fair 
TuERESsA for all the pangs that ſhe had 

| K 2. made. 


100 The Devil Hermit. 
made me ſuffer, Well, ſaid I to myſelf, there 


is nothing like having a devil for one's friend. 
They do a man's buſineſs at once, without 
much fatigue or expence. Without preſents, 
without ſerenades, the moſt hard-hearted mi- 
treſs melts in a moment, Enjoyment goes 
hand in hand with-a declaration of love, and 
no obſtacles arife in the way. 

i was fo charmed with the good offices of my 
Dzvir HERMITT, that finding the phial of 
L.o'y water in my pocket, I inſtantly broke it 
v/ ch indignation, reſolving never more to 
make uſe of it againſt any ſubject of his infer. 
14] majeſty. The dev! vi its, Td L, are people of 
INOUF, aud at weuld be barbarous to torment 
. em. 
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| my friend the HE RMIT. Two days : 
after my playing at marriage, under a pretence 
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the good As TAROT H expected me with im. 
patience. So, Chevalier, ſays be, as ſoon as he 


ſaw me; are not you a happy rogue now? 


'The moſt happy dog in the univerſe, anſwered 
I; ſhcwing ſuch tranſport of joy, as gave him 
a full idea of my jelicity, My dear ſpouſe is 
the moſt obliging creature alive; and all her 
Concern is to pleaſe me: ina word, there is no 
man upon earth, but might envy the felicity I 


| enjoy. 


Here the HERMIT ſtopped me ſhort: I 
could with, ſaid he, that this ſatisfaction of 
yours might be laſting; but I foreſee it will not, 
J have other things in view for you, and have 
choſen for your wife the daughter of a church- 
warden, You do not think of ſuch a thing 
ſure, ſaid I ſmartly, What! abandon an ami- 
able and rich lady, to marry a church-warden's 
d.ughter? Ay, Chevalier, the daughter of a 


church- warden; but a church-warden of the firſt 


rank; one, whoſe daughter ſhall bring to her 
portion a rich lordſhip of 300,000 livres annual 
rent. Well, faid J, if that be the caſe, let us 
go and ſee her this moment. | | 

At this ASTAROTH fell a laughing hearti- 
ly: What then, ſaid he, Donna THERE SA 


is no longer the miſtreſs of your heart? You 


are a mere Frenchman, I ſee, and that is ſay- 
ing all at once, Your countrymen never love 
beyond enjoyment. But have a little patience, 
gooi Monſieur; you are condemned to live a 
year with Donna THERESA. For three 


whole months ſhe will love you; but after that, 


Sir, 
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Sir, expect to ſwallow many a bitter pill of her 


preparing. "Tis but juſt, that a ſufficient quan- 


tity of vexation ſhould follow the ſweets of 


love, and that you ſhould ſuff-r a little for the 
inſincerity you have made uſe of towards her, 


as well as for the many other amorous krone 


ou have been guilty of from your birth to 
this hour. Some of your tricks | have heard in 
the cloiſter I came from, where, not long ago, 
there was a pretty young girl confined, who 
had been ſeduced by you. Come, make a frank 
confeſſion of that intrigue; was it not true? 
Dear Mr HERMIT, aid I, let my old amours 
alone. It makes me mad to think of the malice 
and artifices of thoſe nuns. Well, well, the 
DEVIL replied, ſince you defire it, we will 
drop the ſubject: but let me tell you, that 
thoſe ladies are no better pleaſed with you, than 
you with them. Your worſhip promiſed them 
certain little preſents, ſuch as ſugar, coffee and 
tea, but not a grain of eithe- ever came: it is 
in revenge for this that they have diſpoſed of 
your miſtreſs's heart elſewhere, and ſet her a- 
gainſt you. Her preſent gallant has been much 
more generous, and you know that nuns 
never do any thing but for intereſt, but will 
facrifice honour and conſcience for ready mo- 
ney. i 

Well have done with my affairs, however, 
anſwered I, and entertain me with the fortunes 
of that pretty nun who is under your protec- 


tion, and whoſe hiſtory you went partly thro' 
before. Alas! Sir, replied my falſe HER MIT, 


the 


— —ᷣ— 
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the poor thing has been deviliſhly balked. Dur-. 
ing my abſence the whole affair has been diſco. | 


vered, and they have ſhut her up ina dark En 
priſon, from which I hope to releaſe her to- p 
morrow. I have done all in my power to give [| i: 
her conſolation, by infpiring the means of re- 
venge ; but the ſimple creature was ſo over- © 
whelmed with grief, that ſhe would not hear. | 3 
ken to my inſpirations. Her misfortune hap, [| | 
pened in this manner, a 1 

This young Siſter Cox x I HO, as I told 

you before, had admitted into cloſe quarters a 
great booby of a monk, who went to work 
without any precaution, Hardly had three weeks 
paſſed over their heads, but ſhe felt the ſymp- 
toms of a dangerous fort of cholic. Her di- 
ſemper was ſoon difcovered ; for thoſe chaſte iſ 
young virgins are very clear-ſighted on that ar- 
ticle. As ſhe had many enemies, and the abbel; 
was already prejudiced againſt her, ſhe was pre- 
= fently locked up on ſuſpicion of incontinency, 
and condemned to live on bread and water a- 
3 Jone. All her companions raiſed moſt horrible 
1 outcries againft her; yet there is not one of all 
| the holy ſiſterhood, but who deſerves at leaſt as 
much puniſhment as CoRNICHON. 

Do but think, Chevalier, of the unhappy ſi- 
tuation of this poor nun. A captivity the 
moſt ſevere and rigorous ; an old paſſion but ill 
extinguiſhed, which ſtill gnaws her ſoul ; vows 
imprudently made, which condemn her to live 
all her life among implacable enemies, who 
breathe nothing but her ruin,and are withal very 

ingenious 
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K 
Dur- ingenious to invent a thouſand calumnies, in or- | | 
iſco. der to ſatiate their vengeance, Are not theſe 4 
dark Þ moſt afflicting circumſtances? Few ſouls are ca- | 
pable to bear up ſteadily under ſuch ſhocks of 2 
fortune; and the nymph, in my opinion, was il 
worthy of commiſeration. By degrees ſhe liſten- | 
| 


ed to my ſuggeſtions, and I inſpired her with 
a noble invention for her own deliverance. She 3 
has learned how to open the priſon, and this | 
night ſhe is to ſet the nunnery on fire, and make 
her eſcape with the monk, who has been the 
chief cauſe of her diſgrace. I muſt be preſent 
at this performance, and can therefore ſtay with 
eks vou but two hours Jonger.—As to the Marquis 
np- of St Julian, as ſoon as he had heard of his 
di- miſtreſs's misfortune, he returned to his wife, 
aſte and never in the leaſt troubled his head to re- 
ar- live his once dear CORNICHON ; yet it is not 
ess now ſix months ago, that he would have ſacri- 
re- ficed a thouſand lives for her ſervice, Such is 
cy, the inconſtancy of lovers! An amiable young 
a- virgin, who has the moſt obliging things ſaid to 
ble ber, meets with indifference, and at laſt diſ- 
all dain, after the moſt tender ſcenes of love are 
as once over. But let us leave off moralizing, 
which, indeed, is not my profeſſion, and divert 


ſi- | ourſelves with the guardian matron, who had 
he now lodged me. 

ill I was ſuch a little while in the body of this 
Vs creature, that ſcarce had I time to know my- 


ve ſelf. But what could be the reaſon of that, good 
10 Mr HERMIT? ſaid I. A fine queſtion indeed, 
y replied my DEVIL. The reaſon was, that ſhe 
US knew 
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knew more than I, and that, beſides, I had 
no inclination to be confined any longer. She 
had corrupted her young ward, a lady of great 
virtue, and that was all that I wanted with her, 
No ſooner had miſs and her duana fallen into 
diſgrace, but I left them to themſelves, in or- 
der that deſpair might compleat what I had ſo 
well begun: yet I cannot deny, but that, dur- 
ing the two months that I continued in the 
body of this fury, I performed my part very 
well; but when once ſhe was ſhut up in a de- 
fart country caſtle, I preſently left my habita- 
tion, To oblige you, however, I will give you 
an ample account of all that I performed in this 
my old weather-beaten habitation, 


— 
* — 
. 


. 


The Stratagems of Duanas; or, the Hiſto- 
yy of the Count du BELA1IR, and Ju- 
LI A de St FLORENZ0, 


HE Marquis of St FIOREN Zo, a 
noble Venetian, united the moſt ele- 


vated ſentiments with an auſtere, and 

almoſt ſavage virtde. The loſs of a wife whom 
he valued, made no alteration in his nature, 
_ unleſs that it rendered him more reſerved than 
before. Two children, a fon and a daughter, 
the precious remains of this marriage, were all 
his conſolation : and young FTORENZ O and 
| | his 
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— this ffter had cet from their virtuous pa- 
he rents a noble education, which directed them in 
wy the way of true glory. The old Marquis, who 


loved his children tenderly, was continually 
thinking how to procure them an advantageous 
fatlement. His fon was already poſſeſſed of a 


5 conſiderable employment; and ſuch confidence 
= had the father in his prudent behaviour, that he 
”_ kft him intirely to himſelf, perſuaded that he 
12 would ſtill tread in the ſteps he had marked out 
bor him to follow. 
_ Ju LTA, who was but fifteen years old, join- 
oed a noble and generous heart, a heart uncapable 
biz of any thing mean, to the moſt exquiſite beau- 
ty, Love, with all his addreſs, had yet been 
unable to reach her, and his moſt pointed darts 


were blunted againſt the heart of this cherming 
creature, Yet her father, notwithſtanding her 
prudence, did not think fit to leave her miſtreſs 
0%. of her own conduct, but looked out for a dua- 
U- na of known probity. After much enquiry, he 
found one, who was recommended to him as 

the paragon of all Italy. The Marquis, charm- 


ed with the reputation of th is old woman, whoſe 


e. name was FABRICIA, relied entirely upon 
1 her for the conduct of Ju LIA; and the time 
m ef carnival being come, he would by no means 
e. Leprive this dear daughter of the diverſions u- 
; : ſually taken at Venice. Accompanied with her 
ky duana, he ſent her to the houſe of a noble Ve- 


her 


netian lady, whoſe conduct, he knew, was ir- 
2 reproachable. Donna THEODPORA (that was 
her name) was fo pleaſed with the company of 
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her lovely young gueſt, that ſhe took her abroad : 
into all the beſt companies, where her charms 
began ſoon to make great havock, In a little 


time no converſation was heard, but what 
turned upon the graces of Juris s perſon; 
and there was nothing ſo complaiſant and ob. 
liging, as what was ſaid of her, 

A young French gentleman, no leſs diſtin— 
guiſhed by his birth than by his amiable qua- 
lifications, had made a viſit to THEO DORA. 
He caſt his eyes upon JULIA; and to ſee and 
to love were with him the ſame thing. A vio- 
lent paſſion ſoon took poſſeſſion of his ſoul, and 
determined him to omit nothing, in order to 
captivate the heart of this lovely creature, Hi 
aſſiduity, his complaiſance to JULIA, gave 
umbrage to Madam FaBRICIA, who told 
her ſentiments to her young miſtreſs, and asked 
her, if the Count had not made to her ſome de- 
claration of love. Ju L IA ſincerely confeſſed 
to her guardian all the Count's proteſtations of j 
friendſhip and tenderneſs; and declared, that MW + 
ſhe never could be eaſy for his ſolicitations : IM x 
but ſhe added, at the end of her narrative, that I 
tho' this young nobleman had an infinite deal Un 
of merit, ſhe did not feel any thing in her heart, I 4 
that gave her the leaſt ſuſpicion of her being 
ever enamoured with him. d; 

Dame FaBRICIA, whom I did not yet © 
poſſeſs, was raviſhed with this declaration, and Y 
gave her freſh inſtructions relating to her con- m 
duct; adviſing her to defy all men in general, zi 
eſpecially the French, My dear JUL1a, fays 5. 
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dhe, they are a ſet of deceitful, unconſtant, in- 
diſcreet people; put no confidence in them, for 
| they are more dangerous than a violent fever; 


all their carefles are only with a view to de- 
your. | | 
In the mean time the Count, tormented in- 


ceſſantly with his paſſion, followed JULIA 
whereioever ſhe went. 
| fine lecture of the duana, he reſolved to engage 


Having overheard this 


her to his intereſt, coſt what it would. Here J 
ſtepped in to his aſſiſtance, and took poſſeſſion 
of the old woman's heart ; for, as I always had 
a regard for the French petits maitres, I thought 
t a point of honour to ſerve this amiable young 
gentleman. One day, when JULIA went 
with donna THEO DORA to viſit ſome of the 
{ters in a nunnery, the Count came to her ap- 
partments, under the pretence of paying his 
reſpects, and luckily found there dame Fas RI- 
cIA alone. Ah! Madam, ſays he, I am over- 
joyed to find you here without witneſſes: I muſt 
engage your friendſhip in my behalf with Ju- 
LIA ; deign therefore to give one moment's at- 
tention, Juſt at that time I filled her foul with 
my ſuggeſtions, and ſhe confente to hear what 
the Count had to ſay. 

Madam, he begins, IT love Miſs JULIA to 
diſtraction. Serve me in this particular, and de- 
pend upon the moſt grateful! acknowledgment, 
You are not ignorant, chaſte FaBRICIA, of 
my birth, my rank, my fortune, I do not 
aim to deceive your fair miſtreſs; I only intreat 


vou not to be againſt an honourable marriage, 
2 Witlch 
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which I intend to propoſe to her. Her alliance 
with me will not diſgrace her: endeavour there- 
fore to inſpire her with favourable ſentiments 
towards me, I know you have a daughter oi 
your own, Who has not fortune to recommend 
her to an advantageous match: bring the fair 
Ju L IA to condeſcend to my love, and I here 
give you a note of my hand for a thouſand pi- 
ſoles to add to your daughter's fortune, and a 
thouſand more for your own uſe, to be paid as 
_ as the buſineſs ſucceeds. Be ſo good as to 
accept this ſmall preſent of two hundred louis 
d'or. This he ſpoke with that grace, which 
is ſo natural to the French. Madam, he adds, 
J do not include this trifle in the ſum promi*d 
by note, and beg you would look upon it only 
as the earneſt of what I intend to do for you. 
Dame Fa BRIC ILA, who already wept for joy 
at the receipt of fo conſiderable a dum, forgot 
at once all her ſeverity, and promiſed the Count 
nore than he required of her, She pocketed 
up the two hundred louiſes without much ce- 
remony, and aſſured her benefactor, that he 
ſhould hear from her in two days at fartheſt. 
JULIA, at her return, found the Count wait- 
ing for her with impatience; but ſcarce would 
{:e vouchſafe to look on him: a cold compli- 
ment, . that barely ſhewed her breeding, was 
the utmoſt our poor Jover could extort from 
her. All his cringes, all his proteſtations of 
love, conſtancy, and | fidelity, were to no pur- 
poſe this evening, and could not obtain the 
leaſt anſwer, The impreſſion which her duana's 
lectures 
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lectures had left in her mind, was too ſtrong for 


Fa. 


her to be impoſed upon with flattering dif- 
courſe, which ſhe now regarded as made ub of 
art! fice, talſehood, and 188 85 The Count had 
fallen into deſpair, but or pram ol 
dame FABRICIA. Theſe revived his hopes, 
and enabled him to reſume his nat: ral zalety, 
which was adorned with ſo much foriohtlinef 
and wit, as drew on him the admiration of a 


whole aſſembly, He had indeed moſt exce: 


qualities; was a man of- probity and honour ; 


but of a very amorous teniper, and who x 4 
ſacrifice all to accoinpliih his deſigns. 
7 NY ? 


At night the duana, being alone with her 
ward, in a careleſs manner enquired, What 
news of the Count de BELAin? O] fays his 
fair miſtreſs, that man teazes me to death with 
his addreſſes, and the ardor of his paſſion ; but 
ſince you have told me, Madam, that the F French 
are very perfidious and inconftant, I have ſcarce 

ever taken any notice of him. 1 my my 
dear JULIA, replicd the matron, I have fince 


informed myſelf ez xactly of the S charac- 


ter: his valet de chambre, who is a young fel- 
low of good ſenſe, has aſſured me, that his in- 
tentions towards you are only honourable ma- 


trimony. Now if we were ſure, child, of the 


purity of his intentions, an alliance of that na- 
ture would raiſe you to a rank of high diſti ne- 
tion, His lordſhip enjoys the favour of his fo- 
vereign, and poſſeſſes ſome of the moſt conſide- 
rable poſts in the kingdom: I] believe ſuch a 
husband would make you perfectly happy z for 
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the manner of living in France, my dear, is 
much more agreeable than that in Italy. Wo. 
men there enjoy perſect and full liberty: jca- 
louſy is entirely baniſhed from that happy cli- 
mate: that ſtup id paſſion, which here makes 
many a wife Ks wee is there unknown. If 
the Count then does love you ſincerely, and [ 
think you have no room to doubt it, your beſt 
way, in my opinion, is to liſten to his propoſal, 
and not loſe ſuch an offer thro' an obſtinate and 
ill ercunded reſerve, 

But my good directreſs, andwced JuL1Aa, 
what courſe would you adviſe me to take? Shall 
J expole myſelf to the hearing of an equivocal 
paſſion, which will tarniſh my reputation? He 
tells me, he loves me; but may | rely on ſuch 
a declaration? Beſides, ſuppoſe he is really in 
trat mind at preſent, and that he feels all the 
tenderneſs ke would make me believe, is it im- 
poſnble for him to change? 

My dear daughter, replied the duana, you 
reaſon like a perſon of good ſenſe: But have 
vou not the ſame to fear from a husband of 
th.s country? Diſcloſe to me freely the ſenti- 
nents of your heart; do you not love the Count, 
or, at <aſt, do you not feala ſort of favourable 
inclination towards him ?—I cannot but own 
ingeruouſly, governeſs, that this nobleman is 
not di gagreeable to me: but I depend upon a 
father; we muſt conſult him, and take his in- 
ſtructions concerning my reception of the 
Count's addreſſes.— Alas] my dear JULIA, the 
Count will not be forward to open his mind to 

the 
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the Marquis your father, before he is informed 
whether your heart feels itſelf di (poked to fa- 
vour him. A man of fine taſte ought to be be- 


| are to his own merit, and not to the or- 


lers of a father, for the good graces of his mi- 
freſs. The yoke of Hy MEN cannot be 5 


without mutual tenderneſs: therefore, child, if 


his love is not diſpleaſing to you, and your 
heart perceives any inclination towards him, 

give an ear to what he has to ſay, and w-12 this 
reaſons ; it will be time enough then to de libe- 
rate upon what courſe you are to take. My love 
and affeCtion to you are ſufficiently known; and 
the advice I ſhall give you will always be ho- 
neſt and rational, I have more exper 

theſe matters than you: conſult your own 
heart therefore, my dear JUL1a, and repoſe 
on me the whole care of your happineſs, 

But, Madam FaBr1cia, replied our love- 
ly young lady, how would you have a FE 
and virtuous virgin explain herſelf? l 
ceſſantly purſued : all the aſſembly is attentive 
to our ations, and the leaſt nod, the Wh gigs 
of the eye, cannot paſs unobſerved.-—And 
what then JULIA, rejoined the good duana, 


cannot you give him an interview in your o. 
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appartment ? For TY part, I vill do 1 . FT nat hy 4 


comes me; and you may be aſſured, that no 
one living ſhall ever know any thing of the 
matter. 

What is this you adviſe me to, Madam ex- 
claimed the fair JL IA. Shall a youn: 
of honour and birth expoſe her reputalon in 
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that manner? If I could even ſuppoſe, that 
all the world would be ignorant 07 this cane 
deſtine viſit, who can be guarantee « he 
Count's honour ? You have told me, that all 


the French gentlemen are ſprightly, enter- 


prizing, and of a temper not to be withſtood, 
When I am alone with him, who ſhall ſ-cure me 
from his lawleſs attempts? Can I even be ſure 
of my own ſteadineſs and virtue? Oh, Fa BRI.“ 
c 1A! one that is too daring on the ſea of life, 
runs a great riſque of being ſhipwrecked.— 
Not in the leaſt, my dear child, anſwers the 
duana; you hazard nothing; I ſhall be always 
near you. I will do more, I will bring my 
daughter BEATRICE to pals the night w.th 
you: thus ſhail we have two witneſſes, who 
will put a damp to all the Coynt's vigorous 
attacks, even fuppoſing that he ſhould be fo 
raſn, as to attempt any thing againſt your ho— 
nour. Not that there is the leaſt probability of 
ſuch a thing, all his views being as lawful, as 
his reſpect is real and profound. —Here I whi!- 
pered an artifice into the ear of the duana, 
which the chaſte young innocent could not 
withitand, —Would you, fays ſhe, have me try 
im ? I will know firſt if he be in earneſt.— 
By no means, Fa BRI CIA, replied the Mar: 
quis of FLORENZo's daughter; I cannot con- 
fent to any ſuch proceeding. - But; my dear 
child, you confeſs, almoſt whether you will 

or no, that you do not hate this young Lord: 
you will be entirely wanting therefore to your 
on lappineſs and good fortune. I have ſomething 
come 
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come into my head, that will infallibly prevent 

our being expoſed: hear what it is. Vou 
hall take this evening one of your brother's ha- 
bits ; and I too will transform myſelf into a 
man, The Carnival allows of ſuch liberties, 
and no body will cenſure the action. We will 
walk together upon St Mark's place, and en- 
deavour to join company with him. Your ſe- 
verity has almoſt driven bim to deſpair, and 
therefore we may be ſure of his being alone. 
I will talk to you in the character you appear 
in; and at the bare pronunciation of your 
name we ſhall know the ſincerity of his 
paſſion, 

The Duana, after much c6nverſation, af- 
ter many fair promiſes to be faithful, and to 
conduct this affair ſo dextrouſly that no one 
ſhould know of it, gained her point. Poor 

ULIA was taken in the ſnare, and conſented 
to have herſelf led as a victim to the ſlaughter, 
When FABP.1CI1A had brought her fo far on, 
ſhe took care privately to inform the Count, 
who came punctually to the rendezvous. Our 
two adventurers appeared on the ſpot, where 
they ſaw the Count extremely folitary : they 
advanced up to him, and entered into converſa- 
tion. The matron, who knew her trade per- 
fectly well, and had me beſides for an aſſiſtant, 
aid to her counterfeit young Cavalier, Shall 
we go and take a glaſs my lord Marquis of St 
FLORENZO? This was the watch word : no 
ſooner did the count hear it pronounced, but 


he fetched a deep figh ; threw off his apparent 
melancholy 


* 
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melancholy in a moment, and became the moſt 
pleaſant creature on earth, Dear Marquis, ſays 
he, how happy am I to have the honour thus 
accidentally of ſeeing g you! It is what I have a 
long while ſought for in vain, In a word, he 
made him a thouſand proteſtations of friendſhip 
and eſteem; and JuL1a, who was a mere no. 
vice in love and intrigues, imagined that her 
face was not known to her lover under this bor- 
rowed habit. She had prepared an anſwer how— 
ever, in caſe the Count had known her. This 
triumvirate (if we may ſo call it) went to the 
coffee houſe, wl.ere they were led into a private 
room. The duana, that ſhe might not give 
donna THEO DORA any uneaſin iſs, had 2d. 
viſed JULIA to inform her of their metamor- 
phoſis; and as diverſions of this kind are much 
in uſe, the lady had no ſuſpicion of her conduct. 
She had indeed ſo high an opinion of the dua- 
na's virtue, that ſhe was fully perſuaded this 
lovely creature could run no riſque with ſuch 
a governeſs. 

Here I interrupted the "WE IL HERMI T, 
to make him take notice of a troop of armed 
men, that rode with all ſpeed towards a foreſt, 
which was half a league diſtant from the ca- 
vern | Who are thoſe People, ſaid I? Ah! Che- 
valier, aniwers the Devil, they are archers, 
who are now in purſuit of ſomebody. Wait 
here a ET, and I will let you know their 
buſineſs. With that he vieft the air with an in- 
credible IP and was inſtantly back quit 
out of breath. Come along dir, ſays he, tles 


c 3 


W 1 


wretches are going to your caſtle; they are 
emiſſaries of the holy inquiſition. Yet I cannot 
believe they have already diſcovered your clan- 
deſtine marriage, and ſudden retreat. By all means, 
however, let us fly to your houſe, and as we 
are both inviſible, you run no hazard. If the 
raſcals commit any outrage, I will puniſh them 
ſo ſeverely, that they ſhall remember it a long 
time. Scarce were we arrived at the caſtle, 
but theſe imps of the ſacred office were upon 
the return, They had been eight days in ſearch 
of the good father Queſtor and being in- 
formed that he lodged at my houſe, they came 
to ſeize his perſon : but as donna THEREsA, 
for whom they had a great reſpect, aſſured 
them that he went away the morning before at 
day-break, our gentlemen took their leave, 
The DEVIL Hermit, who loved this 
mendicant brother, thought it his duty to in- 
form him of that terrible tribunal, and to put 
him in ſome place of ſafety. In fact, within 
a quarter of an hour he brought him into the 
cavern, I could not divine, for my part, where 
he found the fellow : but however that was, 
am ſure he raiſed ſuch a tempeſt upon the poor 
archers, who were coming back flowly, and 
ſorrowful at their diſappointment, that I never 


law the like in my life. The thunder and 


lightning ſo terrified their horſes, that they 
took the bit in their teeth, and ran away fu- 
riouſly among the woods and rocks, where 
moſt of the riders were utterly loſt. 
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O Mr | 
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O Mr As TAROT EH, ſaid I, what a na: 
lignant devil art thou Not half ſo bad, ani{ver aft 
he, as that infamous crew deſerved, The in- th. 
quiſitor has nothing to do but to get more-tuch; x1 
for theſe will now be of no uſe to him.—\i-an bo 
time the Friar, who was almoſt dead ith of 
ſurpriſe, returned a thouſand thanks to the to! 
HERMIT. But as his compliments were te- 
dious and fulſome, and quite tired me, I in- 
terrupted him in the midſt of them, to make cat 

 ASTAROTH purſue the hiſtory of the Mar- 
quis de St FLORENZ0's daughter. ad; 


CHAP 1, dee 


Sequel to the Hiſtory of the Count deBEL ain, Ml 
and Miſs JuLIA DE FLORENZ0O, 


HE Count, who knew that he was ſpeak- lie 

ing to his miſtreſs, and not to her brother, I tha 
carried on the diſſimulation with great dexte- int 
rity, He uttered a thouſand fine things to the Imo 
counterfeit Marquis, all in language extreme- None 
ly flattering, and enlarged particularly on the A 
Praiſes of a ſiſter of his, whom he ſaid he had tha 
ſeen at the lady TyroDoRA's. At laſt he ſho 
delivered himſelf thus: Marquis, if I was but cer 
ſo happy as to merit your eſteem and friendſhip, NM. 
L ſhould prefer it to all that I poſſeſs. 5. ſrat 

cem 
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ſeem too much of a gentleman for me to be 


[afraid of ſpeaking my ſentiments, I confeſs 


then ingenuouſly, that the charms of donna Ju- 
VIA, your ſiſter, have penetrated to the ver 
bottom of my ſoul, and that J languiſh for love 
of her ; while the os maid, infenfble of my 
torments, laughs at what J feel, and ſcarce will 
daign fo much as to look on me. My family, 
wtwithſtanding, is ſo well known, that you 
cannot but be convinc'd, that yours would ſuf- 
fer no diſgrace in an alliance with it. But alas! 
adds he with a very deep ſigh, Jam not fo hap- 
i as to engage the good graces of your adora- 

ble ſiſter. She is already prejudiced in favour of 
ſme other gentleman, who without doubt has 
more merit than I, The lovely maid has in- 
deed too many perfections, for me to imagine 
ſhe would fix her eyes on any object unwor- 
thy of her ; and this ſingle thought drives me 
to diſtraction. 

As neither JULIA nor the duana made any 
anſwer, he went on in the fame ſtrain. I be- 
leve Sir, ſays he to the counterfeit Cavalier, 
that you muſt be convinced of the purity of my 
intentions. A houſe fo illuſtrious as yours, is 
more the object of veneration, than that any 
one ſhould attempt to tarniſh the ſplendor of its 
glory. My views in this reſpcct are ſo pure, 
that J would ſooner ſacrifice my life, than you 
ſhould call them in queſtion. I am open, ſin- 
dere, and incapable of diffimulation. Dear 
Marquis, zive me an anſwer wich the {ame 
ſrankneſs. May IT hope to poſſeſs the aorable 

JULIA? 


— ——— — —ͤ—U — —— 
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JuLtA? Shall I be fo happy as to have 23 
brother-in-law of your extraordinary merit? 


If you refuſe me your aſſiſtance, I will to-mor- 
row take my leave of this place, and endea- 
vour by abſence to leſſen the flames that now 
devour me. But alas! wretch that I am, I too 
well perceive that my whole life will be only a 
tiſſue of misfortunes and calamities, while I am 
abſent from the moſt lovely ] u LIA. The thought 
of that tortures me to death. To leave a city 
that contains the only object on which my fe- 
licity depends! this is a martyrdom of the 
moſt exquiſite ſort, and what makes me trem- 
ble. For heaven's ſake, Marquis, vouchſafe me 
a word. Can you be affected with my miſcry? 
May I flatter myſelf that you will be ſenſible of 


my pain? | 


Count, fays the feigned marquis, my ſiſter 
is a young lady who has never yet been in love: 
ſo much I am ſure of, — That word, fays 
the Count with a low voice, but loud enough 
to be underſtood, makes me begin to take 
breath.— The Marquis went on: I was ig- 
norant, till this moment, of your inclination for 
her, If ſhe has no objection to you, as I hope 
ſhe has not, I ſhall take care to inform you 


of it. Depend upon me; I will ſpare no pains 


to diſcover her ſentiments, and aſſiſt you in get- 


ting the victory over her tender heart. But! 


am afraid my father, who is a man of a very 
auſtere temper, will not conſent to this marriage. 
He is intimately acquainted with a young gen- 
tleman, whom he is willing to have for a ſon- 

. | 10 
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in- law. 1 am very certain, however, that my 
ſiſter does not love him; and have too goo 


an opinion of my father, notwithſtanding his 
ſcyerity, to think that he would force her tv 
wed a man for whom ſhe had no value, 

Dear Marquis, anſwers the Count, how am 
T obliged to your goodneſs? You promiſe me 
your aſſiſtance, and I foretell from thence my 
own happineſs. Here the fair JUL IA, too 
much affected with the Count's metit, and the 
tenderneſs of his paſſion, betrayed herſelf, and 
could no longer ſupport that character ſhe had 
aſſumed. The tears, in ſpite of her, ran down 
from her lovely eyes. The wary Count took 
the advantage of this moment, threw himſelf 
at her feet, and declared he now knew her. 
This diſcovery at firſt raifed a bluſh in the cheeks 
oi JULIA ; but love, by degrees, inſinuated 
with fo much activity into her heart, that ſhe 
fell into a fit. The care they took of her ſoon 
brought her to herſelf ; when ſhe confeſſed to 
her tender lover, that he was the only motive 
of her metamorphoſis, and that ſhe had not ex- 
poſed herſelf to this adventure, but in order to 
dive into his real ſentiments. 

You ought to imagine that the Count made 
ule of his eloquence, and endeavoured by the 
moſt ſolemn proteſtations to diflipate all her 
doubts. Here ] let a little ſpark of my breath 
fly intothe very foul of JuL1a ; whoſe heart, 
before too much inclined, ſurrendered in a mo- 
ment. They ſworean Ster al tendernefs,and con- 


trlyed the means of ſeeing one anotlier privately; 


NI for 
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for the carnival was almoſt at an end. For 
ſome days they had an intercourſe by letters, 
and the too charitable Duana was the Mer- 
cury berween them ; but abſence, after a fort- 
night, became inſupportable to them both. 
Madam FABRIC IA, with much addreſs, 
managed their nocturnal interviews. She intro- 
duced. the Count every night into JuUL1a's 
apartment, and that charming maid, by little and 
little, forgot herduty. Ihe Count, not only pro- 
miſed, but reſolved never to be unfaithful, and 
that he would try all poſſible means to obtain ber 
of her father. With the conſent of his miſtreſs he 
made the demand himſelf, and at the ſame time 
employed ſeveral pci ſons of the firſt rank to ſe- 
cond his requeſt, Al was to no purpoſe ; the old 
Marquis had given his word to the noble Vene- 
tian his friend, and would not be induced to 
go from it. His refuſal plunged the fair Ju- 
LIA into an inexpreſſible melancholy, and the 
good Duana was unable to moderate her 


- fighs and complaints. All her moſt ſubtile 


ſtratagems were eſſayed in vain. The time 
of JUL1Aa's marriage was at hand. But as it 


was for my intereſt to prevent its accompliſh- 


ment, I whiſpered certain ſuſpicious into the 
Marquis's ear : the marquis told them to his 
ſon, and they both reſolved to watch over the 
conduct of Jul A4. 

One Night, perceiving the Duana to let 
down a ſilken ladder to a man, they with great 


attention obſerved the adventure, and ſuffered 
| the ſtranger to aſcend without interruption, 


Then 
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Then paſſing into a contiguous hall, which had 
communication with Juri. s apartment, they 


heard enough to convince them of her ill con- 


duct. Overcome with rage to ſee their houſe 
diſhonoured, they ruſhed in like two madmen, 
ſword in hand. 8 Count, who heard a 
noiſe, put himſelf in a poſture af defence, 
preſented two viſtols ann he always TE a- 
bout him and ſwore he would ſhoot them both 
if they refuſed to hear his ſtory. 

Sceiag them diſpoſed th give AI I 
Lords, faid he, you know me well enough to 
believe that my life will coſt you dear. T. 122 ex- 
treme paſſion J have conceived for JULI FA is 
my whole crime, and you are not ignorant that 
my intention is to marry her. Your refuſal, 
her friendſhip for me, and hatred of the man 


for whom you deſign her, have been the cauſe 
of theſe nocturnal viſits. 
give her my hand. She is my wife by that re- 


I am ready now to 


ciprocal faith which we have ſworn to each 
other. You cannot refuſe her to me therefore 
any longer, without covering yourſelves with 
eternal infamy. Ceaſe to hate me ; calm your 


fury, and be aſſured that I will give you proofs 


of my probity and honour, 

The old Marquis, more capable of refſection than 
his fon, ordered the latter to appeaſe his wrath, 
JoL1A and her duana fell at the father's feet, 
and the tears of that lovely daughter once more 
touched her tender parent, Though that charm- 
ing creature had never broke throu gh the bounds 
of reſpect and ſubmiſſion which ſhe Oed to her 


M 2 father, 
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father. yet ſhe now ſpoke to him with a 
nerous boldneſs, and did not diſtemble . 
her fault or her love. The father, melted into 


tenderneſs by the tears and moving words of 


his child, pardoned what ſhe had done, and re- 
ſolved to beſtow her on her lover. The Count, 
tranſported with an event ſo happy, embraced 
the knees of the Marquis, and with repeatcd 
oaths, in the moſt folemn manner, declared 
him ready to execute his promiſe, Ina word, 
the nuptial rites were concluded, Dame FA- 
BRK IC IA alone was the victim of this happy 
union: they (hut her up in priſon for life; and 
I, for my part, left the old ME GEAR Ato her deſ- 
pair, took my flight over the Alps, and therce 
towards the Rhine; where turning a little to 
the right, I came to a city famous for its waters, 
where I amuſed myſelf for many days in con- 
ternplation of the people then aſſembled. Ifaw 
there many ſcenes of gallantry, which I may 
relate to you another time; but one above tlie 
reſt engaged my attention, the actors in which 
v/<1e.a very odd fort of a couple. They were 
„no other, (would you believe it?) than a devout 
„eh old woman of fixty, and a gouty father- 
tecollét who ſeemed yet in the prime of his 
years. This podagrical lump of debauchery | 
thoucht very preper to ſucceed the duana, and! 
ſtepped the more willingly into his foul, as the 
country he meg 3 in was the very ſame that As- 
MODEUs bad before driven me from. 
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CHAP Iv 


ASTAROTH a menaicant Friar, 


O make you underſtand the part I acted 

in this new metaphorſis, I muſt firſt give 
you an idea of theſe fellows in frock,and relate the 
hiſtory of him I now occupied; for Jam per- 
ſuaded you are not ſo well acquainted with theſe 
people as Iam, "Theſe bigots, for the moſt part, 


riſe out of the Junghill ; nd the meanneſs of 


their extraction makes them run into all the 
moſt ſhameful diſorders. Incapable of fine ſen- 
timents, they deliver themſelves up to an in- 
famous courſe of debauchery, Drunkenneſs, 
eluttony, and luxury, are their favourite vir 
tues. Under the vail of a monſtrous hypo- 
criſy, they hide the moſt filthy inclinations, 
They ſacrifice the moſt facred myſteries of the 


religion they proſe's to a fordid e they. 


varniſh over the greateſt crimes of ta why 
know how to win them with ſuitable preſents : 
there are no ſecrets which they will not reveal, 

when they meet with a generous man, who pays 
them largely: in a word, they ſel] the's PIACES 
of heaven annexed to their miniſtry, with ag 
little ſcruple, as a jew would make merchan- 
dize of a Chriſtian. A character fo ſcandalous, and 
ſo unworthy of a gocd man, is indeed the true 
character of a Demon: I lived at large there- 
fore in the ſoul of this kencſt monk, as if I 


M 3 had 
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had been in the beſt apartment of all the in- 
fernal ſtate. In fact, he paſſed, and J believe 
with juſtice, for the . moſt crafty and the moſt 
debauched fellow of his whole order. He was born 
in Ireland; and there could not be two better 
qualities, to make a perfect imp of As Mo- 
Ds, than thoſe of Iriſhman and mendicant 
triar, During the twenty years that he had 
wore the habit, he never once belied his charac- 
ter: and as a bad man always grow worſe and 
worſe, he was now ſunk to the loweſt degree 
of libertiniſm. An idea of his life will make 
this truth more apparent. 


The remarkadie Hiſtory of a Recollect Friar, 


TH 13 man was born at Cork, of a mother 
whoſe gallantry had made as ck noiſe a3 


her beauty. As this courtezan had never ſubmit- 


ted to the yoke of HyMmEN, and always en- 
tertained a number of gallants at the ſame time, 
it was imnothble to tell who was his father, 
However, a young merchant of that City, to 

hom the Fee of owning him was given, 
took care of him till 1 was ten years old, and 
then feat him over Holland. Want and 
debauchery in time ale. him to herd with 
a troop of banditti, who condufted him into 
Flanders, there he afioctated with ſome Bohe- 
1147s, and lived among them two years: but 


Juſtice having :pated. this gang, he eſcaped 


din 
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where he met with an honeſt recollect, who 
introduced him into his convent. The good 
father, finding him a young man of hopeful i in- 
clinations, taught him a few words of Latin, 
and in a little time after gave him the frock. Out 
ſpark, naturally licentious arrived by degrees at the 
moſt eminent pitch of wickedneſs, It would 
take up too much time to relate all the infa- 
mous actions that blackened his character: a few 
examples muſt ſuffice to give you ſome ſpeci- 
cimen of it. 

In ſpite of his crimes, he had learned to con- 
tract ſuch a hypocritical air, that it enabled him 
to impoſe on all the world. His grave deport-- 
ment, his ſeemingly ſolid turn of mind, ac- 
quired him the eſteem of an infinite number of 
people of all ranks. A perſon of quality, who liv- 
ed in the neighbourhood, was ſo fond of him, 
that he took him to be the director of his whole 
family. His power in the gentleman's houſe 
was quite deſpotic. This lord had a handfome 
young wife: the friar fell in love with her, 
and reſolved to enjoy her. As he was high 
in the good graces of madam's chambermaid, he 
made her the confidant of his paſſion, Jan- 
NETON, that was the damſel's name, com- 
paſſionated the good man's ſufferings, and pro- 
miſed to introduce him one night into her miſ- 
treſs's apartment, while her maſter was buſy in 
anſwering ſome letters that he had received b 
an extraordinary courier. No ſooner did {he 
perceive madam to be in a profound ſleep, but 
ſhe Py brought in the monk, who 
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ſlipped dexterouſſy into her bed, and ſatiated 
his infamous deſires. The dame, whom his 
brutality ſoon wakened, fearing her husband 
might do himſelf harm, begged him to abate 
a little of his vigour; and the game being over, 
ſhe innocently dropt aſleep again. The monk 

then retired highly ſatisfied. 5 
About four hours after this ſcene comes the 
nobleman to bed, when his lady awaking once 
more at the noiſe, and knowing him by the light, 
asked him if he was not well, and for what 
reaſon he had got up. The husband told her 
ſhe certainly dreamed, for that he had not yet 
been in bed, having been kept up ſo long a- 
bout his letters. How, ſays ſhe, have not you 
been in my apartment fince ſupper ? Indeed 
Madam, replied he, I have not. Here the un- 
+ happy lady fetched a deep ſigh, and began to 
ſuſpect what had been done: ſhe diſſembled the 
matter however till next day, in order the bet- 
ter to come at the truth, She had before en- 
tertain'd ſome ſuſpicion of the monk. Certain 
amorous glances, certain equivocal diſcourſes, 
had perſuaded her that this wretch was a very 
debauchee, who coloured over his crimes with 
an affected hypocriſy. She had ſeveral times 
communicated her ſentiments to her husband : 
but he, far from giving attention to her prudent 
advice, rejected it as the effect of raſh judg- 
ment. Several times ſhe made him take notice 
of the licentious manners of this friar, and 
his private converſation with her chambermaid : 
but the gentleman was ſo prejudiced in his fa- 
| vour, 


LY 
* 4 


your, that he conſtrued every thing into an in- 
nocent amuſement, and ſeemed reſolved to be 
the dupe of our ſcoundrel Hiberian. 

Next day the poor lady, tho* perfectly inno- 
cent, was tortured with the moſt gnawing re- 
morſe. Having been informed that the friar 
went away betimes in the morning, ſhe took 


JANNETON aſide, in order to extort the ſecret 


from her. She thought that ſtratagem would be 
the beſt way to come at it ; and accordingly 
ſhe deceived her by a falſe confidence. She 
asked her why father ANDREw (that was the 
friar's name) went away fo early without tak- 


ing his leave? To which the ſubtle wench rea- 


dily anſwered, that he had told her the evening 
before that be was obliged to go to the city be- 
times in the morning, about an affair of con- 
ſequence. Alas! faid the lady, with a pitiful 
tone, I am very ſorry for it; I had ſomething 
to communicate to him. But 1 know, JANNE- 
TON, that you are difcreet, and love me very 
much : May I run the hazard of 1 you 
with the ſecrets of my heart ? 

Alas]! Madam, fays the damſel, can you 
doubt of my attachment to you ? Believe 
me when I ſay, I would ſacrifice a thou- 
land lives to ſerve you, Never heſitate a 


moment therefore about opening your heart 


to me. — Well then, JANNETON, I frank- 
ly confels to thee that | am paſſionately in love 
with father ANDREW: but he is ſo holy a 
man, and fo perfectly pious, that I am afraid 
he would reject my ardor with indignation, 1 
dare not give _ any hint of my paſhon: the 

remains 
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remains of modeſty hinder me. Oh, my de; 
JanNnEToNn | how ſhall I be obliged to thee 
if thou canſt make him ſenſible of my torment 
— The fcene ended with a few counterſeit 
tears which madam let fall to impoſe upon he 
Abigail. 

This contrivance ſucceeded to her with. The 
chambermaid, deceived by appearances, fell with. 
out reflection into the ſnare, and cried out, In 
troth, madam, you may make your ſelf caß): 


you are not ſo well acquainted with the father 


as Iam. I dare aſſure you, he will not be un- 
ſuſceptible of love. For my part, I have no 
reaſon to complain of him. He has a tender 
heart, I am ſenſible of it, and it is not his fault 
that we have not“ R x. : 

My dear JanNnETon, continues the dy, 
do not deceive me. I cannot perſuade myſelf 
that father ANDREW, who talks of nothing 
but the love of God, faſting, penitence, and 
diſcipline, would forget his duty, to give car 
to my fooliſh paſſion, You miſtake holy 
friendſhip for gallantry ; and he only tricd thee 
the better to ſound thy foul, I am not mi 
taken Madam, replied JannxtTon : take 
my word for it, he will think himſelf at the 
{ſummit of happineſs when he hears of your 
kind diſpoſitions towards him.— Never tell me 
ſo girl, the lady retorted ; I can by no means 
flatter myſelf with fuch hopes. Thou haſt a 
mind to nouriſh my flame, and thy tenderneſs 
makes thee deceive thyſelf. — Lord Madam, 
JAN N ETO replies, how incredulous you are 
Well then, fince J muſt tell you all, oy 
| | that 
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hat laſt night, while my maſter was writing, 
conducted father Andrew at his own requeſt 
into your apartment, where, by taking the place 
of your husband, he obtained your favours. 

Scarce had ſhe ſpoke theſe words when the 
lady, pierced to the very hb. art, ſcreamed out 
aloud, and fell into a fit. Her husband, hear- 

ing her, fled to ber relief; but it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty that he brow ght her again 
to herſelf. As he moſt paſſionate! y love her, 
her diſmal ſituation almoſt drove him mad, 
ind drew from him ſuch outcries, as nite 
the whole caſtic ring. In the mean time ma- 
dam began to recover, and looking upon her 
lord, WII O Was e in tears. My dear hus- 
band, fays ſhe, ccaſc your. forrow, calm thoſe 
tranſports, and leave a milerable woman, un- 
worthy of you, to die. A villain has deceived 
you, under a veil of the moiſt horrible hypo- 
crily : he has this night polluted your bed. 
Think no more of-your wiſe, who 1 is abſolute- 
ly loſt to you. 

Alas! Madam, replies the gentleman all in 
confuſion, what is the meaning of this language:? 
It has already thrown me into the moſt violent 
diſorder, For heaven's ſake explain yourſelf, 
and tell me the ſubject of your ſorrow, The 
lady, withoutheſitation, related the horrid ſtra- 
tagem which the monk had made uſe of, to 
rob her of her honour. The waiting- woman, 
more than half dead with fear, was "obliged to 
confeſs her crime, and her own laſcivious com- 
merce with n unworthy father. Then the un- 
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cauſe of it. But, far from being touched 
with remorſe, and living better for the future, le 


ago, which is very remarkable. He preached 


daughter. Already had he tried every wile to 
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py gentlemen was ſenſible of his whole misfor. 
tune: bur reflecting that his wife was entirely 
innocent, he endeavoured by carefles to comfort 
her, and mitigate her tranſport of grief. No. 
thing however was capable to calm her mind: 
a violent fever ſeized her, which in four or 
five days carried her off. The gentleman, 
though diſtracted with anguiſh, thought it pry- 
dent not to divulge this tragical ſtory, and con- 
tented himſelf with cloiſtering up the waiting- 
woman, without making any noiſe. Since that 
time he languiſhes through a melancholy life, 
and receives no conſolation for the loſs of his 
dear lady. The monk had no mind to return 
to the caſtle; certain domeſticks having inform- 
ed him of the lady's death, and what was the 


2 2 


has followed the ſame courſe ever ſince. 
An adventure happened to him about a year 


during Lent in a country village, and lodged 
with a rich farmer who had a very handſome 


corrupt this young girl, without being able to 
ſucceed. She had long been contracted to a 
youth of her own rank, and the marriage was i © 
to be celebrated in the Eaſter holidays. Fa- 
ther ANDREw waited with impatience for this | * 
ceremony, in hopes it would prove favourable If 
to him. He was not deceived. There was a f 
great entertainment made on the wedding-day, h 
when our hyyocrite refuſed to come into ſo 

much 
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much merry company, and cho{. rather to ſup 
alone in his chamber, 

While they were dancing after ſupper, th. 
good father examined carefully the bridal cham 
der, which, luckily for him, was ſeperated 
from his only by a thin fir-tree partition, He 
very dextrouſly took out a board, that he might 
get in after the bride. No ſooner had they 
conveyed her to the nuptial bed, but the monk, 
who liſte ned all the while, underſtood that the 
bridegroom continued longer with the compa- 
py. Upon this the good father crept into the 
chamber, and fairly took his place by the fide 
of his young wife: but ſcarce had ne attempted 
to execute his deſign, before ſhe perceived he was 
not the man ſhe hid married, and ſcreamed 
out ſo loud, that all the company ran to her 
afiltance. The audacious monk, who did not 
expect this diſcovery, had no time to eſcape. 
The husband, a ſtrong vigorous young fel- 
low, flew at him like a fury, and gave him 
ſuch a hearty drubbing, that he was obliged to 
be carrried home to his monaſtery, where he 
hy two months before he got cured of the 
blows he received, | 

It was not eiglit days before I took poſſeſſion 
of him, that he had corrupted a young girl, 
who waited on a counteſs that was taxing the 
waters in this city. Impoſed upoa by his hy- 
pocriſy, the wench addreſſed herfelf to him 
for her confeſſor. After a ſevere reprimand, 
he ordered her, by way of penitence, to wear a 
cord upon her naked skin. N2y more, fays he, 

ES 
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it is neceſſary that J ſhould put it on you my- 
ſelf. The poor ſimple creature made no fe- 
ſiſtance, but admitted him into her chamber to 
execute his own ſentence. As the girl was pret- 
ey, ſhe tempted his Zeſhy part; and he ., well 
fet forth his cafe, that he obtained his deſire. 
This adventure was never known ; and well 
for him that it was not: for if the old devote 
had been informed of it, ſhe would have loaded 
him with reproaches, as he had ſworn to her 
an invariable fidelity, TT 
W nile he continued at the waters, I inſpired 

him to perſorm ſeveral lege: dermain tricks. A- 
mong others he ſtole the purſe of a German 
Count, who put the utmoſt confidence in him. 
His devotee was concerned in the plot, and 
concealed the theft, This affair having made 
ſome noiſe, I adviſed him to get away; which 
he did very prudently : for after much enquiry 
it was found out that he was the thief, But 
the good German never attempted to proſecute 
him, for fear of ſcandalizing his order : an ex- 
ample that of the moſt chriſtian moderation | 
Being return'd to his convent, he lodged in 
the hands of his guardian, the money he had 
got, and related to him the ſtratagem he had put 
in practice to make it his own, The good 
ſuperiour laughed at the adventure. You have 
done well, ſaid he; this money might have been 
employed to profane purpoſes, whereas now it 
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will be conſecrated to the ſervice of god. An 1 
excellent ſacrifice ! ſaid I to myſelf, Without 
queſtion it will be very agreeable to the ſupreme 
being, 
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being, who accepts no victims, but what are 
holy and innocent, 

Scarce had I been a fortnight in the mann 5 
before I was ſurprized at the frighttul diforders 
that reigned there, One may ji aſtly call this re- 
treat a real cavern of vagabonds, who are all at- 
tentive to glut the eee preying on the 
publick. ** ith infinite pleaſure every morning [ 
ſaw a croud of pretty young girls arrive there, 
who made no ſcruple of kacrificing their ho- 
nour to theſe wretched hy pocrites. Aſter din- 
ner every one took his flight, in order to go 
and gourmandize with ſome bigot of a burgher, 
who regaled them with great pleaſure, merely 
to have a ſhare in their prayers. I laughed as if 
I had been mad, at theſe rediculous nunneries, 

With regard to my fleſhly tabernacle, he di- 
vided his day always between his devotee, and a 
pious eccleſiaſtick, whom he was conducting a 
great pace towards perdition, by inſpiring him 
with a thouſand ſcruples capable of driving him 
to deſpair. He talked to him of nothing but 
a6 wy” macerations, faſts, and auſterities : 
and, it ſignifies little to us devils in what 
manner we get human fouls, provided they 
come to us ſafe, I inſpired my monk with ſuch 
moving diſcourſes, that the unhappy prieſt 
doubted of his falvation, and at lait ran to 


deſpair in earneſt, 


T he afternoon he ſpent with his old devotee, 
in making delicate collations, and fatiating his 
beaſtly concupiſcence. However, notu ithttand- 


ing this voluptuous life, 1 began to be uneaſy 
2 in 
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in the foul of this hypocrite ; ſo that, having 
reſolved to quit it, I only waited to be firſt re. 
venged on that ſcoundrel, ſecretary URIEI. 
T had feen him ſeveral times, but without any 
inclination to make myſelf known. You have 
heard before how that devil fold and betray- 
ed me to ASMoDEUs, I was not ignorant, 
that his principal ſupport was that little bigot 
of a capuchin, the evil genius of the ſovereign ; 
and having, beſides, a mortal hatred againſt all 
tle people of that order, I was wholly de- 
termined on vengeance. I engaged my good 
hoſt to debauch a pretty young girl who came 
to confeſhon, and who was not able to reſiſt 
the power of my temptation, In a word, he 
played his part with her ſo well, that the poor 
wench found an alteration in her health ; and, 
upon the importunity of her parents, confeſſed, 
that Father AnDREw her director, was the 
man that did it. Her father, who had access 
to the perſon of the prince, went thither with 
his complaints. Soon after Father AN PRE 
was cited, by the ſovereign's Command, before 
the venerable conſiſtory, where the little copu- 
chin was to give him a ſevere reprimand in 
his higbhneſs's name. 
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My individual could not bear the admonition 


with good temper. He anſwered inſolently, and 
I inſenſibly infpired him with a moſt violent 
paſſion, In his rage he fell like a madman on 
the poor capuchin, and treated him in ſuch a 
piteous manner, that he lay for dead, All the 
court, upon thi”, was alarmed, The prince, in- 
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formed how the man he loved like another ſelf, 
had been aſſaulted, ran in perſon to the place, 
and ordered the good Father ANDREW to be 
locked up in a dark priſon. No ſooner was he 
ſecured, but I made my eſcape out of his body, 
and took my flight towards the middle region 
of the air, where I wandered the ſpace of _—_ 
or three years, without knowing in what place 
to fix. I cauſed abundance of havock in 
many countries; but at laſt, having viſited ſe- 
veral remote kin gdoms, I a! lighted upon the 
Grand-Signior's Seraglio. I ſaw there the chief 
of the black eunuchs, walking in the garden 


with the favourite ſultana, and inſtantly took 


up my lodging with him. 
How much pleaſure ſoever I received in the 
converſation of my falſe Hen 1miT, I could 


aot help thinking for ever of donna THERE- 


A. 1 found in her charms which ſcemed to 


ſecure her feom all danger of my inconſtancy, 


and communicated my thoughts on that ſub- 

ject to my good friend As T A AOT H. You 
are newly married, ſays he, with a ſmile; and 
your flame continues fierce: it would not be 


juſt to reſtrain it too much, Go home then to 


your dear molety, whoſe deſires are not leis ar- 
dent than yours; but remember al wage, that I 


am ready to ſerve vou with fidelity, and with- 
out any ſelf-intereſt ; which is more than can 
de ſaid of many of your own ſpecies, wno think. 
diſintereſtedneſs a ſuperfluous virtue, When you 
deſire to receive any farther inſtructions, u 


need only repair again to this cave, where I 
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will appear to you upon regular ſummons. 80 

let it be, ſaid I, taking my leave; I will be 
with you again in eight days, at the fartheſt ; 
depend upon my grateful acknowledgement, as 
I rely upon the ſincerity of your promiſes. 
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CHAP: v. 


As rA ROTH Chief of the Grand Signior's 
Eunuchs. The tragical End of the Brother 


Queſtor. 


Need not relate here all that paſſed between 
my wife and I: I let the reader imagine 
what two perſons, whoſe love was tender 
and mutuaf, and who poſſeſſed one another 
without fear, would ſay and do. Eight days 
paſſed over with rapidity, My felicity, howe- 
ver, could not make me forget my faithful 
ASTAROTH - according to the promiſe I had 
made him, I came to the cave, where I was 
very much ſurprized to find him employed in 
burying our dear brother the Queſtor. Dur- 
ing the abſcenceof ASTAROTH, a ſerpent had 
glided under his frock, as he flept, and bit 
him grievouſly. The poiſon of this animal was 
ſo ſubtile, that he died an hour after; and the 
HE RMI x juſt came back time enough to find 

him alive. — | 
You muſt have been buſy indeed, As T A- 
ROT , ſays I, to be thus ignorant of the miſ- 
WE. fortune 
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fortune of your intimate friend. Neither buſy, 
anſwered he, nor ignorant of what had hap- 
pened : but the courſe of his holy life was at 
an end, and it was impoſſible for me to preſerve 
him from the ſhears of the fatal ſiſter. — Be fo 
good, Lord HER MIT, replied I, as to relate 
to me the adventures of this poor brother. —I 
am very willing to do it, Chevalier, rejoined 
my truſty friend : but I inform you before 
hand, that they are not over-diverting. I will 
abridge them therefore, as much as poſſible I 
can, | 

Father PAN cRAc IO, that was the name 
of this worthy brother, ownes his being to a 
rope-dancer of the city of Naples, and a Tur- 
kiſh ſlave, the daughter of a baſhaw of Ro- 
melia. His mother was taken captive by a 
Neapolitan galley, and given to the vice- 


roy's lady; but falling in love with this rope- 


dancer, ſhe eloped from her miſtreſs, fled with 
him into the village of Pugliai, where 
young PANCRAC10 firſt ſaw the light, He 


was brought up in his father's profeſſion, and 


grew eminent, not only for his agility of body, 


but more for his dexterity in ſhowing ſlight- 


of-hand tricks, The ignorant vulgar, who 
could not comprehend certain natural ſecrets 
he was maſter of, ſoon began to look upon 
him as a dangerous perſon, who held corre- 


ſpondence with infernal ſpirits. Certain phil- 


tres that he gave having ſucceeded, all the 


young rakes had recourſe to him, to enable 


them to triumph over the indifference of their 
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cruel miſtreſſes, One among them having been 
accuſed of the murder of a citizen's daughter, 
who had recourſe to law to make him marry 
her, was taken up, and condemned to an ig- 
nominious death. In his examination he ac— 
cuſed Signior PANCRACIO, who, upon ad- 
vice thereof, made his Eſcape to Bologna, an! 
got admiſſion into convent at Scoccolanti, 


After his noviciate, he was employed in the 


queſture, that is, in going about to beg for 


the reſt of the fraternity. His juggling talents 


got him acceſs into the principal houſes of Bo- 
logna: but having abuſed a young lady of di- 
ſtinction, he was arreſted by the hand of ju- 
ſtice. 

_ His ſuperior elaimed him back, and they ſet 
him again at liberty. He had an in interviz\y 
with his fair one, and gave her certain reme- 
dies, that cauſed her dropſy to diſappear, Her 
relations, who had proceeded only on ſuſpi- 


cions, were obliged, when the ſymptoms vz- 


niſbed, to make him reparation for the dif. 
grace. His credit by this was ſo reſtored, that 
he even paſſed for a martyr of calumny ; and 
the affair, which made a great deal of noite, 
having turned to his advantage, he continued 
to live in his former way, He got conſiderable 
ſums by providing for young virgins, who 
panted after the loſs of their honour, Not a 
ſtranger ever eſcaped him. He continually vi- 


ſited all the inns, to ſee who was newly arrived, 


in order to become procurer to their diver- 
ſions. But ſome days ago, and old hag, his 


aſſociate 


— j Pos — Fs ow Py 2 1 Pry — 5 


The Devil Hermit. 141 


zſociate in the juggling art, having been taken 
up for a witch, by order of the inquiſition, 
accuſed this poor brother of practiſing the ſame 
charms; and, but for me, he had become the 
victim of that formidable tribunal. Tbe reſt 
of lis life is very well known. At this inſtant 
the good father PAN RA 10 poſſeſſes a high 
employment in our kingdom, and is more hap- 
py than I, who would gladly be in his place. 
But, as we were not now talking of what we 
wiſh for, let us proceed to ſome other ſubject. 
After this diſcourſe my faithful As T A- 
ROTH requeſted me to give him an account 
of my conduct towards donna THER ESA. I 


loved him too well to diſſemble with him; but 


being more curious to learn the particulars of 
his life, than to relate how I had paſſed my 
own time, I ſoon engaged him to reſume the 
thread of his adventures, which he continued 

almoſt in theſe words. © 
As I told you before, J roved in the air a- 
bout three years, During that time I ravaged 
many a province, and put many a poor fa- 
mily into confuſton ; among which latter was 
that of la CaDIERE. It was I that inſpired 
them with all the proofs of that ſcandalous 
profecution, which was ſet on foot to deſtroy 
Father GI RAR D, and ruin his reputation 
with the publick. It was not my fault that he 
eſcaped the hands of juſtice ; for the proofs 
againft this good director were in appearance 
ſo perſuaſive, that I am ftill aſtoniſhed, they 
did not bear him down; yet I muſt own to 
you 
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you, between friends, that he was only guilty 
of a few flight indiſcretions, ſuch as among 
other people would have paſt for mere trifles, 
But as thoſe of his order are mortal enemies 
to the Queſneliſts, and as I favour that ſpecies of 
ſectaries, I ſet every engine to work to tarniſh 
the glory of that ſociety, which, in realicy, is 
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the ſcourge of hell. 

I ſomerimes infinuated myſelf into the com- 
pany of Jearned men, and thoſe maſter Wits, 
who decide of all writings with an inſupper- 
table prefumption. I rambled thro' all the 
coffee- houſes, to preſide in the diſputes there, 
One day I fomented ſuch a furious quarrel 
between two authors, that they couſd no: 
compromiſe it without a good number of blows, 
which they mutually interchanzed with each 


One was a hiftorian of the firſt rank, woo 
maintained, by ſound arguments, that the Chi. 
neſe letters were well writ, and might be 
ranked with the beft productions of the age. 
He praiſed the author of them extremely, and 
put him in competition with the moſt illu— 
ſtrious writers. Theſe encomiums, I muſt own, 
ſeemed a little extravagant. 
The other, on the contrary, who was only 
an inſipid compiler, quite empty of all that 1 
called erudition, was obſtinately reſolved to 
run him down, He threw out a thouſand in- 
vectives againft the author, Every one laughed 
in this fellow's face, and ridiculed his igno- 
rance, Seeing himſelf become the object of 


contempt; 


contempt, he lcape like a madman upon wy 
Marquis d' ARG E n3's pancgyrift, The latte 
returned the affront, and, f believe, if yoo 


had not been parted, they would have ſtrangled 


tach Othef. 

But tell me, ſaid I, dear Lord HR RMIT, 
vou who ſet up for a wit, and a perfect con- 
50 leur in U terary matcars, tell me without 
pre) id'ce, g 's Four opinion of that au- 
thor and his works? As to my own ſenti- 
ments, Ser, * As TAROT, I own to 
you inge -nuouſly, that it is juſt the /ame with 
lis who made the encomiun ; and I believe, 
thai all thoſe who have any ms of ſcience, 
will ever zliow that writer the pi aiſes he de- 
ſcrves. He has talents worthy 5 is higheſt 
eſteem: and one may ſay of kim, without 
injuſtice, that he is an original. He thinks 
with great delicacy: it is only to be wiſhed, 
that he had more leiſure to correct his 
writings ; but his productions are too numerous 
for him always to avoid ſome rep-tifions : 
this defect, however, m: ay Claim kanne in 2 
man, who is obliged to write two ſheets a- 
week : there are not many authors capable of 
doing ſo much with ſo few faults 

Beiides, his deficiency on this head is ſo amp- 
ly made up, by his fine and delicate reilec- 
tions, that it will not be furprizing to ſee the 
Chineſe letters meet with a genera appro! ba- 
tion, It is what, I am ſure, I heartily wiin ; 
for the man is one I very highly reſpeck: hi fis 
way of living pleaſes me ; and if he had any 
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occaſion for my aſſiſtance, I would leave all tg 
ſerve him ; but as he is already under the pro. 
tection of ASMODEUs, I am not ſuch a fool 
as to meddle with his perſon. I ſhould haye 
no thanks I am ſure, for my labour. | 
Friend As TAROT H, cried I, interrupting 
hir beg you to have done with that author, 
Hei crack-brained fellow, that runs from 
ſubject to ſubject: he ſpares neither heaven nor 
earthy and, as much a devil as you are, you 
would find it difficult to ſecure vourſelf againſt 
ſome” ſtrokes of bis pen, if he did bur har 
you once mention his name. What a ſimple. 
ton art thou! ſays AS T ARO T E, and burſt out 
in a laugh. Be fo good as to inform me, Che- 
valier, what he could have to ſay againſt the 
devil? Are you unacquainted with our reputy 


tion in your hemiſphere? All the civil things 


imaginable are ſpoken of us, Beſides, the mar- 
quis we are mentioning, is hand to glove 
with us infernals: we give him his inſpira- 
tions; and of all the inhabitants of the earth 
he is chief in PLUTO's favour. All his fine 
ſentiments againſt the fathers, and the other 
moſt learned men, which are ſo much admited 
in his works, are ſo many ſmall marks of his 
gratitude to ASMODEUS, his protector, and 
embaſſador from our ſovereign to his noble 
perſon, | 
As TAROT H was going on: if I had given 
him ever fo little room, he would have en- 
tered upon a detail that might have laſted, per- 
haps, till this time. He had already _ the 
Rory 
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hiſtory of the marquis and his heroine, when 
] intreated him to remit his narrative to ano- 
ther opportunity. Friend ASTAROTH, cried 
] again, I beſeech you to let this author alone; 


a day will not be ſufficient for me to hear 


half his adventures in: rather inform me of 
what paſſed in the ſeraglio.—Have patience a 
moment, Chevalier, and you ſhall be ſatisfied, 
An affair is juſt now come into my .head, 
which is of no ſmall importance, I will not 
be long gone ; but I muſt by all means take a 
turn to the city. The inquiſitor is upon the 
point of expiring, and I have not a moment to 
loſe. 

Theſe laſt words were ſcarce out of his 
mouth, but my DEVIL HERM TT diſappeared 
like a flaſh of lightening. He had not been 
abſent however above twenty minutes, before 
he came back capering like a mad creature, 
His joy proceeded, as he informed me, from 


his having learned, that four of his infernal 


brethren had. already ſeized the old monk, and 
were carrying him in triumph down to the 
regions of damnation. The HERMIT was fo 
tranſported at the very news of this prize, that 
for above an hour he was ready to burſt him- 
ſelf with laughter. At laſt, when his rapture 
was a little abated, he told me, that, from the 
foundation of the inquiſition till that time, 
they had never miſſed one of thoſe people. As 
I was not at all ſurprized to hear that, I could 
not but wonder at his immoderate joy; but 
not daring to agk him any more queſticng 
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on that head, for fear of being peſtered with 
a long recital, which I already knew the ge- 
neral contents of, I choſe rather to let him 
alone to his own extravagancies, This com- 
plaiſance had all the ſucceſs I hoped for. He 
by degrees came quite to himſelf, and calm! 
procceded to rehearſe to me the part he had per- 
formed in the Ottoman court, 
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Intrigues in the Grand Signior's Seraglio, 


Dear are not ignorant, the 
HE RMI T began, that the chief of the 
black eunuchs is poſſeſſed of one of 
the principal employments of the Ottoman 
emplre; that he enjoys all the Grand Signior's 
confidence, and is reſpected and feared, not 
only in the palace, but in all the ſtates de- 
pendant on the Porte: even the Sultanas take 


the utmoſt pains to engage his good will, per- 


ſuaded that his recommendation is of great 
weight to get them regarded by the Sultan, 
and procure them a ſhare in his favours. As 
this is what they all pant after with the ut- 
moſt impatience, they ſpare neither flatteries 
nor complaiſance, to make a friend of this 
prime miniſter of his pleaſures; who is, ina 
word, the arbiter of the happineſs or miſery of 


five or fix hundred Wemen, that are ſhut up 
| in 
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in the palace. He alone governs them, and 
procures them what little liberty they enjoy; 
for without him they could have no hope of 
ever ſleeping out of their apartment. They 
cannot even walk in the garden, unleſs they 
have his leave: when they have the misfor- 
tune therefore to diſpleaſe him, they muſt ſub- 
mit to a ſevere flavery, which often plunges 
them in the moſt fatal deſpair. | 

As your great beauties are ufually very much 
inclined to Hbe, IT had room here to exerciſe 
my charity. Very far from putting on a ſe- 
vere and barbarous deportment, I dexterouſly 
infinuated, that I would do all in my power 
to aſſiſt them in carrying on, and concealing 
their intrigues. Surprized at this change, they 


thought at firſt, that T was endeavouring to 


eninare them : for before my entrance into 
the foul of this man, he treated them all with 
great rigour and inhumanity. By little and 
little, however, they baniſhed all ſuſpicion 
from their hearts. At one time I artfully an- 
veyed to them bihet-doux, and carried back 
their anſwers; at another, I introduced in the 
night certain bold young fellows into the car- 
dens, where I ſecretly brought to cach of 
them one of the Sultanas. This behaviour 
to them made me gradually the object of their 

adoration. I was under no apprehenſion of a 
furprize, becauſe I could render them invi- 

ſible, or faſcinate the eyes of all overlookers. 
Many Jews, to whom I gave free admiſfion, 
under pretence of coming to ſell their toys, 
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not only obliged the fair priſoners themſelves, 
but procured them other aſſignations. I was 
conſulted on every occaſion, and always ap- 
pointed to have time and place of rendezvouz. 
A young Greek of diſtinguiſhed merit, whoſe 
name was ZA1DF, poſſeſſed entirely the Sul. 
tan's heart 5 but this lady, who was but Jately 
come into the ſeraglio, could not bear the 
tranſports of his love. She thought of nothing 
but the loſs of her liberty. About four or five 
months before, ſhe was taken priſoner by a 
corſair of Algiers, who ſold her to a Turkiſh 
Aga. As her beauty was matchleſs, the Aga 
made a preſent of her to the Grand Signior, 
who, at firſt fight,, became deſperately in love 
with the fair flave. But in vain did he purſue 
ber with preſents and careſſes; ſhe ſeemed in- 
ſenſible to them all. The captivity of the ſe- 
raglio filled her with horror : her religion 
| heightened her fear, and drove her into a de- 
ſtructive melancholy : her heart at the fame 
time burned with a violent paſſion, which gave 
her no repoſe. I reſolved to aſſiſt this unhappy 
fair, and reſtore her to her lover, who had 
made a voyage to Conftantinople, in order to 
redeem her out of fervitude : I concealed my 
ſentiments however, and tried every effort to 
gain her confidence, by giving her from time 
to time ſome news of her dear IB RAHIM 
(that was the name of this unhappy young man.) 
J had anexpreſs order from the Sultanto endea- 
vour gain her affections ; but, far from ſerving 
bim, Igave bera frightful idea of his capricious and 
tyrannica! 
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tyrannical bumour: By theſe means I inſenſibly 
acquired her good-will. But before I proceech 
with this narrative, J muſt give you ſome ac- 
count of an event which made a great deal of 
noiſe all over Eurcpe; I mean the arrival of 
Count BoxXNEvaAL at the Porte. 

Count BonNEVAL ? ſaid I; I have heard 
much talk of him: he has ſullicd his reputa- 
tion, by ſubmitting to be circumcifed, Pub— 
lic fame indeed reports, that the man n-ver 
had any religion; the Mahometan hereſy, there- 
fore, may be the fame thing to him, as the 
pure doctrine of JESUS CHRIST. You are 
miſinformed, Chevalier, anſwered the hermit. 
Mr de Bowngval has never abandoned: 
chriſtianity : that is only a calumny publiſhed. 
by his enemies, in order to render him odious. 
Hear me with attention, and you {hall be con- 
vinced of what I ſay; I will inform you of 
certain circumſtances, which are unknown to 
almoſt all the world, 

A fortnight after my arrival at the ſeraglio, 
it was public ckiy ſaid all over. Conſtantinople.,. 
that the Count de BotinEvArL was come oy 
offer his ſervices to the Grand Signor. Tranf- 
ported with the thought of being ac quaint be 
with a man, of w hom fame had pub ifne 3 
many different tures, [ waited with impa- 
tience for the Sultan to give him an audience. 
But the Porte was in no ſuch great hurry, 
the policy of chat court does not permit it to- 
grant favours of that importance, without ma- 
ture deliberation, It was a full month, before 
Q 3 Le 
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he could obtain any admiſſion; they aſſigned 
him, however, in the mean time, a penſion 
fufficient to ſupport him with credit. 

The Bafhaw of Se 10, his particular friend, 
and who ſollicited this audience, had many in- 
terviews with the Grand Vizir and the Mufti, 
The point inſiſted on was, that the Count 
ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be circumciſed, to 
make him the more agreeable to the Emperor, 
and procure his favour; but M. de Bo NN E- 
VAL conſtantly oppoſed this propoſition, and 
never would hſten to it with the leaſt counte- 
nance, It is even certain, that he was upon 
the point of Jeaving the Ottoman court, and 
continuing his journey to Perſia, which obliged 
the Vizir to preſs the Grand Signior to grant 
the ſo· much-defired- audience, | 

In the different converſations he had with 
the principal officers of the Porte, the Count 
artfully gave them to underſtand, that it was 
dangerous to require ſuch a ſtep from a man of 
| honour; that whoever is capable of ſacrificing. 
his religion to court-favour and intereſt, de- 
ferves no confidence; and that therefore they 
ö ought to excuſe his reſiſtance on this head, as 
that reſiſtance was a proof that he was inca- 
pable of forfeiting his integrity; that his fide- 
5 lity to the Ottoman Emperor fhould not be in- 
N ferior to what he had ſhewn to other poten- 
| tates, whoſe crying injuſtice towards him, had 

obliged him to abandon their ſervice, 
At laſt, after many delays, his highneſs de- 
termincd to give him a private audience; and, 
| WB. 
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in order to dazle the eyes of the people, it was 
publiſhed all over Conftantinople, that the 
Count had embraced the Mahometan faith, 
and ſubmitted to be circumciſed. In the third 
volume of the memoirs, which are fold under 
his name, you may read all the circumſtances 
of this ceremony; his diſputes with the Imans 


ſent by the Mufti to inſtruc him; his kind of 


exile into a remote province, of which he was - 


nominated governor ; his retreat into an old 
caſtle, ſituate near Calcedon ; all which are 
mere forgeries, the inventions of the honeſt 
author, either to give ſome variety to his book, 
or to ſully the Count's reputation, "Thoſe who 
know the country he ſpeaks of, will ſee at firſt 
glance, that the writer has given us gratis all 
theſe adventures, and that he was not even ac- 
quainted with the map of the country ; for 
the caſtle he makes him inhabit ſo Jong after, 
was demoliſhed in the year 1719. The hiſtory 
of the derviſe is not in the leaſt more probable. 
Theſe Turkiſh monks never live in the houſes 


of great men; nor is marriage at all-prohi- 


bited among them. The author had made 
this novel much more plauſible, if he had at- 
tributed it to a ſanton; for the ſantons never 
marry, and are frequently received into the 
principal families of the Porte, in the quality 

of almoners. | 
The arrival of his three miſtreſſes at Con- 
ſtantinople is not leſs fabulous. The ſame may 
be ſaid of all the inſtructions that he gives to 
the divan. His Engliſh and German ladies 
both 
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both died in the year 1726: and it is certain 


that if he had made thoſe fine diſcourſes before 
the divan, which we fee in his memoirs, there 


would never have been a word of them known 


out of that  aflembly. Every one there, is o- 
bliged to keep inviolably ſecret all that paſſes, 
under the penalty of certain death. As I was 


preſent at all the audiences that were granted 
him, I may be the more depended” upon for an 


account of them, than any man living, 

The Grand Signior received him in a gra— 
cious manner, vouchſafed him his prote&tion, 
and ordered him to examine his troops. Some 
time after he had a commiſſion” to diſciplire 
them after the manner of the Europeans, in 
which he ſucceeded perfectly well. Ee pre- 
va iled on the Grand Vizir to receive ali foreig- 
ners, who were skilled in the military art t, vith- 
out conſtraining any man to alter his religion. 
His reaſons were well reliſhed ; fo that he form- 
ed a body of troops, 20,000 ſtrong, who were 
able to make head againſt the ſame number of 
any nation in Chriſtendom. About three 
months aſter his arrival at the Porte, an adven- 
ture happened to him that had like to have 
been his deſtruction; out of which, however, 
he extricated himſelf with great dexterity. 


An Iman, very zealous for his ſect, hoping to 
do a meritorious work, and which v 2 draw 


down on him the n e en of Mahomet, 


determined to lay a ſnare for him, to oblice 


him to embrace the religion of the Ottomans, 


He had a daughter of great beauty, whom he 


engaged 


tain 


ore 
ere 


wn 
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engaged in the project. Every one knows, 
that when a Chriſtian has once had any com- 
merce with a Turkiſh woman, he has no other 
way to fave his life but by turning Mahome- 
tan, This Iman was one of the two that had 
been ſent by the Mufti He had fince that 
time contracted a friendſhi» with the Count, 
and engaged him on ſeveral occaſions to come 
to his own houſe, He even gave him admiſ- 
fon into his Haram; a very particular favour, 
which is ſeldom granted. Roxa (that was the 
name of the [man's daughter) had orders to 
diſplay all her charms before the Count. That 
lord admired and praiſed her beauty ; but took 
not the leaſt ſtep that might indicate he had 


| any affection for her, This was the utmoſt 


mortification to her father. 


One day, under a pretence of taking a walk, 


ſhe threw herſelf full in his way, attended with 
only one female ſlave. The Count had no fuf- 
picion : he. received her with all the politeneſs 
imaginable, and introduced her into his apart- 
ment without the flave, The Iman, well 
acquainted with what his daughter was doing, 
came in Immediately upen them, as it were to 
pay a viſit; and expreſſing his aſtoniſhment to 
find her alone with the Count, he made a ter- 


rible outcry, and aſſured BoNNEvAL that if 
he did not turn Mahometan, and marry his 


daughter, he would facrifice him to his ven— 
geance, It was in vain that the Count pro- 
teſted he had not infringed the bounds of decen- 


cy; all his aſſeverations were diſregarded. The 
| Iman 
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Iman carried his complaints to the Muſt; 
As the affair was ſerious, and of great conſe. 
quence, this chief of the muſſulman law en« 
deavoured to win over the Count by a thouſand 
promiſes, in caſe he would ſubmit to circumſion: 
but finding him invincible, the Turk orde- 
red him to be arreſted. BoNNE VAL heard of 
this order, and ſuddenly ſecreted himſelf from 
the publick, taking refuge with a Greek that 
was his friend, He was above a month concealed 
in the houſe of this Chriſtian. 

After many fruitleſs enquiries, the & rand Sig- 


nior, vexed at having loſt a man of merit, or- 


dered a declaration to be publiſhed, by which 


be promiſed pardon to the Count, and ſwore 


by his turban that no inſult mould be offered 
him. Immediately the Count appeared again, 


obtained a private audience, and fully juſtihcd 


his own innocency. Rox aA, being ſum- 
moned, was obliged to confeſs the whole truth, 
and that her love for BONNEVAL was all her 
crime, In a word, ſhe wrought ſo much on 
the Count by her amorous proteftations, that 
ſhe engaged him to marry her, The divan, 
in order to puniſh her father, fixed her portion 


at twenty purſes of gold. It was at this time 


that he retired to a fine houſe, near Scutari, 
upon the Boſphorus, and not to an old caſtle, 
as the author of his memoirs has falſcly aſ- 

ſerted. © 
Let us return to ZAITI DE, the fair Grcck 
who had captivated the Sultan's heart. This un- 
bappy virgin ſuffered the moſt cruel perſecutions, 
not 
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not only from the Grand Signor, but from 
the Sultanas, who, jealous at ſeeing them- 
ſelves ſupplanted by this ſtranger, did all in 
their power to torment her. They !eit no ar- 
tice untried, to make her loſe the affection of 
his Ottoman highneſs. They invented the black- 
et calumnies to aſperſe her conduct, Theſe 
ſevere trials ſo impaired her health, that the 
fell into a violent fever, waich threatened her 


life, The ſultan was extremely alarmed ; he 


waited on her night and day. In fpite of all 
the prejudices the Sultan's women had endea- 
voured to fill him with, he appeared ſtill to be 
deſperately in love with ZA IDE: which fo 


irritated the Sultana Valide, that ſhe reſolved 


to poiſon her; and had effected it but for my 
prevention, I now diſcovered myſelf to the 


fair unhappy Greek, and aſſured her of her li- 


berty as ſoon as her ſtrength was re- eſtabliſhed. 
She gave credit to my words, and this good 
news abated the violence of her diſtemper. 
In a little time ſhe was able to go through the 


fatizues of a long and toilſome voyage: and 


as I had formed a reſolution to quit the ſerag- 
lio, becauſe one of the Sultan's wives, whom he 
had never touched, proved with child, I exe- 
cuted my project without delay. 

I fent inſtructions to Z AID E's lover, who 
ſtill continued at Conſtantinople, touching the 
time and manner of carrying off his miſtreſs. 
When all was ready, I conveyed the fair Greek 
into a felucca that waited for her, where IB RA- 


H1M received her with jnexpreſſible tranſports 
, | of 
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of joy. Without interruption they paſſed the 
Dardinel caſtles, and arrived at Smyrna without 
the leaſt accident; and from thence embarked 
for Venice, | 
_ .Zaipe'selopement having driven the Grand 
Signor almoſt to deſpair, he formed a deſign 
of putting part of the women, and all the 
black eunuchs, to the examination. At that 
very time the tidings was brought him of the 
infidelity of the pregnant Sultana, No longer 
did he defer: his reſentment, but that inſtant 
ordered thirty of his wives to be ſewed up in 
leathern bags, and thrown headlong into the 
canal, The chief eunuch, and twenty of his 
inferiors, were beheaded, As for me, when [ 
ſaw my individual loaded with irons, I made 
my eſcape out of his body, and paſſed over into 
Italy, where wandring through this deſart, [ 
ſaw an old hermit at the point of death. Loth 
to loſe ſo fair an opportunity, he had no ſooner 
breathed his laſt, but I put on his habits, and 
took poſſeſſion of his hermitage. | 
Such have been my adventures, Sir, down to 
this time. I will finiſh my narrative with the 


hiſtory of ZARA You will not, I believe, 


be ſorry to hear the misfortunes of that beautiful 
Greek, 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Hiſtory of Z A R a, and JULIAN 
CoRN ARO. 


T HE Family of CoRNARo has ever been 
greatly diſtinguiſh'd among the Venetian no- 
bility, It has not only given many doges to the 
republick, but alſo brave N mee, and 
the moſt conſummate politicians. Of later 
years indeed, ſince it has been greatly multi- 
plied, there have iſſued from it ſome branches, 
that have found themſelves in a very middling 
ſituation : ſo that JuLIan CoRN ARO, de- 
ſcended from one of theſe branches, was much 
more eſtimable for his merit than for his riches. 
To a very advantageous figure, he added a 
mind extremely well cultivated. As ſtudy had 
been always his chief occupation, he arrived to 
a degree of ſcience that made him admired by 
all his fellow citizens, 

An inclination to travel, ſo natural to a young 
man, having got poſſeſſion of his ſoul, he had 
leave from his parents to paſs into Dalmatia, 
to an uncle of his that was there governor, Al- 
ready for three weeks had he enjoyed the ſweet. 
neſs of that happy climate, when going one 
day a hunting, he heard the moſt piercing cries, 
which iſſued from a wood, ſituate on the bor. 
ders of the ſea, As he was accompanied by one 
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of joy. Without interruption they paſſed the 
Dardinel caſtles, and arrived at Smyrna without 
the leaſt accident; and from thence embarked 
for Venice, | 

Z AID E's elopement having driven the Grand 
Signor almoſt to deſpair, he formed a deſign 
of putting part of the women, and all the 
black eunuchs, to the examination. At that 
very time the tidings was brought him of the 
anfidelity of the pregnant Sultana, No longer 
did he defer his reſentment, but that inſtant 
ordered thirty of his wives to be ſewed up in 
leathern bags, and thrown headlong into the 
canal, The chief eunuch, and twenty of his 
| inferiors, were beheaded. As for me, when J 
faw my individual loaded with irons, I made 


my eſcape out of his body, and paſſed over into] 


Italy, where wandring through this deſart, I 
ſaw an old hermit at the point of death. Loth 
to loſe ſo fair an opportunity, he had no ſooner 
breathed his laſt, but I put on his habits, and 
took poſſeſſion of his hermitage. | 

Such have been my adventures, Sir, down to 
this time. I will finiſh my narrative with the 
hiſtory of Z ARA You will not, I believe, 
be ſorry to hear the misfortunes of that beautiful 
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The Hiftory of Z A R A, and JULIAN 
| CORN ARO. 


T HE Family of CoRNARo has ever been 
© greatly diſtinguiſh'd among the Venetian no- 
bility, It has not only given many doges to the 
republick, but alſo brave commanders, and 
the moſt conſummate politicians, Of later 
years indeed, ſince it has been greatly multi- 
plied, there have iſſued from it ſome branches, 
that have found themſelves in a very middling 
ſituation : ſo that JuULIan CoRN ARO, de- 


I ſcended from one of theſe branches, was much 


more eſtimable for his merit than for his riches, 
To a very advantageous figure, he added a 
mind extremely well cultivated. As ſtudy had 
been always his chief occupation, he arrived to 
a degree of fcience that made him admired by 
all his fellow citizens. | 

An inclination to travel, fo natural to a young 
man, having got poſſeſſion of his ſoul, he had 
leave from his parents to paſs into Dalmatia, 
to an uncle of his that was there governor. Al- 
ready for three weeks had he enjoyed the ſweet- 
neſs of that happy climate, when going one 
day a hunting, he heard the molt piercing cries, 
which iſſued from a wood, ſituate: on the bor. 
ders of the ſea, As he was accompanied by one 
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of his friends, and ſome domeſticks, he ſet ſpurs 
to his horſe, and rode full ſpeed that way ; 
where he perceived four Turks dragging three 
women towards the ſea ſide. He preſently ap- 
prehended them to be corſairs, who had made 
a deſcent on the coaſt, He attacked them 
ſmartly, and killed two of them on the ſpot : 


the other two in a fright quitted their prey, and 


ſaved themſelves by ſwimming behind a rock, 
where they had hid their brigantine, 


One of the women being fallen into a fit, 
CoRN ARO diſmounted to aſſiſt her. 


Scarce 
had he beheld her charms but he was dazzled 
with them,and to ſee and to love her were with 
him the ſame thing. ZARA, recovered from 
her ſwoon, and ſurpriſed at this happy deli- 


verance, teſtified her grateful acknowledgment | 


in ſuch lively expreſſions, that he might eaſily 
perceive her wit to be equal to her beauty, He 
offered to accompany her home, She lived in 
a handſome country houſe, ſituate on the de- 
clivity of a hill, about a mile from the ſhore, 

The fair Greek having related to her father 
the danger ſhe had been in, and the generous 


aſſiſtance CoRN ARO had lent her, the vene- | 
rable old man, who knew him, returned him 


thanks proportioned to the ſervice he had ren- 
dered his daughter; and as he was exceſſively 
rich, he offered to make him a preſent worthy 


his quality. But CoRNARO refuſed to accept 
it: The only thing I ask of you, ſaid he, is 


to rank me in the number of your friends, and 


permit me now and then to come and enjoy 
: | your 
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our charming ſolitude. This was granted him, 
with tokens of the moſt ſenſible acknowledg- 
ment. After ſome hours of converſation, 
CoRNARo went home, his mind full of the 
idea of the lovely Z ARA. 

The fair Greek, on her ſide, had not been 
inſenſible of the young nobleman's merit. 
This firſt interview, in reality, united their 
hearts by an indiſſoluble bond. Five or fix days 
after this adventure, the noble Venetian, under 
pretence of hunting, went to pay a viſit to his 
Grecian friend: but perceiving ZAR a walk- 
ing alone in a grove of orange t re es, contiguous 
the houſe, he flew to meet her ; and as the 
opportunity ſeemed to be favourable, declared 
without heſitation the paſhon he had conceived 
for her. ZARA, far from diſſembling, or 
ſeeming angry at what he ſaid, frankly confeſ- 


ſed that ſhe felt the ſame inclination for him: 


But, adds ſhe, what will be the reſult of this 
reciprocal paifion ? You belong to one of the 
moſt conſiderable families of the repub- 
lick 3 your parents will never conſent to 
a marriage ſo diſproportionate. Inform my fa- 
ther of your deſign, and perhaps you may to- 
gether find ſome expedient to remove thoſe dif- 

ficulties I foreſee, I cannot, however, flatter 
myſelf with the hopes of our ever being happy, 

and this thought gives me the utmoſt uneaſineſs. 

ſeduced by yout merit, and your high birth, I 
could not guard my heart from the ſhafts of love;. 
and as J am incapable of diſſimulation, I have 
thought that ſuch a confeſſion would do me no 
harm. in your opinion, Great and generous 
| „ fouls 
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ſouls do not place the wiſdom of our ſex in 
thoſe mean ſubterfuges, by which no lover, that 
has the leaſt knowledge of the world, can ever 
be duped. Beſides, the cuſtom of our country, 
and the maxims we always proceed on, give a 
ſanction to the ſtep I have now taken. I know 
you are too honeſt a man to make an ill uſe 
of my ſincerity : I love you *tis true, and per- 
ceive plainly that without you I can never be 
happy ; but I know at the ſame time what is 
due to my reputation, which I will never 
ſully by any unguarded meaiure.—CORNAR®0, 
raviſhed with theſe ſentiments of the lovely 
ZARA, {wore to her an eternal friendſhip, 
and promiſed, with the moſt ſolemn oaths, that 


100 


he would never abuſe the confidence ſhe bad 


repoſed in him. | 

This converſation would have continued lon- 
ger, if the father informed, that ſignior Co R- 
NA RO was with his daughter, had not come 
and interrupted them. Overjoy'd at the ſight 
of his child's deliverer, he loaded him with 
civilities. CRN ARO laid hold of this favou- 
rable moment, to propoſe to him the marriage. 
My happineſs, ſays the venerable old man, 
would be compleat, if I could flatter myſelf 
with the hopes of having a ſon-in-law of your 
rank and merit. But what you aim at, Sir, 
would be attended with great difficulties. I am 


rich *tis true; my family is antient, and with | 
out blemiſh : but at the ſame time you know | 


that the Venetian nobility have the utmoſt con- 


tempt 
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tempt for our nation, which they hold, as one may 
call it, in a ſort of ſlavery. All that | can do for 
you, is to give my daughter a conſiderable for- 
tune. Endeavour therefore to prevail on your 
parents to conſent to this marriage; and be aſ- 
ſured that on the celebration of it, you ſhall re- 
ceive a hundred thouſand ſequins from me.. 
Above all, try every effort fo bring over your 
uncle to your intereſts, He knows me perfectly 
well, and I am perſuaded that if he enters in- 
to this project, you will certainly ſucceed. 
JuLtan CoRNARoO, being returned to 
the governor, informed him of his adventure 
with the beautiful ZARA, and his deſign to 
marry her. His uncle, after having maturely 
reflected upon the advantages that would reſult 
to his nephew from this alliance, adviſed him 
to proceed to Venice, in order to induce his 
parents to give their conſent to it. He gave 
him all the inſtructions he thought requiſite, 
and wrote letters to his father on the occaiion, 
CoRNARo, having informed his miſtreſs and 
his future father-in-law of the governor's gocd 
diſpoſitions, ſet out for Venice. His parents, after 
many conſultations, conſented to the marriage. 


upon condition that it ſhould be celebrated pri- 


vately, and that the fair ZARA ſhould continue 
ſome years in Dalmatia, without uſing ihe 
name of CORN AR o till the nuptials had been 
publiſhed and approved by the republick. Our 
lover communicated to his miſtreſs, by letter 
the reſtrictions he was laid under by bis parent 
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and found her willing to acquieſce in them all, 
as ſhe was perſuaded the family had too much 
honour to deceive her. No ſooner had Ju- 
LIAN received her conſent, but he departed 
from Venice to complete his felicity : but how 
great was his diſtraction, upon his arrival in 
Dalmatia, when he was informed that an Al- 
gerine rover had carried her away a week be- 
fare. 

Coming to her father's houſe, to hear the de- 
tail of this melancholy affair, he found the good 
old man inconſolable for the loſs of his daugh- 
ter, and ready to give up the ghoſt. Touched 
with the moſt ſenſible grief, CoRN ARO did 
all in his power to give him comfort, and aſ- 


ſured him that he would either loſe his life, or: 


bring back the fair ZARA. And as the mo- 
ments were precious, he with all expedition 
fitted out a felucca well armed, and failed in 
purſuit of the pyrate; but could get no news 
of him till he came to Algiers, where they 
both arrived the ſame day, Here the maſter 
having informed him that ZARA was fold to 
an aga, for the Grand Seignior's ſeraglio, he 
immediately ſet fail for Conſtantinople. The 
pyrate, obſerving the matchieſs beauty of his 
fair captive, was afraid to carry her to Algiers, 


for fear the dey ſhould deprive him of his lovely | 


prize. He put in at Modon therefore, and 
offered her to the governor of that city. This 
aga was one of his friends, a and accepted her with 
the more plcaſurs, as he ſtood in need of a pro- 
tectreſs in the ſcraglio. Nor did he only re- 

cel Ye 
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ceive her with great joy, but from the firſt day 

treated her more like a queen than a ſlave. 
The fair Greek, emboldened by theſe extra- 

ordinary tokens of reſpect, reſolved to open 


163 


herſelf freely to a man who had the appearance 
of ſo much generoſity. She was unacquainted 


with his deſign ; and having one day demanded a 
private audience, ſhe ſpoke to him in the fol- 
lowing terms: ZELIM, your kind behaviour 
to me gives me hope that you will not be in- 
ſenſible to my misfortunes. I am able to pay 
you a large ranſome: do but reſtore me to my 
father, and be aſſured that his generoſityv will 
ſurpaſs your expectation. My captivity will be 
the occaſion of his death ; and you have it in 
your power to do an act of charity, that will 
render your name illuſtrious throughout all 
Chriſtendom, | 

Madam, replied the aga, I make no doubt 


of the truth of your promiſes; but it is entirely 


out of my power to do as I couid wiſh : I have 
writ to the Porte, and you are deſigned for the 
ſeraglio of his ſublime highneſs. Ah ZELITMI 
cried the unfortunate ZARA, what have TI 
done to you, that you ſhould condema me to 
ſuch a ſevere ſlavery ? No, cruel man, if that 
be your intention, my death ſhall deliver me 
from ſo great an evil. Since there is no more 
hope for me, the ſword or poiſon ſhall ſoon: 
terminate my miſerable life, — With that, in 
an inſtant, ſhe ſnatched the aga's poinard, 

and plunged it into her breaſt, 
ZELIM, ſurprized at this action, was in the 
utmoſt confuſion ; the ſuſpenſion of his ſenſes 
made 
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104 
made him incapable of flying to her relief ; and 
in vain he opened his mouth to call for aſ- 
ſiſtance. At laſt reflecting, that after this ſhe 

might poſſible recover, he ran to the apartment 
of his women; who perceiving his diſorder, came 
with him to the fair captive's relief. They 
bound up her wound to ſtop the effuſion of 
blood, and ſent for an able ſurgeon to examine 
it, who: ſoon perceived it was not mortal. 
The weapon had glanced beſide all the noble 
parts, and only paſſed through the. fleſh. But 
as it was. foreſeen that this unhappy creature 
might take off the dreſſing, they tied down her 
hands by way of prevention, 

As ſoon as they ſaw ſhe was out of danger, 
the aga put her on board for Conſtantinople, 
Cox x AR o had already been there a fortnight ; 
and as, notwithſtanding all his enquiries, he 
heard no news of his miſtreſs, he began to think 
the corſair had deceived him, and was accord- 
ingly prepared to leave the city, when I inform- 
ed himof her arrival. This tender lover was 
ſo raviſhed with the hope that I gave him of 
releaſing her out of the ſeraglio, that he offered 
to make me a preſent of all he had in the 
world ; but I would accept only a ring of pret- 

conſiderable value; and to ſatisfy him of my 

ncerity, I aſſured him, that when he received' 
that ring again, he might get ready a felucca in 
a certain place that I mentioned, and I would 
deliver him his fair Greek, You have heard- 


in what manner it was done. 
Here. 
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Here AsTARoTH finiſhed his relation. I 

* took my leave of him, after having deſired 

the continuation of his friendſhip; and he aſ- 

ſured me that when 1 had any occaſion of his 

hy aſſiſtance, I might find him as uſual in his ca- 
vern. | 
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The Chevalier treats ASTAROTH ill, and 
. for what Reaſon, 


1 had been now ſix months under the yoke of 

HyMEN, when I began to perceive that 
my ſpouſe had no longer the ſame tenderneſs 
for me as at firſt, An affected devotion, more 
than commonly ſtrong, made me ſuſpect ſome 
intrigue, I watched her narrowly for ſome 
time : 


ſattered all over the cave. 
this ſpectacle gave me, was, that my ſubaltern 
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time : but all my attention, all my enquiries, 
ended only in this; to let me fee that the in- 


trigues of a ſpiritual coquet are impenetrable 


to the moſt jealous and quick-fighted husband. 


loved her, and my love is now degenerated 


into jealouſy, That fatal paſſion deprived me 
of all repoſe, "The uncertainty of my ſuſpicions, 
added ſtill to my torments. I could not with- 
ſand a violent curiofity of knowing the whole 
ſecret of her condnẽt; and reſolved at laſt to 
get this myſtery cleared up by my faithful 
ASTAROTH. | 

Being arrived in the ufual place of our ren- 
dezvous, I was vaſtly ſurprized at my entrance 
to ſee his hermit's habit torn in pieces, and 
The firſt idea that 


DEVIL had been again diſcovered by ſome of 
the infernal lords, who had conſequently car- 
ried him away priſoner, I was confirmed in 


this opinion, when after I had evoked him ſe- 


veral times, he did not appear. Truly ſenſi- 
ble, as I was, of the loſs of ſo valuable a friend, 
had already bewailed him with tears, and 
was going to quit the cave, when I was hin- 
dered by the coming in of a very venerable 
perſonage. Form to your ſelf the idea of one 
of your courtly abbe's, who is naturally a 
pretty fellow, and now well ſet off, after ſome 
hours ſpent at his toiltte ; add to the figure of 
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this, ADoN1s a red “ calot and a 4 camail of 
crimſon velvet ; in all this you have ſome re- 
ſemblance of the reverend perſon, whoſe un- 
expected approach made me fall back three 
paces. 

Yet who ſhould it be at laſt, but As T A- 
ROT H himſelf ? My ſurprize threw him into 
ſuch a fit of laughter, that I ſoon knew him for 
my old acquaintance. May it pleaſe your emi- 
nence, I cried out, toinform me what is become 
of your monkiſh humility ? -.- What is the man 
thinking of ? he anſwers, Do you imagine 
humility to be a virtue known among monks ? 
Is it not ſufficient that they take the pains ſome- 
times to preach it, without fatiguing them- 
ſelves about the practice? They harangue you 
from the pulpit: it is their intereſt, and con- 
ſequently their duty ſo to do. It is yours to 
humble yourſelves at their feet, to open your 
purſes, to confide in them as in people who 
have all power in heaven and on earth, and 
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even in our empire. — Very good, faid I, this N d 
doctrine is {till more admirable than it is new.  p 
Your eminence ſeems perfectly well to under- I t] 
ſtand your buſineſs, But may one dare to ask Iv 
you by what means you have riſen to the dig- Ip 
nity of a cardinal ?—By the moſt merry means In 
ſaid he, in the world. Upon the faith of a de- In 
vil, the ſubject is worthy of your curioſity ; 1 
and I will give you the contents of it in a few I h 
pt 4 — 
p 

* A Cardinal's Cap, + A Biſhop's Robe. f 

words 
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words. Have you never heard talk of prince 
FoRTUNAT Us, who, without any merit, 
has found the ſecret of winning his maſter's 
heart, ſo that the pontiff now does nothing but 
by his direction? This wretch of a miniſter, 
though already well ftricken in years, took it 
in his head to fall in love with a courtezan, 
whoſe beauty made a great noiſe. Her name 
was Do NN A STRET TA. She had all thoſe 
graces from nature, which are the uſual or- 


naments of her ſex; and the character of her 


mind was not leſs admirable than the charms 
of her perſon, Never did courtezan ſhow her 
ſelf ſo diſintereſted as DonnA STRETTA: 


ker heart muſt be inclined to the man before 


he received any of her favours ; and neither 
gold nor diamonds could make the leaſt im- 
preſſion on her, unleſs the liked the perſon wh 

preſented them, Prince Fox TUN AT us, 
whoſe immenſe riches were his only merit, 
could have here little hope, and he muſt have 
died with grief but for my aſſiſtance. The 
poor prince, who grew the more enamoured, 
the more he was repulſed, was at his wits end, 
when TI arrived at Rome in the habit of a ſim- 
ple eccleſiaſtic. My figure and the ſprightli- 
neſs of my wit, contributed equally to make 
me taken notice of by Doxna STRET TA. 
We ſoon became well acquainted, and I gave 
her ſo much ſatisfaction, that ſhe voluntarily 
quitted all her amours, to admit only me. "Phe 


pretty creature diverted me now and then with. 


king what was true, though ſhe neither knew 
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nor believed it to be ſo when ſhe ſpoke, Cer- 


tainly, ſhe would often cry, you are no man | 
Never had mortal ſo much ſtrength and vigour | 
You are either a devil or an angel! — This al- 
ter native would make me burſt out in a laugh. 

I am apt to think I ſhould have lived for ever 
with this amiable fair, if my duty had not 
prevailed over my inclination : but there was 
a work to be done, which would be me- 
ritorious at the infernal court. What his ho- 
holineſs was with regard to his favourite Fo R- 
TUNATUsS, DONNA STRET TA was to me. 
I pretended an ambition to become a cardinal, 
and made uſe of this pretence to her, to in- 


duce her to make the old miniſter happy. The 


ſtratagem had its effect: I obtained the hat, 
and was loaded with honours and riches ; after 
which prince Fox TN AT us arrived at the 
ſummit of his deſire. Juſt in this manner, my 
dear chevalier, go all the affairs of human life. 
Intrigue and vice are the ſprings by which we 
move manking, and by the practice of which 
we enable them to arrive at honours, that 
all lead directly to, and terminate at laſt in a 
place in our empire. 8 | 
I agree with you, ſaidl, that the Mercurial ſcheme 
has produced many men of note, who had ever 
continued in deep oblivion, without this effica- 
cious means of advancing themſelves. But my 
Lord, if I am allowed the liberty to ſpeak free- 
ly to your eminence, as I did to the good her- 
mit, I cannot help owning to you the repug- 


nance I ſhould have to the uſe of any ſuch 
: means, 
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means, in order to obtain the favours of for- 
tune. — Think better of the matter, Chevalier, 
reply'd As ARO TH; this is a track that has 
been beaten by more chan one of my brethren; 
it is a well known way to dignity, Look over alt 
the moſt ſhining claſſes of mankind ; Fentlemen 
of the ſword, and gentlemen of the law ; even 
men of letters, whole names are enrolled in the 
lit of your academies, where none {ſhould be 
admitted but perſons of diſtinguiſhed merit 
you will find in them all ſome who have ac- 
quired the honours they enjoy, by the very 
fame means I have mentioned, As for your 
part, chevalier, how long have you been grown 
ſo delicate? Why did you not make this re- 
monſtance before I introduced you to Do x A 


THERE SA? 
Alas! I faid, that I kad done ſo in fact. Yiu 


dered me happy, it is true, in being propi itious 


to my deſires: but that happineſs is paſl Ted away 
like a dream. I am new the mot A tunate 
of all mortals. What ails you now, chevalier? 


ſaid As TAROT H with an air of irony. Are 


ou no longer pleaſed viithDONNATHERESA? 
Well, if that be the caſe, you mult e'en leave 
her, and marry another, I have a long while, 
you know, reſerved for you a rich heireſs. The 
poor girl languiſhes away life, and I dare not 
promiſe to give her to you fuch as you would 
wiſh to have her, if you make her ſtay ever 
ſo little longer. May ſhe and all her ſex, 
ſaid I in the anguiſh of my heart, be for ever 
curſed! Women are all fickle, and incapable 
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of conſtancy, For my own part, I have re- 
felved to quit mine, and never to think of ano- 
ther while I live, Ah, my lord! would your 
eminence have thought that a perſon who has 
virtue painted in her countenance; that a per- 
fon, I ſay, who has fweetnefs enough to charm 
the moſt inſenſible man; in a word, that 
Doxna THERESA could be capable of in- 
fidelity? —Softly, ſoftly, Sir, replied As T A- 
Re H with his uſual tone of raillery, ought 
you not to have expected this misfortune ? Can 
a Frenchman be ſo affected with ſuch trifles 
as theſe ? 

How is that, As TAROT H? Do you call by the 
name of trifles the infidelities of a wife to her 
dusband? What a diabolical manner of think- 
ing | Men are very much of another opinion; 
at leaſt, for my own ſhare, I muſt confeſs that 
the apprehenſion of this misfortune torments me 
to the ſoul. My wife is for ever beſet by a 
certain eccleſiaſtic, who comes to viſit her 
with impunity, and I dare not fay him nay, The 
perfidious woman ſeems to have ſomewhat more 


for him than mere reſpect. For any thing that I 


know, my dear As TAROT H, I am already 
become a member of that famous ſociety, 
which makes more noiſe in the world than 
the free maſons. 

For any thing that you know? ſaid he; why 
fir, do you doubt it? What right, I beſeech 
you, have you to be exempt from it ? Have 
you not married a pretty woman, very rich, 


and poſſeſſed of charms to engage every eye, 


and 
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and captivate every heart. And did you think 
then, that ſo many perfections were for you 
alone? Be informed, Sir, that a young lady of 
Do N NA THEREs A's temper and conſtitu- 
tion is deſtined to give love and to receive It. 


As J have withheld nothing hitherto from you, 
I dare truſt you with the ſecret, that it was L 


myſelf who inſpired her with a paſſion for the 
grand inquiſitor. Your abſence makes their mo- 
ments now happy, and their mutual felicity 
at this inſtant engages them both to wiſh you 
may never return, 

At the end of this jovial narrative, I, more 
terrified than a man who ſhould actual ly feel 
horns ſprouting out of his head, fell into a 
fit of rage that had been fatal to his diabolicas. 
eminence, if the foul of this evil ſpirit had not 


been ſecure againſt all my thruſts, In vain 1 


endeayoured, time after time, to run my ſword. 
through his body, and was regretting my in- 
prudence in breaking the bottle of holy water 

when it came to my mind that I had about 
me a ſcapulary, which I accepted out of com- 

plaiſance from a nun that I uſed now and then 
to viſit, The apprehenſion that my DEVIL 
would make his eſcape, induced me at ſirſt to 
Ann : but the idea of my faithleſs fair 
returning, I clapp'd the piece of ſanctiſied cloth 
upon bis face at once. It did wonders there: 
As TAROT A fell flat on the ground, and ut- 
tered moſt horrible cries. For my part, in- 
ſenſible of his pain, I made uſe of my advan- 


tage to encreaſe his torments, and wrapped it. 
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fo faſt about him, that he had no power to 
help himſelf. Mercy! good chevalier, he cried 
aloud, — No quarter, anſwered I; I am inex- 
orable on that head. What! have the i impu- 
dence to ſeduce my wife! Thou wretch, the 
moſt horrible torments are not ſuſicient to 
expricate thy crime. Is it thus that thou pre- 
ferveſt that fidelity which thou hadſt promiſed 
me? — Cruel man as thou art! replied As T A- 
ROTH, howlng in the moſt frightful man- 
ner: ſuffer thyſelf to be prevailed on, and at 
leaſt do me the favour to hear me, before thou 
inflicteſt on my body a puniſhment fo inhu- 
man. 

His prayers, far from moving me, did but 
contribute to animate my fury the more. A 
jealous perſon is never capable of liſtening to 
reaſon, or ſuffering his heart to relent. The 


torments of AsTAROTH ſeemed to alleviate 


my own pains; and J continued them without 
relaxation, till at laſt, quite fatigued, I gave 
way to a ſhort ſlumber ; which the thought of 
my misfortunes, however, ſoon baniſhed from 
my eyes. By good luck the ſcapulary held my 
Devis all this while, as if he had been nailed 
to the bottom of the cave. I was tranſported 
to ſee him again,. and renewed his chaſtiſement 
_ afreſh, till the want of ſtrength obliged me to 
fuſpend my anger, I was now obliged to hear 
him. He endeavoured at firſt to make con- 

ditions with me, and inſiſted upon being ſct 

at liberty, by my taking off the ſcapulary while 


he told bis Rory 3 but IL knew. my gentleman 
880 
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too well to truſt him, and J would only con- 
ſent to looſen it a little, and hold it ll the 
while by the ſtrings, that I might make it 
ſlacker or tighter as I ſaw occaſion, 

W hat apleaſant ſight muſt it then have been, 
to have ſeen a poor weak mortal lead in his 
hand one of the moſt malignant and cunning de- 
vils in all hell, and that by a fceble piece of fer- 
ret of about half an inch broad; at the end 
of which was a ſmall bit of cloth cut ſquare, 
and worked with a croſs! Shew me the heretic 
that would not have retracted at the ſight of ſuch 
a phœnomenon as this! But that excommu- 
nication, which is ſo juſtly thundered againſt 
them, has ſhut their eyes both bodily and ſpi- 
ritual, A great divine told me, that they would 
never comprehend even ſuch a miracle as this, 


and that it was neceſſary to give them up to 


their obſtinate incredulity. This good man de- 
clared very ſeriouſly, that he had no opinion of 
thoſe people who made uſe of their reafon, 
It had been hereſy not to believe him upon his 
ipſe dixit : I had more wit therefore than to diſ- 
pute the matter with him, though I then knew 
the following hiſtory, which deſerves to be the 
ſubject of a new chapter, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP i 


The virtues of the Scapulary : Or, the Hiſtory 
of Father CASIMIRE, 4 bare-footed 
Carmelite. The Deliverance of AsT a- 
ROTH, who diſenchants the Chevalier, 


and lets him fee his Miſtreſs in all her db. 
formity, 


T ER E is a certain city on the Maeſe, 

formerly pretty famous on account of its 
fituation, and for a very ſtrong caſtle that de- 
fended it, Wonders were here wrought by a 
 bare-footed carmelite, by virtue of a ſcapulary, 
upon which was embroidered a fort of medal, 
that he had brought from Rome, and which he 
aſſured the people had been bleſſed by the ſuc- 
ceſſor of the greateſt of all the apoſtles. Father 
CAsSIMIRE, that was the name of our pious 
miracle-monger, was a fellow that ſcarce had 
his equal; large of ſtature, ſtrong, crafty; 
and whoſe wanton eyes, added to his martial air, 
plainly indicated that he was not always em- 
ployed in repeating his roſary. This hypocrite 
in grain had found the gordian knot of a mol: 
refined courſe of leachery. Not a tender young 
virgin, not a pretty wife, who did not fall into 
his ſnares. There was an emulation of piety 
among all the fair ſex, which exceeded any 


thing that ever was known; and cvery woman. 
Was 


The Devil Hermit. 177 
was eazer to have Father CASsIMIRE for 
her director. This wolf in ſheep's clothing had 
inſinuated to the ſtupid populace, in the city 
and circumjacent places, that the medal which 
had been bleſſed by the ſovereign pontiff, and 
which was faſtened to the ſcapulary, had a won- 
derful ſpecifick power in affairs of propagation ; 
that it gave fertility to wives, and to maids ſuch 
charms, as made them capable to captivate the 
hearts of thoſe young fellows they wiſhed to mar- 
ry. Never was bookſeller more credulous in 
his favourite author, than the fair ſex were in 
him : never did mountebank find a noſtrum that 
produced ſo many effects as our medal, which 
was emphatically ſirnamed the eighth wonder of 
the world, | 

Imagine then, that the fair, enchant- 
ed by the numberleſs virtues of this medal, 
came in droves to good father CaSlmIRE. 
There, theſe amiable creatures fell down devout- 
ly on their knees to kiſs the precious relick, 
which hung two or three inches below his girdle, 
This act of adoration, aſſiſted by a certain eſ- 
{ence that the father had taken care to get im- 
bibed in the ſcapulary, fo tended to heat their 
imaginations, that they all went home high! 
ſatisfied. In a little time a ſpirit of enthuſiaſm 
took poſſeſſion of all their minds, and nothing 
was talked of among the ſex, but the wonder- 
ful things which the monk every, day perſorm- 
ed by virtue of his medal. Here a credulous 
husband was poſting to the monaſtery with his 
preſent, and to render thanks to the venerable 
men 
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monk for having procured him an heir, of 
which he thought himſelf the father : there a 


tender mother, ſenſible of the advantages her 


child had received, inceſſantly ſang the praiſes 
of this divine treaſure, to whom ſhe fanfied 
herſelf indebted for ſome booby ſon-in-law, 
who had married her daughter, notwithſtand- 
ing her uglineſs and ill conduct. But as there 
are no roſes without thorns, one may in like 
manner ſay, that there is no felicity exempt 
from troubles. The good father Cas1- 
MIRE was not long before he felt the effects 
of this woful truth. The devil, who never 
ſleeps, inſpired him with a certain temerity that 
made him deſpiſe all precaution, The chro- 


nicle of ſcandal was not more favourable, than 


the father was careful; and report, in a little 
time, began to open the eyes of the leaſt bi- 


gotted. It was rumoured, that the good father 


owed the effects of his medal purely to noctur- 
nal viſits; and ſome faid boldly, that the city 
was indebted to him for a good number of its 
inhabitants. Things were in this ſtate, when 
he compleated his own ruin in the opinion of 
mankind, by the following act of indiſcretion, 
among others, that obliged him to abſcond, 

A girl of between twelve and thirteen made 
his mouth water. This young pullet, mor 
crafty itil] than pretty, was an overmatch for 
his reverence, She had a heart too tender to 
confine herſelf to one man, and no longer 
withſtood the father's ſolicitations, than ſhe was 
aſſured from him, that his ſcapulary would 3 

te 
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tet her from thoſe accidents, which are the 
uſual conſequences of the inexpreſſible pleaſures 


of love. The lovely girl was already miftreſs 


of the heart of a canon, who had hitherto 
thought it his duty to ſpare her fine ſhape ; but 
father CASIMIRE had not been uſed to ſuch 
cautious proceedings. Trruſting to his induſtry 
and his reputation, the friar kept no medium; 
and his pretty young pupil ſoon found herſelf 
afflicted with a nine months dropſy, which it 
vas impoſſible to hide. 

A canon is ſeldom the dupe of any one, eſpe- 
cially in the affairs of love. In vain his mi- 
ſtreſs endeavoured to perſuade him, that he was 
the author of her mis fortune: he was too cer- 
tain of what he had done, and knew it could 
never be, The cunning prieſt ſeemed however 
to be ſatisfied, that ſhe might have no ſuſpi- 
cion of his deſign; but, fully convinced, that 


ſome other had plucked the fruit of this young 


plant, he ſet ſpies about her, who diſcovered 
his rival, 


It requires an ASTAROTH, or ſome other 
of his ſpecies, to repreſent the fury of this ecle- 


faſtical minion, when he was fully ſatisfied of 
what had befel him, Enraged to think he was 
over-reached by a muſhroom fellow of a men- 
dicant, he never ſuſpended the effects of his 
cooler, but in order to render them the more 
terrible. He reſolved, by way of vengeance, 
to make his rival undergo the fate of AB E- 
LAR: but the friar, more vigorous and ro- 
buſt than the canon's emiſſaries, defended 

himſelf 
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himſelf ſo courageouſly, that they had reaſon 
to repent them of their undertaking, As this 
affair however did not paſs without a great 
buſtle, it made ſo much noiſe in the city, that 
the good father, for fear worſe ſhould follow, 
was obliged to withdraw. The leſs happy canon, 
beſides the mortification of having failed in his 
enterprize, ſaw himſelf expoſed to the laughter 
of all the people of faſhion. In a little time 
after, his miſtreſs, whom he {till loved, not with- 
ſtanding her infidelity, underwent that pain- 


ful criſis, which made her the mother of a a 
lovely creature, whom all the ill-natured cal- 


led a mixed animal, Perſons of beſt ſenſe gave 
all the honour of it to the canon, who was much 
better able to provide for the poor infant than 
the Carmelite : for that father, ſince his relick 
had loſt its credit, was become very poor. 
Perhaps the ſcapulary that I was poſſeſſed of, 
had not all the virtues that were for a long time 
attributed to that of the celebrated father Ca- 
SIMIPE : it was ſufficient for me that it had 
the power of charming any devil, that ſhould 
have the malignant impudence to play tricks 
with a man that is ſubject to the holy inquiſition. 
J made the moſt of this power a long while, 


till at laſt, relying on the promiſe that As r A- 


ROTH made me, of making reparation for all 


the injury he had done me, I delivered him from 


his ſhackles. No ſooner was he free, but he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to me in words to this eftg: che- 
valier, if I did not begin to habituate myſelf to 
the injuſtices of people of your ſpecies, I could 

| have 
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on never pardon the puniſhment you have ſo cru- 

his elly inflicted on me. However, ſince it was my 

cat frankneſs that brought it on my head, I will 

"ar Y live with you for the future like a faſhionable 

= friend, that is, with a great deal of policy, and 
3 


” | very little ſincerity. 
his How is that, my lord Cardinal? cried J. 


ter I fs it in this manner thou beginneſt to make me 
ne ff the promiſed reparation ? Are the injuries thou 
h. complaineſt of to be compared to the torments 
n- which thy malice has made me ſuffer ? What 
* have I done to thee, barbarian, that deſerved 


thoſe infidelities of which thou haſt made 
"CY Donna THERESA guilty? Why didſt thou 


ich ¶ at firſt lend me thy aſſiſtance, if thy deſign was 
an afterwards, under pretence of doing me ſervice, 
ck to make me the moſt unhappy of mortals t 

Ah, cruel As TAROT EHI it is for me to com- 
of, plain; and if thou reflecteſt ever ſo little on the 
nc condition thou haſt reduced me to, thou muſt 
agree that my vengeance is not equal to the 
jad greatneſs of the inſult, If that be the caſe, re- 
ald plied his diabolical eminence, and ſince I per- 
ceive that you really think as you ſpeak, I par- 
en. don you all the ill you have done me, upon 
le, condition that for the future you never proceed | 
to ſuch extremities with me, without firſt having 1 
all well conſidered the matter: for I muſt tell i 
"1 pou, Chevalier, that if you are not guilty of | 
d- cruelty, you are guilty at leaſt of want of re- i 
- | fiexion. Ought you to have expected that I | 
- ſnould undertake to render favourable a beauty | 
UG 


truly chaſte? If I had undertaken ſuch a thing, 
"VE and ſucceeded, know that it would not have 
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been in my power to keep her faithful. We 


devils can do ill faſt enough, and ſuggeſt it into 


the hearts of mortals; but as it is not in our 
power to do in reality any one good action, ſo nei- 
ther can we prevent thoſe diſorders that we oc- 
caſion from increaſing of themſelves. Beſides, did 
not ] tell you that you would ſoon grow weary 
of Donna THRERESA? Was it my duty then 
to foretell a misfortune, which, chimerical as it 
may be, would have corroded the pleaſure of 


your molt happy days? Ah, Chevalier, if J did 


not dread that choleric vivacity of yours, I | 


could inform you of fome things that would 
foon give you conſolation for the loſs of your 
miſtreſs — What is it you mean? faid J with 
precipitation, —I mean, anſwered he, that be- 
ing defirous to put you in poſſeſſion of DoN N a 
THERESA's wealth, I faſcinated your eyes in 
fuch a manner, that ſhe appeared to you young, 
and the moſt charming creature in the world, 
though ſhe is in reality old, and the moſt ugly 
of all beings that live on this ſide our empire, 
The grand inquiſitor 1s not lefs duped than you 
have been, and will be happy no longer than 

the charm endures. | 
T he diſcourſe of his diabolical eminence 
ſeemed to me at firſt an incomprehenſible myſ- 
tery: but no ſooner had he conducted me to 
my wife's apartment, and taken off the charm 
that made her feem lovely, but I pereceived a 
creature more ugly than the picture that As- 
TAROT EH had given me of her- My ſurpriſe 
made the fly devil laugh, who now opportunely 
whiſpered me to take poſſeſſion of a ſmall _ 
| et, 
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ret, that contained the moſt valuable of Do x- 
Na THERESA'S jewels, As 1 had long been 
accuſtomed to put my hand often into a cer- 
tain ſtrong coffer, the contents of which viſibly 
diminiſhed, a natural inſtinct carried me thithcr 
for the laſt time, when I left nothing behind 
me that I thought mylelt able to carry off clean. 
Then returning with ASTAROTH to the cave, 
I made him all the reparation be could define, 
for my paſſionate uiage of his eminence, 


CHAP Bt 


The Author makes his Peace with As A. 
ROTH, Who informs him of ſome remark. 
able Facts, and gives him a great deal of 
Advice, The Author follows that of re- 
turning to his native Country, 


BET E R pleaſed at ſeeing my ſelf maſ- 


ter of DONNA TrneRrEsSA's jewels, than 
a miſer who receives a large intereſt upon a 


ſmall capital, I eaſily forgot that horrid crea- 


ture, and thought of nothing but in v.hat way 
to make uſe of my riches, ASTAROTH at 
firſt put on a face of anger, and feemed un- 
willing to vouchſafe me any advice, I had 
a great deal of pains to reconcile him to me, 
and all my excuſes were inſufficient to give 
him ſatisfaction, Never ſure was there an in- 
fernal ſpirit, that ſtood more upon the puncti- 
lio of honour. It was not the torment I had 
made him ſuffer, that drew on me his indiffe- 


rence: I had accuſed him of perfidy ; and he 


2 could 


* 

| 
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could not, he ſaid, pardon me ſo outrageous 
an affront. | 
To confeſs the truth, I laughed in my flceve 
to ſee a devil fo jealous of his reputation; but 
giving way to his capricious humour, I declared 
myſelf guilty, aggravated my crimes, and beg- 
ged pardon for it in ſuch a moving manner, 
that he was at laſt ove:come by entreaty, re- 
newed his promiſe of aſſiſtance, and vowed on 
the faith of a devil to kecp it. This peace 
was not ratified without a formal treaty, which 
both parties ſwore to: I, that I would never 
ſuſpect his fidelity and probity ; and he, that 
he would be ſubmiſſive and faithful to me, till 
the very moment he was called home to hell. 
J his convention having brought him again in- 
ta good humour, he offered me one of the fine? 
women in all Italy, in recompence for my loſs 
of DONNA THERESA; but ſeeing plainly 
by my anſwer, that I was not diſpoſed to enter 
again ſo ſoon into the bonds of that faithleſs 
and deceitful ſex, but on the contrary, rather 
inclined to augment my fortune, he adviſed 
me to enter into the venerable company of tax- 
gatherers. You cannot imagine, ſays he, Che- | 
valier, all the advantages of that profeſſion, 
I know them well, anſwered I: I am of a 
country where they are as much reſpected as 
hated: b t, for my part, I love neither the 
flatter) of great men, nor the hatred of the 
i populace. Beſides, I am a gentleman by birth, 
| and would not degrade myſelf fo far as to aſſo- 
| ciate with a body of men, the very heads of 
| whom were born in ſervitude, or among the 


dregs 
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dregs of the common people. What a whim- 
ſical turn of mind you mortals bave ! replied 
his diabolical eminence with a loud laugh. The 
greateſt part of you men of rank pique your- 
{elves on a chimerical nobility, which ruins you, 
and leads you in the direct road to beggary ; 
whereas a man from among the meaneſt of the 
people endeavours to puſh himſelf by all forts 
of methods, and ſeldom fails of ſuccceding. How 
many footmen has fortune in your time en- 
nobled, whoſe children are now arrived to the 
ſummit of dignity? Witneſs the marquis de 
GRACE,colonel of a regiment, who has a ſiſter 
married to a count of an antient lineage, Their 
father was drawer to a tavern, and raiſed him- 
felt by intrigue to the degree of grandeur he 
now enjoys, and which has enabled him to make 
the fortune of his children. I know, ſaid I, the 
counteſs and the marquis you fpeak of perlect⸗ 
ly well: I know that their father is farmer - 
general, and that he was of no higher deſcent 
than the greateſt part of his brethren: but I 
am ignorant what means he made uſe of, to 
procure himſelf ſuch a iplendid eſtate as he now 
ſeems to be poſſeſſed of. I can give you ſatisfacti- 
as to that, replied As TAROT H, in very few 
words. P*#% ; is the ſon of a miſerable poor 
peaſant in the province of Burgundy, At the 
age of fourteen, he quitted his paternal cottage, 
and wen: to Paris, where he got reception in 
a tavern, the maſter of which he had ſeen in 
his own country. The lad was then a good 
{prightly youth, and we had very great hopes 
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of him in our empire. He had not been long 
in ſervice, before he gave proofs of his mercu- fai. 
rial ability. His firſt prank was forgiven him: m) 
but as they watched his conduct more narrow- m 
ly after this, his maſter ſoon perceived that he cie 
was not fit for his purpoſe, and turned him a- m 
ſtray to ſeek his fortune. | to 
P**#* had luckily got acquainted, and was i yo 
linked in friendſhip with ſome footmen, who | by 
came to drink at his maſter's houſe. One of | wi 
theſe party-colour'd gentry recommended him I ex 
to the wife of an under farmer of the revenue, on 
He had the good fortune to pleaſe her, and ſhe. I ha. 
took him into her ſervice, without enquiring af. ] {in 
ter his character. The good lady began to loſe de 
the bloom of her youth; and P***, who was I} atr 
nick. named JasMiINn, was juſt in the flower I w. 
of all his days. He was exceeding nice in his dreſs, ba 
and knew ſo well how to ſeize Oc casio I foi 
by the forelock, that he went ſnacks with his Y W 
m fter, who about the ſame time was made far- 5 
mer general, By his miſtreſs's order, and at 
her expence, Jas MIN was taught to read and 1 T 
write; and ſoon after he had a place given if 
him, the income of which, though very tolera- ba 
ble, was not fufficient to fatisfy his vanity, He I} aft 
was now in poſſeſſion of the true key of his te 
own fcrtune, and made uſe of it to all poſſible tO 
advant:ge. In leſs than twelve years, he roi? ot 
f om degree to degree, up to the very poſt he is I Pr 
new in, and in which he has amaſſed wealth re 
en: ugh to maintain his family in that rank, J be 
wh re it now ſhines fo brilliantly. R = 
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I was unacquainted with this hiſtory, 
faid I to my quondam HERMIT : but, upon 
my own knowledge, I ſee in the revenue fo 


many other ſhining characters of the ſame ſpe- 


cies, that I can never reſolve to incorporate 
myſelf among ſuch people. —Well, leave them 
to themſelves then, replied As TAROT E, ſince 
you ſo diſl:ke them. They are indeed protected 
by the principal lords of the infernal empire, for 
which their body is an inexhauſtible ſource of 
excellent ſubjects: there has never yet been 
one member of it that fai ed in the fealty he 
had ſworn to us. But, continued my counſellor, 
ſince this way of life, the beſt indeed that can 
be choſen, is diſagreeable to you, and you are 
afraid of derogating by it from your nobility ; 
why, fir, do you not take to the army? You 
have riches enough to make a figure there for 
ſome years ; and let the worft come to the 
worſt, after you have ſpent a!l your money, 
ou may pet in with ſome rich widow, whom 
i will prevail upon to re-eſtabliſh your fortune, 


The army, ſaid I, would pleaſe me very well, 


if a man was not liable there to the diſgrace of 
having others put over his head: but how often, 
after having ſpent all he is worth in the ſove- 
reign's ſervice, has an officer the mortification 
to a ſee a young beardleſs boy, who has no 
other merit but that of high birth or powerfal 
protection, get the ſtart of him? — Well but, 
replied ASTAROTH, examine me then from 
head to foot; would the ſcarlet I am adorned with 


pleaſe you better? This profeſſion, in my opinion, 
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has charms that may ſeduce the moſt modeſt. 


As merit, at this day, has no longer a place a- 


mong us eccleſiaſticks, there is nothing more 
eaſy than to rife in the church. What cha- 


racter among men can be more brilliant than 


ours? We are moſt of us rich; all of us re- 


ſpected; and we all enjoy privileges that gaiſe 
us even above princes. Our head is the fuſt 
of mankind, and there is no one, not the leaf: 
individual of our ſpecies, who has not a ſhare 
of the boundleſs power of that ſovereign of ſo- 


vereigns. Ah, Chevalier, if you feel any in- 


clination for this happy profeſſion, to what de- 


gree of grandeur may you not ariſe, having 


me for your friend and protector? For I mul 
let you know, that nothing is done in this il- 
luſtrious body but by our direction. It is our 
ſovereign that gives a ſanction to all decrees, 
that always preſides. over their venerable aſ- 
ſemblies, from which we take the utmolt care 
to baniſh, and even to anathametiſe, every liv- 
ing man whoſe virtue is ſuſpected, Now, 
Chevalier, what doſt thou think of this? 

I admire, faid I, to AsTAROTH, this 
pompous ſample of a deſcription, which how- 
ever is literally true. This makes me not 
wonder at one of our antient doctors, for 


faying that your country is paved with eccle- 
ſiaſticks. For my part, however, I would not 
be one of them, tho' I were fure of obtaining 
the triple crown. Beſides, as I feel in myſelf 
no inclination to become a cabaliſt, I ſhould 


make a very fooliſh figure among you, and 
1 75 run 
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run a great riſque of never being advanced. 
You only think ſo, anſwered As TAROT H: 
but that modeſty of yours is owing merely 
to your want of knowing the world, Take 
this along with you, Chevalier, that as appetite 
comes by eating, the deſire of riſing encreaſes 
in proportion as a perſon riſes. Do you know 
the lord cardinal AM IRON I? Nothing could 
de more modeſt than that famous prelate, when 
firſt he embraced the life of an eccleſiaſtic. The 
moſt his birth could admit him to aſpire after, 
was a ſimple canonicate. Now he keeps a cha- 
pel equal to mine, and forms a deſign no leſs 


than that of raiſing himſelf to the ſovereign. 


hicarchy, If this great man ſhould obtain that 
eminent poſt, I expect he would do more ſer- 
vice to our empire, than a whole million of 
vulgar devils put together. One may juſtly ſay, 
that he is entirely devoted to Luci FER, and 
that none of us all out-does him either in ma- 
lice or wiles. 

This prelate, though born of the — 
parents, has preſerved nothing of the baſeneſs 
of his extraction. His bold and inſinuating ge- 
nius, has enabled him to aſcend to the higheſt 
degree of fortune. He once governed deſpoti- 
cally, or, to ſay better, ty rannically, one of the 
principal monarchies in Europe. He was obliged, 
it is true, to leave that kingdom; yet did not 
leave off to conduct the affairs of it. Nothing 
is now done there but in purſuance of the max- 
ims he laid down, and all his refined policy is 
exactly put in practice. It was he that in. 
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ſpired the war that is lately broke out, His 
brain teems nothing continually but great and 
unjuſt projects, whoſe ſole tendency is to drive 
an illuſtrious family from a certain throne, 
which he thinks it poſſeſſes unlawfully, Long 
ago, through his intrigues, thouſands of 
emiſſarles were ſent into the dominions of the 
reigning prince, whom he called a uſurper, in 
order to lay the train of a fatal rebellion, which 
muſt inevitably have broke out, but for the 
moſt prudent precautions. AM IRON His the 
evil genius of the expelled and baniſhed pre- 
tended king, whoſe enemy at the ſame time 
he would ſeem to appear. It is he that ſtirs 
him up, that animates his cauſe, that ſolicits 
all the powers of the ſame communion to ena- 
ble him to recover a crown, which however 
he could not preſerve even if he was peaceably 
poſſeſſed of it, becauſe he wants all the talents 
neceſſary to acquire the affection of a people fo 
ſtubborn, and fo jealous of their liberties. One 
of the moſt flouriſhing monarchies of our he- 
miſphere enters into this vaſt project, the exe- 
cution of which has been deemed ſo eaſy, that 
his eminence, who puts all in motion, has dared 
to propoſe an alliance in the name of the 
wou'd-be-king, 5 
In a word, he is the diſturber of all Europe, 
and the inventer of all the conſpiracies that 
have been hatched for more than twenty years 
paſt, You may believe that all the ſchemes he 
put in motion, that his continual hurry, which 
drives fleep for ever from his eyes, are fug- 
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gelted by intereſt and ambition. He predicted 
that he ſhould riſe to the ſovereign pontificate, 
and is reſolved to omit no ftratagems, that his 
intriguing genius can furniſh him with, to ve- 
ify his prediction, though, for the execution 
of his project, he ſhould ſacrifice three parts of 
humankind. Perſuaded that he fhall become 
neceſſary in the midſt of diſcord, he endeavours 
to blow the ſparks of it at every court. A de- 
ſtructivye rupture has already broke out be- 
tween two very conſiderable powers. He la- 
hours, with all his might, to ſpread the ſame 
lames in the greateſt part of Chriſtendom, If 
he ſucceeds, it will be then his time to fiſh in 
troubled waters, and at laſt to ſeize the triple 
crown, the morſe] ſo much defired by all the 
members of the ſacred college. 

ASTAROTH, who had reſumed his good 
humour, diverted himſelf a long time in relat- 
ing all the juggling tricks of this moſt eminent 
prelate. Better than a ſecretary that has the 
largeſt ſhare of his maſter's confidence, he was 
fully acquainted with all the correfpondences 
and numberleſs intrigues of our famous politician: 
but as he talked too freely of the cabinet ſecrets 
of ſovereigns, and a little ſhocked my natural 
tiſcretion, I broke in upon his narrative, in 
order to communicate to him a project that 
was juſt then come into my mind, I per- 
ceive, ſaid I, by reflecting on all the profeſſions 
that you have propoſed to me, that there is not 
one of them will ſuit me, Without farther de- 
liberation therefore, I am reſolved to give way 

| to 
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to my natural inclination, that is, to continue 
the liſe of a knight-errant, which I purſued 
before my marriage with Donna THEREsaA, 
But, Lord ASTAROTH, to render my travels 
agreeablc, I ſhall have need of your company, 
J ſhould like to wander over both the hemiſ- 


pheres of our planet; and that I may never loſe 


the idea of the places I have made any ſtay in, 
I would every where make collections of the 
moſt curious anecdotes, for the diverſion of 
my friends on my days of repoſe. 


and procure me new delights as the days re- 
volve. If you will follow me, depend upon 
it I ſhall not be ungrateful, and that you ſhall 


| have a powerful protector againſt all the ſub- 


je&s of your empire, who may be jealous of 
your reputation. 

What ſay'ſt thou Chevalier? cried his dia- 
bolical eminence. One may eaſily fee that you 
were bred up in a court: you are ſuch a very 
courtier when you want to obtain any favour. 
If I was not devoted to you as I am, I could 


not withſtand the charms of your politeneſs. | 


Rely on what I fay, Sir: I will accompany you 
whereſoever you ſhall pleaſe to go. 


CHAP. 


| As As- | 
ROTH, my dear As TAROT H, I know all the 
extent of your talents: your humour is gay; 
your tattle amuſing; in a word, you poſſeſs all 
the qualities requiſite to ſatisfy my ruling paſſion, 
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CHAT. I, 


The Author is tranſported into the Capital 
of the Univerſe. Changes that had hap- 
pened during the time he was abſent. He 
meets with an Adventurer, whom he knew 
formerly, and who tricks him of good 

part of his Jewels. 


TY »%F# 


L HE natural taſte that I had for travel 
1 made me highly delighted with the good 
» graces of my faithful As TAROT H. I gave 
- him a thouſand thanks; and, as I was very 
n fond of adventures, propoſed to him immed!- 
i ately the taking a trip to Paris, where I had 
H- ſome little acquaintance, Very good, Cheva- 
of lier, ſaid he; I conſent to it: but as I am fub- 
ject to the orders of my ſuperiors, | ought to 
a- inform you that I ſhall now and then be obliged 
ou to be abſent, All I can promiſe you is, that I 
ry will execute as ſpeedily as poſhble whatever 
Ir. Y inſtructions I may receive, and return to you 
11d I as ſoon as I have done, in order to inform you 
1s. of any thing you ſhall wiſh to know, a d to 
ou Fgive you my advice in times of difficulty. 
Then pulling a ſmall phial out of his pocket, 
leres fas s he, take and drink a few diops of 
tlits elixir, which has the virtue of preſerving 
human nature from all thoſe wants to which 
his coatinually ſubject, In fact, had no 
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ſooner ſwallowed five or ſix d rops of it, but J 
found myſelf almoſt in the ſame plight with a 
tat canon, who has ſpent ſome hours in ſtuf— 
fing his paunch with the moſt nouriſhing diſhes, 
This elixir has one property in which it ex- 
celled even the beſt food; which was, that it 
refreſhed the ſenſes, and yet preſerved from all 
inclination to ſleep, I was admiring the effect 
of it to ASTAROTH, when he told me, that 
it was compoſed by the abbot CH1Mezrivs 


who had found means to ſtarve himſelf to death 
with this important ſecret, | 


This, he added, 
ought nor to ſurpriſe you, 


tion of his drops. He oubliſhes every Where, 


that they have the virtue of making a man | 


live three months without eating or drinking : 
but, at the ſame time he ſo boaſts the virtue of 
his tincture, if any one invites him to dinner, 
he eats as if it had no other virtue but to whet 
the appetite, and famiſh the perſon who uſes it, 
It was neceſſary to the abbot's character that 
theſe drops ſhould paſs through the hands of 
ſome one of my ſpecies. By that means al! 
who uſe them, will conceive the ſame 1dea 
of them as you now do, and may very ſoon 
make his fortune, If you want to know 
this famous chymiſt, continued AsT a- 
ROTH, you ſhall preſently have it in your 


power to ſee him, without being perceived 


yourſelf. 
My metamorphoſed Hzr Mm 1T had no ſooner 


finiſhed theſe words, but he truſſed me up upon 


| ©» 
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To ſpeak the truth, | 
the abbot, by his conduct, deſtroys the reputa- 
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bis ſhoulders, almoſt in the ſame manner as 
EN EAS took his father ANxcHISES. The 
aſtoniſhing rapidity with which he cleft the 
airs put me into ſuch a terrible rie She; that I 
loſt at once all the uſe of my ſenſes, At laſt, 
waking as from a found fleep, I found WS" 
extended upon a graſſy carpet, with which 
nature had adorned the ſummit of a high 
mountain. AsTARoTH, whom TI did not at 
firſt ſee, appeared to me all of a ſudden. 
Where do you think yourſelf now, oir? faid 
he with a laugh. Without doubt, faid I, I 
am juſt where it has pleaſed your eminence to 
bring me. But your world has been ſo very 
ind! fferently deſcribed to us, that I ought to be 
a devil myſelf to know what part of it Tam in. 
Look you there, ſaid he, pointing with his finger; 
on that fide lies the native country of all po- 


lite people. We have been but three days on 


our journey, and I could have brought you hi- 
ther in much el time, if I had not been de- 
tained a little at Lyons by a job, which was to 
inſpire a very good man with the reſolution to 
rob his brother, for the ſervice of a prieſt whom 
I protect. I ſhall have another opportunity here- 
after to give you a narrative of this affair, which 
was attended with variety of conſequences, and 
a great many curious and intereſting tall, 
that will afford you ſome diverſion. 

The joy I conceived at reviſiting my native 
place, took ſuch full poſſeſſion of my mind, 
that T was not ſuſceptible of any other pleaſure. 
I did not inſiſt upon the ſtory; and As r A- 
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ROTH, who knew my inward ſentiments, 


took leave of me; telling me, that ſince I was 
in a country well known to me, I muſt 
not take it amiſs if he left me among my old 
acquaintance, for that he would come back 
to me after he had compleated the great work 


that was begun at Lyons. As I] had in reality 


very ſtrong engagements in this capital, and 
expected to find there many relations and 
friends, without running the riſque of being 
de te cted concerning my former frolicks, J gave 


a carte blanche to my guide, and even leſt the | 


time of his return to his own diſcretion, The 


moment he quitted me took the road for Paris, 1 
and entered that city juſt at the cloſe of the 


day, 
My firſt care, after providing myſelf with a 
lodging, was to clothe me in a manner ſuitable 
to the figure I intended to make, I had plenty 
of caſh upon me, and ſo was furniſhed with 
every thing I wanted in an inſtant, An utter 
ſtranger would have thought he had to do with 
conjurers, ſo many workmen were ready to ex- 
ecute whatever I commanded. In leſs than a 
week I was compleatly equipped, as well with 
linncn as with every other part of dreſs, My 
ambition however, was not ſatisfied, till after I 
had formed my houſehold, which conſiſted of 
ſeven or eight ſervants, three of whom were 
dreſſ d in the moſt ſplendid liveries. I was 
not then afraid of appearing among my rela- 
tions, who perhaps would have received me 
leſs courteouſly if this magnificent equi page had 
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not dazzled their eyes, My fund, great as it 
was at preſent, was far from being ſufficient 
to ſupport the luxury I lived in any long 
time; but, as I always depended on the friend- 
ſhip of ASTAROT-H, I made no ſcruple of 
going on, and had none of thoſe anxieties, 
that the ſurpriſing dimunition of my capital 
mult otherwiſe have given me. A continued 
ſucceſſion of pleaſures, that were every day 
diverſihed, made the moments paſs merrily a- 
way. Good eating and drinking, variety of 
miſtreites, gaming, and the pl: ay houſe, made 
up the whole of my employment. Both ſexes 
were fond of my company ; all my friends 
ſeemed to contend among themſelves who 
ſhould ſet the higheſt price on my favours, and 
I was regarded as the oracle of every aſlembly, 
that I deigned to honour with my preſence, I 
muſt ſeriouſly own however, that, though open 
enough to flattery, I was not entirely the dupe 
of it, I had too much reaſon not to perceive 
that all my merit, and all the Proves tnat were 
laviſhed on me, were cwing to my generoſity 
and luxury: yet ſuch is the character of human 
nature in general, that it is fond of fe:ding on 
an imaginary good, Vanity is a kind of 
drunkenneſs, fo much the more dangerous Ag 
it leads us into the moſt fooliſ extravagancie 
Six months paſſed : away in this manner, at the 


GILLYS TT 
end of which the lownefs of my Rock made me 
reflect on the. abſence of AS ARO TR. For 


many days I endeavoured to evoke him, and 
all to no purpoſe but as his bak could no 
8 3 poſnbly 
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poſſibly be now ſuſpected by me, after all the 
ſervices I had received from him, I concluded 
that ſome devil of high rank, who had a right 
over him, was the occaſion of this diſappoint- 
ment. It was lucky for me, that I had a 
good ſtock of jewels ſtill left. I reſolved to dif- 
poſe of a part. of theſe, and began in fome mea- 
ſure to retrench my expences. This deprived 
me of ſome of my friends, the loſs of whom 
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I no otherwiſe regretted, than as a miſer 
would the loſs of a paraſite, The pleaſures I 1 
received were now lefs noiſy, but more real | 
and rational, I ſpent my time in admiring the | 


ornaments of the city, which are very nume- 


rous, and happily encreaſing every day, A 


man of wit, of my acquaintance, who 
had free acceſs to the provoſt of the merchants, 
introduced me to that magiſtrate, He was a 
man of merit, but infatuated- with his own 
projects, of which he talked eternally to ail 
who came near him. One of the keys on the 
river fide, among other things, which he had 
cauſed to be enlarged at his entrance on his of- 
fice, and to which he added a parapet wall, 
was in his own opinion a maſterly performance, 
and the ſubject of much diſcourſe. One day, 


when my friend and I were in his company, 


he addreſſed himſelf to us thus: it is ſurpriſing 


that not one of the wits of the town has 
thought of making at leaſt one ſtanza of fix 


lines in praiſe of that public work, We ſhall 
ſee if the ſolar quadrant, which I am going to 


ere, will not rouſe them from this lethargy. 
As 
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As my friend was tbe man who paſſed for 
the brighteſt fellow in company, and did not 
do himſelf the injuſtice to refuſ: the honour of 
that fine quality, he took this reffechon as if 
levelled directly at him. What do you think, 
(ſaid he to me, as ſoon as we were by ourſelves) 
of the philoſopher Tu R Go? Does not that 
maſter-piece of his deſerve to be immortaliz'd 
by an ode? I think at the leaſt, ſince he is fo 
modeſt as to be content with one ſtanza, one 
ought to oblige him ſo far. Then taking out his 
memorandum book, without more meditation, 
he wrote thefe verſes: 


When provoſt Tur Go was in place, 
And noted here too little ſpace, 
He added this ſame border. 
All you that come, and all who go, 
Render your thanks to good Tur GO, 
The glory of his order, 


J had ſucked in ſomewhat of As TAROT BH's 
character, and the character of my friend was not 
much leſs malignant than mine. I took him to ſup 
with me, when he was eafily perſuaded to make 
me a preſent of this epigram, I had it imme- 
diately tranfcribed, and ſent a ſervant to paſte 
it up over the key. In a word, all Paris preſent- 
ly had it by heart ; every one diverted himſelf at 
the expence of the magiſtrate, whoſe vanity 
was well known, You may depend upon it 
we paid him no more viſits after this our paſ- 
quinade, My friend, though known for the 

| author 
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author of the verſes, loſt nothing by them but 
a dinner now and then, which he uſed to get at 
the provoſt's ; a loſs which I fully made up to 
him, as I could never wear out that natural 
generoſity of temper, that gradually reduced 
me to live by my wits. | 

A good part of my jewels were already ſold, 
and the money diſperſed, I could not prevail 


on myſelf to diſcharge an equipage that I had 
been ſome time uſed to : a gentleman, in my | 
opinion, had much better be dead, than without 
this mark of diſtinction. Full of this chime- | 


Tical idea, I durſt not look forwards on the 
uncertainty of my future condition, but I felt 
my heart pierced with the moſt ſenſible grief, 
My recourſe was to ASTAROTH, whom Te- 
voked to no purpoſe. The cruel Demo, 
taken up with other adventures, laughed at my 
imaginary diſtreſs: and indeed I ſometimes 
looked upon my troubles in the ſame light my- 
ſelf, in the confidence I had of his fidelity. In 
fine, the laſt remedy to my uneaſineſs was the 
frequenting of plays and public diverſions, or 
taking a walk in company. 

One evening, as I came from the opera, the 
unskilfulneſs of the coachman made him run 
foul of a very ſplendid equipage. Four 
ſwinging pages, dreſſed in gaudy liveries, fell 
to quarrelling with my ſervants, and threatened 


them hard. AsT was afraid the fellows might 


belong to ſome embaſſador, or foreign prince, 
and being loth to have any diſpute with a per- 
ſon of ſuch high quality, I immediately got 
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out of my coach to appeaſe the fray, The 
pretended prince ſhewed the ſame politeneſs : 
but ſcarce were his feet on the ground before 
I knew him for the marquis CRA Moirs1, an 
Italian by birth, and formerly my acquaintance, 
Our ſituation with regard to each other, at leaſt 
in appearance, was very different from that in 
which we had known each other formerly. E- 
qually aſtoniſhed at this rencounter,our firſt ſen- 
timents on both ſides obliged us to teſtify ſome 
ſurpriſe ; but the place not being proper for 
coming to an explanation together, our equi- 
pages were no ſooner diſentangled than the 
marquis made me get into his coach, in which 
we were driven, followed by mine, to a ſu- 
perb hotel that he inhabited, The furniture of it, 
which I took for his own, made me judge, by 
its magnificence, that he was one of the richeſt 
lords in Europe. Amazed at ſo advantageous 
a change in his fortune, I conjectured that he 
muſt have ſome genius under his command of 
the temper of AsMoDEUs, and more punc- 
tual than the faithleſs As TAROT H. He was 


indeed ſo happy as to be in the good graces of 


the firſt prince of the blood, who governed 
the whole kingdom, and at the ſame time en- 


joyed the favours of madame the princeſs of 


Ex, whoſe lover he openly profeſſed himſelf, 
and to whom he was the chief in regard among 
many. I had formerly heard ſpeak of the laviſh 
bounty of this princeſs on the like occaſions, As 
time had very much preyed on her charms, and 
the marquis was in all the vigour of his age, [ 
conſidered. 
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conſidered this conqueſt as the ſweeteſt morſel 
that could fall into the mouth of an adventy- 
rer. In effect, he confeſſed that within a little 


more than a ycar paſt, which was the time he 


had been acquainted with her, he had drawn 
from her near eight hundred thouſand livres, 
without putting her to any other trouble than 
that of making him one of the- bankers to the 
parties of gaming, that were held daily in her 
palace, 


Theſe games was baſſet, pharaoh, and 


lanſquenet. They began uſually about ten | 
or eleven o'clock in the evening, and conti- | 
nued till five or ſix the next morning. The 


marquis offered to introduce me to them, and 
curiolity made me accept his propoſition, We 
arrived there in very good time, while 
the company was yet thin : but in a few mi- 
nutes the aſſembly became as numerous and 
brilliant as what I have ſeen in an opera, with 
only this difference, that at the princeſs's it 
was compoſed of men only, dreſſed ſome of 
them more richly than others. Several halls, 
in the midſt of which ſtood tables appointed 
for the different games, were illuminated in 
every part, Scarce did they all ſeem ſufficient 
to contain the numbers that crowded them. As 
the marquis was one of the bankers at baſict, 
he left me to aſſume his poſt, which muſt cer- 
tainly be very lucrative, fince it conſtituted the 
principal part of his revenue, What ſurpriſed 
me the moſt, after viewing the company ſome 


moments, was to fee a great number of eccle- 
ſiaſticks 
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faſticks among the cabals of the gameſters, My 
firſt reflection made me look on them as a par- 
cel of dupes: yet I could not reſiſt the caprice 
of fortune, who I ſaw was ruining ſome, and 
ſhowering down her favours on others, 
had fifty Lewis's left, which I always 
carried in my pocket. Seduced by ill ex- 
ample, I hazarded ſome of them, which in 
leſs than an hour were increaſed to near an 
hundred times as many. The fortunate ſucceſs 
of this firſt attempt did not permit me to ſtop 
ſhort in ſo delightful a road: I was animated 
by the deſire of gain to purſue my point, and 
ſtaked my money with ſo little prudenc, that 
in a few moments | loſt not only what I had 
won, but the fifty pieces I had in my purſe, 
which was my whole ſtock of ready caſh. 

Such is the fatal paſſion of gaming, that 
whether a man wins or loſes, he can never con- 
tain himſelf within reaſonable bounds, For my 
part, diſtracted to ſee myſelf two hundred 
Lewis's worſe than I had thought myſelf juſt 
before, without refleCting that three fourths of 
this number belonged perhaps to thoſe who had 
now won them from me, I could not take the 
reſolution to become wiſe at my own expence, 
I went directly to the marquis, who was in 
another hall, and asked him to lend me twenty- 
nave pieces upon a diamond of value that I had 
on my finger. He would not accept the pledge, 
but told me down in a moment the ſum I de- 
manded, Theſe twenty five Lewis's were in- 
ſufficient to recover my loſt fortune: they 

laſted . 
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laſted me however, with good management, to 
the end of the play when I had only three 
or four left. With theſe I retired full of cha- 
grin, as I ſaw myſelf obliged to a new ſale of my 
jewels, in order to recruit my pockets, and make 
ſatisfaction to a friend who had truſted me on 
my word, | 

How prejudicial foever the meeting of the 
marquis had been to my ſmall fortune, my 


acknowledgments to him were not the leſs | 
warm. He had lent me money in the moſt o- 
bliging manner, and hearing, as we came out, 
that I had loſt it, he made me an offer of the like 
ſum, which I accepted on the condition that he 
ſhould come and dine with me. At this meet- 
ing, I confeſs, I found him altogether worthy 
of the good fortune he enjoyed; and, grate- 


fully ſenſible of this double proof of his friend- 
ſhip, I thought I could not do better than lay 
open to him all my cricumſtances. He did 
not ſeem to think them ſo deſperate as I did, 
eſpecially after taking an inventory of my 
jewels, which he valued at above one hundred 
thouſand franks. My condition however ſcem- 
ed to affect him, and, in order to repay my 
freedom of ſpeech, at leaſt apparently, 'in the 
ſame coin, he-adviſed me to turn my effects 
into money, and by making preſents to purchaſe 
the place of gentlemen to the princeſs, who'e 
bounty he lived on. Chevalier, ſaid he, in 
the moſt inſinuating tone, a man of your figure 
may have pretenſions enough at ſuch a court as 


we are in, eſpecially when reaſon, more than 


love 
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love, engages him to a woman of the princeſs's 


age and inclinations. For my part, who am 


no longer amorous, far from proving your ri— 
val on ſuch an occaſion, I ſhall ſee with joy 
your fortune equal to my own, ſince it may 
very well be ſo without the leaſt prejudice to 


me. If you had ſome employment which gave 


you accels to the princeſs, it would not be long, 
Jam certain, before you came in ſnacks with 
us; and your recompenſe, as well as mine now 
is, would be to become an eighth ſharer in the 
profits which our gaming ſtock produces; for 
the moſt famous academy i in Paris is kept in her 
palace, As all the prime nobility punctually 
attend there, and we bankers at baſſet and 
pharaoh underſtand the play. perfectly well, 
our office brings us in an immenſe annual fund 
In a word, chevalier, if you except only a A 
few preſents which her roy al highneſs now and 
then honours me with, 1 is this fund that 


{upporcs all my on ons on the foot that you 


ſee them. 

If I bad a grateſul nn of the marquis's 
firſt civilities, I had a much grea oor of thoſe 
offers, which gave me the proſpect of a fortune 


as brilliant as his, and to which all my ämbi- 


tion tended. I was almoſt beſide myſelf with 
reſpect, and could not tell how to expreſs my 
thanks in terms ſufficiently ſtrong, I am en- 
tirely yours, cried I, my dear marquis: diſ- 
poſe of me as you pleaſe. From this time I will 
—— my conduct to your advice, which I 
Will follow with all the confidence that ycur 
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good will deſerves from an old friend who can 
never forget you, 

After having again aſſured me, that he had 
nothing more at heart than to oblige me, Were 
I, faid he, in your place, the firſt thing I would 
do ſhould be to ſell my jewels, Money you 
well know is at this day theprimum mobile of 
all things. One part will ſerve to ſupport you 
a little in the way of life you have taken up; 
and the reſt muſt be employed in making pre- 


ſents to the princeſs's ladies of honour, to whom | 
TJ will immediately introduce you. By this 


means you will ſoon become her highneſs's gen- 


tleman: you mult accept this poſt at firſt with- | 


out any ſalary; and that point being carried, 


your whole future fortune will be in your own, | 
hands. 'The marquis ended his enchanting dif- 


courſe by offering to take on himſelf the diſ- 
poſal of my jewels, which he pretended he 
could make as much of as any jeweller, 
If I had reflected, at that moment, on the 
marquis's former way of life, of which 1 knew 
a thouſand anecdotes not very favourable to 


his reputation, perhaps my diſtruſt had made 
me eſcape all his ſnares: but, dazzled with a 


future proſpect that flattered my vanity, I 
received with joy an offer in which there 
ſeemed to be nothing but the moſt obliging 
ſincerity I was even in haſte to put him 
in poſſeſſion of the remainder of my for- 
tune, and had ſo little foreſight or ſuſpicion of 
the misfortune that threatned me, that ] ſlept 
with the ſame tranquility as a man could who 
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was in the full enjoyment of all bis wiſhes. 
My ſecurity appeared ſo much the better 
founded, as the marquis came to viſit me the 
next day, and brought me a thouſand crowns 
for a diamond which I had never valued at 


more than two thouſand livres, and which in 


my preſent neceſſity I would have parted with 
for leſs. So great was his affection, that ſcarce 
would he receive the fifty Louis's he had lent 
me, 

A month however paſt, and he had not yet 
found an opportunity to diſpoſe of the reſt of 
my effects, or to bring me before the princeſs, 
A certain confuſed air that I faw in him, every 


time I went to viſit him, began to give birth 


to ſome ſuſpicions in my breaſt. Many par- 
ticular friends, to whom I communicated the 
affair, compleated my diſſatisfaction; for they 
told me that his reputation was not better in 


Paris than in the country where I had known 


him. At length, opening my eyes on my own 
misfortune, I hunted and tei zed him in ſuch a 
manner, that, after having put me off from 
day to day, at theend of two months he gave 
me a parcel of falſe ſtones, ſo like thoſe I had 
truſted him with that I gave him a receipt in 
full, and utterly debarred myſelf from all fu- 
ture demands upon him, | 
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"bo fi, cullies the Author is Ieft in thro the 
knavery of the Marquis. To get out of 
them he 15 bl; ged bo fell his equipage. 
The condition he is reduced to, and bis 
reſolution do quit Paris. 


"OO happy in being got out of the claws 
of a ſharper, with w hom I thought I had 
now no farther buſineſs, I was determined, 
for the time to come, to act with more cau- 
tion, and not be the dune of y WI credu- 


A 


ty, {x friend, Whom I had choſen with 
judgment, recommended me to a jeweller, a 


man of great wealth and intereſt, who bought 


all that I was willing to ſell, at a leſs conſide- 
rable price indeed than the marquis had taken 
them, but much more real, becauſe he told me 
down on the nail the ſum be had agreed for, 
It amounted to forty five thouſand Ireen which 
made then my whole capital, and was my laſt 
reſource. At the rate I went on, this was not 
ra>re than ſufficient for a fingle year. As I 


entertained however freſh hopes every day of 
As TAROT RH“s return, who I was aſſured by 
a certain inward confidence had not abandoned 
„I could not find in my heart to retrench 

any 333 from my equipage, till I was forced 
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to it by an event that I had been very far 
from expecting. 

About a fortnight after the ſale of my jewels, 
one fine ſun-ſhiny morning, juſt as I roſe, 
came in the jeweller to whom I had fold them, 


the friend who had procured me his acquain- 


tance, and two other perſons whom I did not 
know, but who by their deportment ſeemed 
to be officers of juſtice. As Thad not the leatt 
apprehenſion of what was the occaſion of this 
viſit, I received them in a frank manner, and 
deſired them all to fit down. Scarce had they 


done ſo when the jeweller, with an air of cold- 


neſs, gave me back the goods I had fold him, 
and asked me whether I knew them to be the 
ſame that he had bought of me. Without queſ- 


fr, faid I, I do; as in reality I did. We 
muſt let you know then, added my friend, 


that the whole cargo is merely count terſeit, a 


not worth a hundred crowns. The gentleman 
is come therefore to bring them you again, and. 
to demand back his money. 

The ſurpriſe this compliment threw me in- 
to, had like to have made me die away on the 


ſpot. I was above a quarter of an hour before 


I was able to ſpeak two intelligible words. At 
laſt, being with ſome aſliſtance brought to my 
ſelf, [ told the jeweiler and. my friend that they 


might have been ſo kind as to came by them- 


ſelves, without bringing thoſe witneſtes of 


whathad paſſed, whom I now erde to ls 
a commiſlary and a notary : that if J had de- 


ceived them, I had much more to complain cf 


than 


1 


210 The Devil Hermit. 


than they, for that I had been firſt deceived 
myſelf, and all the loſs, by what J could lee, 
was like to light upon me only. In a word, 
I owned to them in what manner I had truſt- 
ed to the marquis DAMO Is f, and asked their 
ad vice as to the proper method I muſt take in 
order to bring him to juſtice. | 
Damors1 was ſo well known in Paris, 
that no ſooner had I pronounced his name, but 


the two officers declared they could do nothing. 


but pity me. If you ſhould ſue him, ſaid they, 
what would your pretenſions ſignify without 
proots, eſpecia' ly againſt a ſharper who has fuch 
powerful protectors? The marquis will make 
it appear, by your receipts, that he reſtored to 
you the very individual jewels that you had 
entruſted him with. He will afterwards ſue 
you for reparation of his injured honour, and 


- 


you vill find all the coſts, beſides damages, 


xc on yourſelf.— In a word, the reſult. of 


their cpinion came only to this, that my mis- 
fortune was entircly without remedy, Mean 
time J was obliged upon the nail to reimburſe 
the forty five thouſand livres which I bad re- 
ccived ; after which the Jewelier and } is atten- 
tendants went their ways, and left me a prey 
to the moſt forrowful reflections. 

F was now unhapp! ly in a ſituation which 
required me to act with the utmoſt prudence : 
but the grief of eng my ſelf reduced to this 
extremity, made me loſe all my wonted mode- 
ration Deſpair was the guide that conducted 
me to the marquis, wa without any refpeC: 
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to ſome perſons of quality that were then with 
him, I treated him like the worſt of ſcoun- 
drels, and challenged him to fight me. My 
rage had indeed made me like one dif- 
tracted, and the marquis very calmly pretended 
to conſider me in that character, and to diſre- 
gard all my threats. As he knew however all 
the tricks of the law, and had witneſſes of my 
inſults, the villain thought proper to prevent 
my ſuing him, and begun a proſecution againſt 
me for injury done to his honour. Such a 
flagrant piece of impudence, made me loſe the 
little remainder of my ſenſes. The juſtice of 


my cauſe ſeemed to me fo viſible, that I was 


reſolved to puſh the affair with all imaginable 


vigour : and in order to be able to do this, I 
determined that moment to diſpoſe of all my 
plate, which I did even to the very ring I had 
on my finger, But the buſineſs became ſo in- 
tricate, that the money I made of theſe, did 
but a very little advance it. I had even the 
mortification to hear that the cauſe went ſo 
much againſt me, as to put my poor carcaſe 
in no ſmall danger. The dread of being ar- 
reſted at laſt opened my eyes; I ſaw the ne- 

ceſſity of ſubmitting to my ill fortune, and 
came to the reſolution to diſcharge all my 


ſervants, and fell my equipage. This was the 


hnal temporary remedy of my preſent extre- 
mity, and what threw me down at once from 
a man of rank and figure, to the condition 
of a private poor fellow, 
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All my ſtock did not amount to above a 


thouſand crowns, and I was more than two 
thouſand in debt. My creditors, informed 
of my ſituation, dunned me inceſſantly. My 


friends all forſook me; and my ſervants, who 


had certainly had one of the kindeſt of maſters, 
were the firſt to publiſh what they knew of my 
wretchedneſs, My relations themſelves, who, 
dazzled with the luſtre of my ſplendid ap- 
pearance, had offered up their incenſe to my 
very faults, were my moſt open and avowed 
enemies. In this extremity, I ſoon perceived 
that I had no remedy left but that of flying 
the country, and I was not long in reſolving 


to quit a place, where I had nothing before me 


but the moſt melancholy proſpects. 


CHAP VI. 


The evening before his departure the Author 
has a viſion, which obliges him to go the 
next day to the palace of Luxembourg. 
His rencounter with ASTAROTH there : 
The ſeveral converſations they have toge- 
ther, and their concerting a new ramble, 


1 K E thoſe who have no other guide but 

their own inclinations, which they blindly 
purſue, I did not begin to reflect on all the ir- 
zegularities of my conduct, till I was no lon- 
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ger able to reform them. Dear ſelf\ove would 


not permit me to lay all the blame vf them 


on my own individual, and I bore very heavily 
on the infidelity of ASTAROT H, and his 
breach of thoſe promiſes 1 ſo much relied on. 


As little Itzehhood as I had of ſeeing bim a- 


gain, I could not prevail on myſelf to baniſh 
his idea from my mind, and to forget a fr lend 


by whoſe aſſiſtance I had ſupported myſelf ma- 


ny years. My only conſolation was to feed 
my fancy with the hopes of his return, and 
] invoked him every day with the ſame conſi- 
dence that a Spaniard ſupplicates ſome good 
faint to be propitious to him in his amours, 


I was juſt upon the point of taking my leave 


20 I'd Ry. ® 
Or r alis, waen, agitated by jucn cnOug,!t ts AS 


theſe, a gentle ſlumber at once took poſſeſſion 
of my ſenſes. My heated imagination pre- 
ſented ASTAROTH to my ſight, under the 
form that he wore when he took Hi leave of 
me. Methought we were walking together 
in the Luxembourg garden, and that he heaped 
on me more riches than I had ſquandered away 


during his abſence, But this felicity, to my 


great Uiſappointment, was of ſhort duration; 
all my golden joys vaniſhed with my ſleep, 
This flattering dream however had made ſo much 
impreſſion on my mind, that I put off my de- 
parture for a few hours, in order to viſit the 
place awake which had given me ſo much plea- 
ture in my ſleep. In ſhort, this impreſſion, was of 
the ſame kind with thoſe which your enthuſiaſts 
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call irreſiſtable: IJ have therefore relied much 
on ſuch ſort of viſions ever ſince, 

Scarce was I arrived at the Luxembourg gar- 
den, but I fled to the ſpot which was ſtill 
preſent to my imagination. There I perceived 
a little ill- ſnaped man, who ſaluted me with a 
ſmile. Surpriſed at his complaiſance, I went 
up to him, and deſired to be informed if he 


had any knowledge of me, My name, which | 


he had at his tongue's end, at the ſame time in- 


forming me that he had ſeen me in Italy, re- 


doubled my aftoniſhment : but what appeared 


to me yet more incomprehenſible, was, that in 
a moment he gave me ſuch a detail of a great 
number of anecvotes relating to my liſe, that 


I could not queſtion the reality of his pretended 
acquaintance with me. I could not reflect, 


however, on my having ſeen him in any place, 
and he diverted himſelf along time before he 


made himſelf known. 

In ſhort, it was no other than As TAROT H 
himſelf, who, in one of his diabolical whims, 
had choſen the very ugglieſt body upon the face 
of the earth. Do not reproach me, cheva- 
lier, ſaid he, after he had declared who he was: 
the time of my abſence has been longer than I 
intended ; but you did me juſtice in believing, 
when I did not appear to your evocations, that 
IT was hindered by ſome ſuperior order. Be- 


ſides, I could be of no ſervice to you againſt | 


the marquis Da mo1s1, who is protected by 
one of the greateſt princes of our empire, But 
comfort yourſelf in reſpect of the loſs he has 


made | 


| FCU > 


made you ſuſtain, and continue at Paris to be 
a ſpeCtator of the ſudden reverſe of his fortune. 
In a word, you will ſoon ſee him lock'd up in 
a jail, from which he ſhall eſcape only to 
become a fugitive in a foreign country, 

Does your devilſhip banter me? ſaid I to 
the quondam HER MIT. How does what you 
ſay hang together ? The marquis is protected 
by a Demon of the firſt order, and yet will 
ſink under the weight of his adverſe fortune, — 
Indeed chevalier, anſwered he, both the one 


and the other are literally true, You muſt 


know then that the marquis's protector has 


{ ſomething elſe to do than to watch for ever o- 
ver one man. It is his way to engage himſelf on- 
4 ly for a limited time. The client that has got 
him in his intereſt, muſt take care to keep 


him by his own good conduct: for this prince 


is very much like thoſe of your hemiſphere. 


When he knows a ſubject proper for our em- 
pire, he cloſely beſets him, and uſes every 
ſtratagem to win him over; but when he has 
once got hold of him, the man's whole buſineſs 
is dofie ; the Demon abandons him, and goes 
in ſearch of ſome other prey. Such will be the 
lot of the marquis DAMO Is I, who owes his 
wealth and advancement to the ſaid prince. In- 
capable of living within bounds, the moment 
he is left to his own conduct, he ſhall run in 
debt, and commit ſo many ſharping tricks as ſhall 
deprive him of the many powerful friends that 
now ſupport him. You will ſee him then act 


Ja character in another place, very different 


from that brill ant one which he has lately ſuſ- 
tained, It 


NT EIS NN — — 


21K e Devil Hermit, 
| If that be the caſe, ſaid J, I ſhall have the 


ſatisfaction of ſeing him as wretched as myſelf, 
with only this difference, that he is poſſeſſed of 
talents which I want, and has the art of ex- 
changing counterfeit jewels for real ones.— 
What then, cried he, do you no longer number 
me among your friends, that you think your— 
ſelf in ſuch a miſcrablu ſituation? Satisfy your- 
ſelf, chevalier, that I am a dev l of ſtrict honour, 
and incapable of being worſe than my word, 
Have not I promifed to aſſiſt you in all your 


difficulties? — But your honour, faid I, had 
forgot me for ſome time; or at leaſt, if you | 


did not abandon me voluntarily, the power that 
detained you elſewhere, left me in the neceſſity 
of making my own way out of my late tribula- 
tion, without your affiſtance. 

You ought to conlider, ſaid AsTAROTH, 
that one can enter into no engagement beyond 
one's power; nor can one be reſponſible for 
crols accidents that may now and then happen. 
When I left you juſt without Paris, my deſign 
was only to ſupport the intereſt of an enterpriſ- 
ing young lord, who has put himſelf under my 
protection. But ſcarce had I done with kim, 
before the tank I then held obliged me to pay 


my attendance at the conciave, which now 
makes ſo much noiſe. Thanks to my genius, 


T ave ſo embarraſſed the minds of my collegues, 
that I believe they will not eaſily agree in elect- 


ing a perſon to preſide over the church. Ous. 


power, to ſpeak the truth, does not extend fo 
far as to ſtop the courle of fate: but it is great 
| cnough 
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enough to diſturb all human affairs, and I have 


juſt now made uſe of my right in a manner that 
will open a great many eyes. Upon my ſince- 
rity, my dear chevalier, I could have withed 
ou had been my companion: you would have 
beheld a conclave of the moſt humorous ortho- 
doxy, There would have been no occaſion to 
give you an expoſition of what they were about: 
you muſt have underitood at once, that all the 
members could be animated by no other ſpirits 
but thoſe of my ſpecics. At preſent, while 


things are juſt in the ſituation that I would wiſh 


to have them, I have an opportunity to with- 
draw in ord-r to ſerve you, well Enowing the 
great need you have of my afſſiſtance. 

I am very much obliged to your ö 
good lord As r ARO TH. The ſight of 
has diſpelled all my uncaſineſs, and provided 8 
never abandon me again, I am perſuaded that 
every thing will go well, But may I be fo 
bold as to ask you a ſhort queſtion? How 
could your eminence prevail on yourſelf to quit 


a body of ſuch high rank, and ſubmit to take 


on you the miſerable form you now appear in? 
Theſe are reaſons of ſtate, ſaid he, that I will 
give you an account of another time, My bu. 
fineſs was to withdraw from the enquiries of my 
ſuperiours. As they knew me .to be proudly 
inclined, I 1imagiged they would never thirk 
of ſearching for me in ſuch a body as this. De. 
formed howcver as I am, you ought not to 
have a bit the worſe opinion of me, Tell me 
uU only 
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only what you would wiſh to be, and I will 


give you proot that I am always your 


friend. 
If the different ſituations of life were in the 
choice of mankind, I anſwered, I ſhould be 


glad to be reſtored to that which I was lately in; 


or if it was more brilliant, fo much the better, 
Plague on your Ane taſte, cried ASTAROTH; 
do you think me maſter of all the riches in the 
univerſe? | beg of you to be a little more me- 
deſt, and have ſome regard to the pockets of 
your friends, You ſhould conſider that one who 
demands more than can be given him, may be 
ſure of obtaining nothing. —Very true, anſwe- 
red I ; but ! ask for no more than the means of 
n for a ſhort time, over thoſe who have 
turned their backs on me during my misfortunes : 
When this is done we will leave Paris, ard 
make what figure you pleaſe in another place, 
— Your propoſal is very reaſonable, reply'd 

AS TARO TA, 2nd ſuits my humour: this ver 
evening you ſhall go to the princeſs d' E*“s, 
and- as I know a little more of play than even 
the bankers themſelves, you may depend upon 
bringing off a ſum ſufficient to content your 
wiſhes. I have along while owed thoſe gentle- 
men ſuch a caſt of my skill. They have made ſo 
many dupes, that I cannot but think it equi- 
table that they ſhould be, for once, made ſo 
themſelves. Bufides, we are in a country 
where it is the eſtabliſhed cuſtom for the greateſt 
tharper to trick the reſt, This city, in fact, 
n 48 
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is the chief academy of the beſt ſubjects of our 
empire. Turn your head a little on the right 
fide, added the metamorphoſed hermit, and 
obſerve thole two perſons who are talking 
warmly together. That large lubbard, with a 
buttery phiz, is a Provencial: his name is DA- 
MAT, and all his buſineſs is to look cut for 
novices in the art of gaming. Wherever he 


goes, he ſets up for ſale bond his wife and his 


religion: but as neither of them is of any great 


value, he does not diſdain to be the Mercury 
of thoſe who are willing to employ him, His 


capacity, though pretty "extenſive in the art of 


intrigues, is yet nothing in compariſon of that 
of the young man who is with him. Their 
friendihip began in Holland. Obſerve with 
what heat they talk together. 
their converſation is a certain mant ee 
who has heaped together a great deal of riche: 
and whom they are reſolved to have the pick- 
ing of. The meaſures they take are in- 
ſallible: the poor girl will at once loſe both her 
honour and her fortune, after which death will 
ſoon ſend her into our dominions, 

But how is it poffible, cricd I, that a young 
woman ſhould be fo weak as not to diſtruſt a 
phi ſiognomy ſo ſuſpicious as that of our Proven- 
cial? It will not be he, anſweredAsTAROT E; 
that ſhall do the buſineſs; all his preſent em- 
ployment is to go in queſt of new game, Hig 
wife aſſiſts him with a great deal of art; and 
the young man, who takes the reſt on himſelf, 


will perform his part with wonderful addrefs, 
His 


2 2 


The ſubject of 


2 EDI” 


RR — 


- cow” i 9 
1 r 5 a <a Y * 
Pay —— — 
—— = ” — * * * © 
wo ne on 


— 


e 
— a — 


ä —— — — nan =, 


22 it, 


evil 


220 E 


His deceitful countenance, his inſinuating air, 


his enchanting prattle, make him ſure of his 
prey. Indecd he very ſeldom fails of ſucceſs, 
His trains ſometimes are ſo well laid, that J 
ſhould not bluſh to own mylelf the author of 
them even in hell. But very lately he found 
the ſecret of getting into the confidence of a no- 
bleman of Geneva, whom he ruined with ſo 
much cunning, that the poor gentleman, aſham- 
ed of what had paſſed, thought it his beſt way | 
to leave Paris without giving notice of it even 
to his ſervants. The affair happened in this 
manner, f 

The nobleman we e ſpcak of, whoſe name is 
tre baron de PLANTAMOUR, is a very | 
rich and amiable young fellow, He came to 
viſit this city, and ſpent his time in admiring all 
the rarieties worthy the curioſity of a man of 
pleaſure, As he quartered in one of the 
moſt creditable inns, where nobody uſual] 
came but perſons who were unſuſpected, he was 
not long in getting a great number of acquain- 
tance. Among others, he entered into a ſtrict 
frendſhip with a rich merchant of Languedoc, 
who was in high credit with the bankers of Pa- 
ris, and very well known in this inn, where he 
had lodged ſeveral times. 

This "merchant, te a very open and engag- 
ing behaviour, added a thouſand valuable quali- 
ties, which made his company ſought after, 
As he had travelled over all Europe, "and. been 
ſeveral times in Holland, fortune had thrown 
Ekim, on different occaſions, into the converſa - 
tion 
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tion of the young man, whom you ſee difcovr- 
ſing with Da MAT. APr, that is the fellow's 

name, was ever ready to thruſt himſeif for— 
wards, and took the firſt opportunity to meet 
our merchant abroad. Tho' he was in company 


with the baron de PL ANT AMOUR, and marry 


other gentlemen, our young adventurer, who 
has a very happy memory, fincled him out by 


name, remembred ne had ſeen him at his fa- 
ther's houſe, and ſaluted him with: all the im 


padence imaginable, When he mentioned his 
own name, the merchant, Who knew nothins 
of his wicked life, nor the bad circumftance; 


his father was in, received him with great po- 
liteneſs. APp1 never lets flip fo favourable > 155 
opportunity: he- perceived the neceſſity of paſ- 


ſing now for a man of importance, and to}. 
the merchant that he was private ſecretary to 


a miniſter of ſtate : then, by coldly inviting hi. 


and the baron his friend to come and tup wien 
him, he got himſelf engaged to go and fpoitd 
the evening with ther. 

The Genevan and. anzuedocian were boch et 
a ſprightly temper, xn) no enemies to gallantty. 


8 


AP I, more ſubtile than ma ny fubjeSts of 01.85 


empire, took them 55 their foible, beaſted that 
he enjoyed the favour of x certain ducheg, 


and offered to make tem known to ker, F.- 


very night, ſays le, towards twelve oeoicck, 
J go to the garden of the palace roh As they 
ſhut the gates about that time, hen al the 
company is gone out, che di chefs, d Hus 
Sri vat door from her houſe: inte fr. garde: 
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always punctually comes there, with one of her 
ſiſters and a chambermaid, who are both yet 
mote beautiful than herſelf, but paſs away their 
moments very poorly together, while madam 
and I are in the moſt exquilite tranſports, Ei- 
the, Lam very much miſtaken, continued he, 
or J can dare affure you that they will receive 
with joy the propolition that I ſhall make them, 
of helping each of them to an amiable lover, 
and a lover by ſo much the more ſecret as he 
will not know them, for ſo you muſt pretend 
not to do. This night, with your conſent, I will 
tet the negociation on foot, and if it ſucceeds,as | 
I make no queſtion it will, you may accompany 

nie thither to-morrow night. 
The propoſed adventure was too ſingular, 
not to excite the curiolity of our ſtrangers. 
They declared their acceptance of it; and the 
next night young AP-I did not fail to wait on 
them, and let them know that they ſhould ve- - 
ry ſoon be as happy as himſelf. Imagine what 
preparations the amorous baron, and his friend 
the merchant, made for this meeting, - All that 
art could furniſh them with, to ſet off their 
perioas to advantage, was employed in their 
dreſs. The baron, as the richeſt of the three, 
and the beſt ſtocked with jewels, made the moſt _ 
brilliaat figure, At the appointed hour they 
all came together to the place of rendezyous ; 
the gates were ſhut, and three ladies in rich 
diſhabille immediately appeared. AP1's apple 
was the watch word, which was no ſooner given 
by one of theſe nocturnal beauties, but our 
three 
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three cavaliers came up to chem. Every cou- 
ple ſoon grew familiar ; one to one was an equal 
match, and they paſſed away ſome hours with 
the utmolt ſatisfaction, At laſt, when day be- 
gan to peep, the ladies thought it time to retire, 
and the hopes of renewing their pleaſures the 
following night, ſeemed to leave a delightful 
impreſſion on all the parties. The galants were 
led filently out of the palace, and about three 
o'clock in the morning they found themſelves in 
the Rue de Richelieu. 5 
As young Ap 1 could not, at this unſeaſona- 
ble hour, go home to the miniſter's whoſe ſe= . | 
cretary he called himſelf, he propoſed to the ba. 
ron and his friend to ſpend a few hours at 2 cof- | 
fee-houſe he knew, and where he was certain, 
he told them, of getting in when he pleaſed. 
They refuſed to comply, and invited him, on 
the contrary, to give them his company to 
their inn, where their ſervants fat up for them, 
ApT, who had projected his whole plan, 
made ſome objections to retard the time, and | 
kept them ſtanding in the ſtreet, to relate ſeve- | 
ral particulars of his amours with his ducheſs, 
They were at laſt juſt upon the point of parting, |} 
when three well dreſſed gentlemen came along f 
- | the ſame ſtreet, whom the young impoſtor pre- 
tended to know, and ſaid one was a Count, 
| the other a Marquis, and the third a Knight, He 
added to theſe titles, the names of families well 
known, in order to prevent all ſuſpicion, 
By heavens! cried he, with a foppiſh tone, I 
muſt enquire where theſe zakes have been. 
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As theycame nearer, he advanced towards 
them, and addreſſing himſelf directly to him 
that made the beſt appearance, Marquis, ſays 
he, may ene make bold to ask you what gallant 
adventure has made you ramble the | ſtreets at 
this time of night? This queſtion was followed 
by many others, till the three accidental gen- 
tlemen joined in company with Ap i and his two 
friends. It was then quickly known that the 
chevalier dwelt juſt by, and a propoſition was 
made to go to his houſe, in order to give one 
another an account how they had all paſſed 
their time, It was in vain for the baron and 
the merchant to oppoſe the motion : they had 
to do with people who had too much intereſt 
in ſecuring their company, and they were o& - 
bliged to ſubmit to their importunity. 
It was happy for the Languedoeian, that he 
did not want for preſence of mind. Under 
pretence of ſtopping a moment at the corner of 
a ſtreet, he found means to get off, and retire 
to his lodging, where he informed the baron 
domeſticks that he had left their maſter in gocd 
company, The honeſt merchant was very ſin- 
cere in what he ſaid : far from ſuſpecting the 
danger his friend was in, his only reaſon for 
leaving him, was to write ſome- letters which 
his buſineſs made neceſſary, The baron, for 
his part, who knew the merchant: to be a man 
of ſincerity, and was acquainted with his af- 
fairs, was leſs ſurprized at his quitting the com- 
pany, than at the manner in which he got a- 
Way. Perſwaded that he was in the. hands of 
gentle. 


power. In vain did he offer to redeem that, 
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gentlemen, he thought it his duty to excuſe his 


friend, and alledge in his favour all the reaſons 


that he thought the moſt plauſible, to reconcile | 
them to his deſertion, 

Though the ſharpers were really mortihed 
at having loſt a part of their prey, they yet 
pretended to take the thing well, and in a man- 
ner ſuitable to the characters they repreſented, 
The chevalier, to ſupport the honours of his 
houſe, ordered a cold collation to be ſet before 
his gueſts, and called for flasks of wine in abun- 
dance ; in emptying of which they all heartily 


Joined, and no man more ſo than our baron, 


After they had eat and drank their fill, cards 
were brought on the table, and one of the 
company propoſed. a game at lanſquenet, The 
baron de PLANTAMOUR, whoſe head was 
warmed with the wine, came into the propo- 
ſition without the leaſt demur. In a word, the 
artifice of the four impoſtors, aſſiſted by their 
good fortune, made him loſe, in leſs than two 
hours, all his ready money and all his jewels, 
without excepting even his watch, his cane, 
his ſword, and a gold tweezer that had his arms 
engraved on it. 

Our too credulous baron coming to himſelf, 
after this great loſs, could perceive eaſily 
that there was ſomething more than good 
luck in the manner of play which the pretended 
noblemen he was with had made uſe of, But 
all the miſchief was done, and his ſword, which 
he knew well how to uſe, was no longer i in his 


and 
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and his other principal moveables, by a note of 


hand, payable in twenty four hours; they on- 


Iy laughed at him, and obliged him to be gone, 
unleſs he would run a greater riſque than tha 

of being ſtripped of his all. Enraged and a- 
ſhamed to ſee himſelf the dupe of ſuch deſpi- 
cable ſcoundrels, he had not reſolution to take 
the neceſſary means of bringing them to ſignal 
and exemplary juſtice. T his experiment had 
made him wiſe, and he choſe rather to ſuppreſs 
his choler, than to communicate it to perſons 
who perhaps would have made it publick, and 
have taken the liberty moreover of diverting 
ſelves at his expence. He reſolved to ſet 
out the ſame day for Geneva, his native place, 
and with that view applied himſelf to a friend 
he could confide in, who furniſhed him with 
what money he wanted for his journey, and 


took on himſelf the charge of ſending after him 


to his remonſtrances, except when he delivers 


his baggage and his ſervants. Yet all thcſe 
precautions were not ſufficient to prevent the 
publication of this affair. The merc' ant, who 
thought his honour in ſome meaſure concerned 


in it, took it in hand, and proſecuted it vigo- 


rouſly : but the officers of juſtice pay no regard 


them with money in band. As he has no 
proof againſt APp1 and his accomplices, and 
founds his proſecution merely on report, the 
only effect of his complaints will be, to make 
his purſe ſomewhat the lighter, 

In the mean time Ap, hardened as he i is, 
dreads the conſequence of this affair, He is con- 
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ing with DAMAT in what manner to deceive 
the rich mantua-maker I mentioned, in order 
to make off with her ſpoils. They will bring 
the matter to bear before a week 1s at an end, 
and the fellow now before us takes it for grant- 
ed, that he ſhall get a hundred piſtoles clear by 
this ſpecimen of his art. 

How it will pleaſe me, cried I, if the ill-look- 


ing raſcal ſhould at laſt fall ſhort of his recko- 
ning! As to that matter, replied ASTAROTH, 
you may make your ſelf as merry with him as 


you pleaſe beforehand ; for the poor dog will 


not get a half-penny by the bargain. Apr, who 
has ten times the cunning of him, will Jul] him 
to ſleep with his different ſchemes, while he 
carries off the girl, and all her effects, without 


letting him know a word of the matter, So 
wuch the better, ſaid I. API then will play 
the part of a fox, and DAM Ar that of the 
cat, who with her paw takes the cheſnuts out 
of the fire. The rogue deſerves well to be 
bit of a ſalary, which is the wages of ſo much 
ſin: but I pity the poor girl without knowing 
her, and, if it was in my power, I would glad- 
ly avert from her the misfortunes that hang 
over her head. 

Fie upon you, chevalier | anſwered AsT A- 
ROTH: you mult diveſt yourſelf of all ſuch 
ſentiments of humanity. Take my word for 
it, fir, you muſt have a very good ftock of 
compaſſion, to exert it in behalf of all who 
ſeem to deſerve it. Look a little before you 


there, and note well that company of citizens, 
Obſer ve 
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Obſerve the tall man that walks in the midſt of 
them, with a black coat and perruque, That 
is an eccleſiaſtic metamorphoſed to a bookſeller, 
who keeps the famous ſhop over-againſt St BE- 
NEDICT's cloiſter. If I was to give you an 
account of all the families he has ruined, by pre- 
tending to ſerve them, I ſhould furniſh matter 
for a volume in folio, "Tho? he has taken in a 
great many of his brethren in foreign countries, 
by ſelling them old books under new titles, he 
has never got near ſo much by bookſelling as by 
lending on mortgages or pledges at an exorbi⸗ 
tant intereſt. All this while you would take 
him, by his looks and converſation, to be one 
of the moſt formidable enemies of our empire. 
No man, in outward appearance, has more ſtrict 
honour: yet no man knows better the art of 
picking your feathers, without permitting you 
to make any noiſe. By this means e has 
amaſſed very large ſums, a part of which only 
brings him an income of thirty thouſand livres 
per annum. As he is very covetous, and 
would never marry for fear of charges, all 
his wealth will deſcend to nephews, who wait 
impatiently for his deceaſe, in order to make 
another uſe of it than he has done, 

Carry your eye a little farther, and obſerve 
that large company, compoſed of men and wo- 
men, and ſome who look neither like the one 


nor the other. That abbe, whoſe hairs begin to 


grow grey, is well received in the beſt houſes in 
Paris, tho' he is publickly known for the father 
of two children, Which his own ſiſter has taken 

the 
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the pains to bring into the world, The poor 
girl, who is run mad with remorſe of con- 


— 


229 


ſcience, is kept cloſely confined, and paſſes 
away her time in the moſt deplorable mar ner; 


while the good brother, by way of conſolntion 


for his lots, regales himſelf with that little 


brown bit that you ſee there by his ſide. 

That other abbe, who is ſo ſprucely pow- 
dered out, and whoſe gallantries are ſhocking 
to all that hear of them, is a prieſt without 
religion, who has tried every trade he knew ur 
for forty years paſt, which is the time he has 
been in the world. Like a true cameleon, 
he firſt quitted the band for the ſword and the 
eockade, and then abandoned that for the habit 
of a benedictine, and the religion of a monk. He 
viſited ſeveral countries, and behaved in them 
I! with ſo little prudence, that, if it had not 
been for the help of my brethren, he had diet 
ignominiouſly on 'a gallows, Having eſcaped 
a public execution, he returned into France, 
Where the protection of an illuſtrious princeſs, 
who values merit wherever ſhe ſees it, at pre- 
ſent ſecures him from all proſecutions. He'haz 
now reſumed his religion, found the ſecret of 
changing his order, of battening at his caſe, and 
even of making his company coveted by per- 
ſons of quality; tho' not one of them is ig- 
norant that he lives with a creature, who has 
been the outcaſt of a number of worthleſs fel- 
tows of his own profeſſion. 

J know the man well As AROT E, anſw2- 
ted I, of whom you are ſpeaking. He has ac- 

& quite. 
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quired ſome reputation by his well-digeſte 
and very amuſing writings. His faults are de- 
teſted, I acknowledge it; but his converſation 
18 admired, for the fake of which all his little 
irregularities are eaſily over-looked, For my 
part, I cannot but think he has ſuffered ſuffi- 
ciently for what he has done, and that 
the perſon who preſerved him from a halter, 
would have rendered him a much more conſide- 
Table ſervice, if he could have ſecured him from 
ever falling again in the ſame unhappy and 
ſcandalous manner. 

It ought by no means to ſurpriſe you that 
he could not, replied my quondam HER MIT. 
Tho' our power be pretty extenſive, yet it is 
not ſufficient to make us the maſters of future 
events, Ever ſince the world has exiſted, there 
Has reigned a perpetual war between you men, 
and the people of iny ſpecies, in which, tho? 
vie are moſt commonly victors, yet are we 
tometimes vanquiſhed. If we could foreſee 


every thing, chevalier, you mortals would al! 


wiſh to be in our condition; whereas there is 
zothing that men now ſo much dread, as a 
tranſition from their ſtate to ours, tho' indeed 
they all act in ſuch a manner, as that wy 
rew of them go any other way. 

But who, faid I, is that effeminate young 
fellow with reddiſh hair, that ſeems to carry 
himſelf ſo haughtily ? "That, anſwers AsTA- 
ROTH, is Don I. B. A. P. VasqQues DE 
HER MILLOSAS, eſq; lord of Herbencour, &c. 
Hold! cried I; what a number of names and 


titles 


Dr,, 
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titles you are giving indeed. Without queſtion 


| he is a true-born Spaniard.— Verily, chevalier, 
not he: but it was in Spain, where he lived 


miſerably for many years, that he aſſumed theſe 
titles, ſpaniolized his name, put the Don be- 


fore it, and took on him the lofty air ſo natu- 


ral to that nation: Paris however is the place 
of his nativity, He is the fon of a woman who 
had wit enough to procure him ſeveral fathers. 
Beſides the commonly reputed one, two gen- 
tlemen of fortune took that honour on them - 
ſelves. The good lady knew how to make 
the moſt of their fooliſh credulity, and found 
means to draw from each of them pretty large 
ſums, part of which ſhe ſpent herſelf, and the 
remainder the ſon is lately come into poſſeſſion 


of, his mother dying very a propos to raiſe him 
from the loweſt degree of poverty. As he has 

been uſed to live by his wits, and is now re- 
ſolved never to pay one of his debts, his de- 

ſign is to travel in the character of a gentleman : 
but I give him only two years to make a figure 
in, after which he will plunge again into great- 
er miſery than that which ſurrounded him be- 
fore his mother's death.. 


Do you ſee that dapper eccleſiaſtic, who is 


going in at the Carmelite's gate? Is it not, ſaid 


IJ, the celebrated preceptor - general of the 
publick? The very man, anſwered my guide; 
the. very individual abbs de FRE, the moit 
intriguing of mankind, and who ſurpaſſes all 
for a ſubtle imagination. He has made fo 
many dupes in his life, that he now paſſes for 
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a magician among thoſe of his own habit. It 
is 2 thouſand pities he is not always ſucceſsful. 
Some time ago he failed in a very maſterly at- 
tempt, .thro” the addreſs of a famous merchant, 
who proved more cunning than-he.. This ce- 
lebrated author;.. in love with certain. notes 
that he had made upon. ſome. antient-. writer, 
and more in love with a coarſe ſatirical dedica- 
tion, that he had prefixed to them, addreſſed to 
tlie. prince of modern poets under a borrowed 
name, found the art of ſetting his work ſo well 
oft. to a very, rich man, that he obtained from 
hin 2. letter of. credit into Holland, whither 
iewas going, to. receive ſuch money there as 
te ſhould want for the beautiſt“ impreſſion of 
this extraordinary book. He was at firſt very 
Well received there, till the merchant, to whom 
he was recommended, having . diſcovered that 
the. abbe's intention was to appropriate to him- 
ſelf the whole edition, and ſend. it privately a- 
broad for his-own advantage, he took ſuch ef- 
feQual meaſures, and put them in execution 
with ſa much prudence, that Monſieur found 
Eimſelf grievouſly out- in his reckoning, at the 
very moment when he thought his ſtratagem 
jnfallib'e.; and thus taught. mankind, at his 
cn expence, how dangerous it is to attemnt 
the circumvention of thoſe who were more ſub- 
ile than themſelves, He has ſince indeed pretty 
will revenged his ill ſucceſs upon a great number. 
<f others ; but. as all his tricks would take up too 
much time in the relation, I chuſe rather. to 
turn 
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turn to ſome of thoſe other perſons who ſtand a- 
round us, 


Obſerve that fine gentleman: there, who ap- 


pears ſo richly dreſſed, He is a riding: maſter | 


of great reputation, whoſe generous ſoul in- 


clines him to ſpend another's fortune as if it 


was his own. The gaiety which you ſee ex- 
panded all over his face, proceeds from his hav- 
ing lately made a conveyance of certain effects 
he was never poſſeſſed of, by which means he has 


got a diſcharge for above a hundred thouſand 
crowns, His wife, who is very rich, but 
would never pay any of his debts, has juſt now 


ſet him upon his legs, Now he is in better 
circumſtances than ever, he begins again to run 


in debt, as knowing he has nothing more to - 


do, when he comes to a freſh pinch, but to de- 


Clare himſelf a ſecond time inſolvent, and make 
a new ceſſion of his goods, That lady, all be- 
plaiſtered with red and white, to whom he ad- 
vances with ſo much reſpect, is a woman of 


pleaſure, ' who will this night ſurrender to his 


deſires for a bill of two thouſand - crowns, 
The tall man whom you ſee at a little diſtance - 
from them, and who ſeems ſo very poor, had 


never been in that miſerable condition, had 


not fortune too rapidly favoured him. Drunk. 


with the overflowing cup, which he has thought 
could never be exhauſted, he gave himſelf up 


to a courſe of luxury which has reduced him to 
the neceſſity of asking alms of thoſe who paſs 
by. Amongſt the many numbers who had 
felt the good effects of his afſſuence, ſcarce does 
| „5 he 
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he find one that now extends to him the cha. 


ritable hand. They fly him like a man infected 
with ſome contagious diſtemper; and good rea- 
ſon have they for ſo doing, becauſe in à nation 
where all men's thoughts are employed about 
pleaſures and good living, there is no vice ſo 
horrible as miſery, there is no evil ſo much to 

be dreaded as want of money. 
ASTAROT H-now ſeemed to. ogle a- great 
great.many other perſons, with whoſe. adven- 
tures doubtleſs he was going te entertain me, 
when I ſuddenly interrupted him, to put him 
in mind of his promiſe. The evening, ſays I, 
comes on apace : 1 am in great want of ſome- 
thing to cat, and not Jeſs impatient to be at the 
totel OEF*, Notwithſtanding my importu- 
pity,. he was very loth. to comply with my re- 
gueit, What a pity is it, fays he, to leave this 
charming walk, juſt at the.time.when it begins 
to be full. of company! What an adven- 
ture could I now relate to you, would you 

but lend me your ear a little! Every thin 
rcund us is exquiſite and charming! Look at 
that lady all covered with diamonds, who paſ- 
ſes along by us: ſhould not you take her for a 
princeſs of the. blood roval? But alas! ſhe is no- 
thing leſs than that. Her husband, from a pe- 
riwig maker, is become a farmer of the exciſe, 
which has made him ſo immenſely rich, that he 
row vies with the firſt men in the kingdom. 
The gentleman at her left, is a perſon of high 
birth, but very ſmall fortune, All .his aim is 
to mend the latter, by re 
| ad 
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tady which is on the other fide, and who is 
the daughter. and only heireſs of the farmer's 
wife. This affair has been + long while in 
his head, and he perfectly doats with ruminat- 


ing on it. Madam, who has a reſpect for him, 
takes the utmoſt pains to diſcover the cauſe of his 
melancholy : but the eavalier has not yet truſted 
the ſecret with any body, except miſs herſelf, 
(who is very. prudent,) and ons chambermaid, 
whom he bribcs beyond his ability, toengage her 
to keep alive the ſacred fire of love in the heart 
of her miſtreſs. Miſs, who has not a bit leſs 
inclination than her mother had at the ſame 
age, is reſolved to tread exactly in her ſteps. In 
a very little while her lover ſhall carry her off, 
at the mother's-expence, and agreeable to her 
advice, who ſhall furniſh. her with what mo- 


ney ſhe. wants, without knowing it is to be 


employed againſt herſelf. But the young gen- 
tleman's fidelity will be of ſhort duration: a 
clandeſtine marriage will utterly ruin him, and 
all who have any hand in it. This affair will 
even become ſo important, that all Europe 
Wall take part in it. 


Let us now turn, and examine that pretty 


young lady who walks towards the parterre, in 


company with a knight of Malta, Sheis a fe- 


male Dutch merchant, immenſely rich. A di- 
minutive little fellow, without a farthing af 
money, found the ſecret of charming her, with 
verſes that he bought upon truſt ; but.not with- 
out a promiſe off pay ing generouſly for them, 
in caſe he ſucceeded, H:s marriage having been 
= | celebrated, 
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celebrated, the mean-ſpirited raſcal; dazzled 
with his wealth, forgot the poet who was au- 
thor both of his verſes and his fortune : but 
the latter, whom no man could ever injure 


without feeling his revenge, found means to 
decoy his debtor to his own houſe, and there, 
with a knife held to his throat, extorted from 


him a bond for the ſum he demanded. The 
new- married man, who had been influenced 
by fear only, was no ſooner out of danger, 
than he commenced a ſuit, and had the poet 
arreſted, Unhappily he was in a country where 


nothing could be done without proof: the 


plaintiff could produce none, and the defendant 
ſet forth his cauſe with ſo much preſence of 


mind, that he came off with triumph, and got 


of the merchant very large expences, beſides 
ſuch conſiderable damages, that he was obliged 
to break, and fly the country. The young 
lady, who repented her having taken a husband 
of ſo little prudence, uſed him with the con- 


tempt he deſerved, and ſupplies her loſs of him 


with the company of that gentleman who is by 
her, and whom ſhe amply furniſhes with all 


the means of luxury. As the husband too ſpends - 


very freely, their ſtock viſibly diminiſhes eve- 
ry day: fo that if death does not prevent them 


in time, they will be reduced to the ſame con- 


dition they were once in. 


But, good lord As TAROT H, faid J again, 
T am in a worſe ſituation than you imagine; 
J am really ſo very weak, that | doubt I 
have not ſtrength enough to go home to my 
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8wn- lodging, Well, anſwered he, 
let us go into the firſt public-houſe we come 
to then,, and never mind the expence we ran 
to, . becauſe we know how to make it up by- 
and-bye. He had no ſooner done ſpeaking, 


but we went towards the gate, juſt by which 


we entered into a famous houſe of entertainment, 
where we called about us like perſons of great 


importance. I had lived fo very in: differently 


for ſome time paſs'd, and. all they brought up- 
on table was. fo well dreſſed, that I could nat 


ſatisfy my appetite. AsTAROTH ſtared at 


me with admiration, What a pity is it, ſaid he, 
that we are obliged to I:ave this place What 


can we do, anſwered I? When one has no cer- 
tain income, one muſt reſolve to get a living 


in any way whatſoever. Let us go then, ſince 


fortune calls us, and neglect nothing that may 


render her propitious to our wiſhes. 

This ſhort heroic ſally was occaſioned by the 
exquiſite meats and rich wines, which we had 
not ſpared in the leaſt. As we had hired. a 
coach for all the evening, we were very ſoon 
at the hotel OE**, where As r ARO E played 
with ſo much. ſucceſs, that when the gameſters 


broke up, we found ourſelves near a hundred 


Louis's in pocket. This was a very conſiderable 
ſum for a trial; and the bankers, who thought 
they knew what they were about, ſeemed ſur- 
prized at it. Perhaps they ſuſpected my faith- 
ful As TAROT EH to be a dealer in the black 
art: but, however that might be, they earneſtly 
begged of him never to ſet foot within their li- 

berties 
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berties again, and marked him out to the Swiſs, 
who kept the door, as a very dangerous member 
to their academy, When we came to my lodg- 
ings, I was going to enter into diſcourſe with 
him about what had paſſed ; but the Demon 
ſtopped me, What, ſaid he, do you think I have 
nothing elſe to do every night, but to employ 
myſelf in this manner? You are ignorant, che- 
valier, what a dangerous place that gaming ta- 
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ble is to me, and how I have expoſed my ſelf to 
ferve you. Above three parts in four of the 


men who compoſe that numerous aſſembly, are 


inhabited by ſpirits of my ſpecies, I was in the 
utmoſt danger of being diſcovered, and there- 
fore I puſhed my fortune all at once, Have 

ou not enough to ſatisfy your preſent defires ? 
A there not left in your power another confide- 
rable reſource? Why do you not diſpoſe of your 
jewels ?—Of my jewels! cried I, with ſurpriſe. 
Did not I inform you in what manner I was 
tricked of them by the Marquis Damoirs1? 
that what I now have in my hands are unſale- 
able ? and what dangers I was expoſed to after 
having ſold them to a jeweller ? All that fignifies 
nothing, replied my quondam HERMIT. It 
was your own fault that you ran any hazard at 
all. If you had quitted the city in time, the jew- 

eller muſt have put up with his loſs, and you 
would have had no room to complain of the 


Marquis. But a propos to that ſharper ; Do you 


know that he was arreſted yeſterday for debt, 
while we were walking together? The _ 
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ceſs, who found in him at frſt a pleating lover, 


has lately expelled him her bank, and will no 
longer bear the mention of his name. It is 


lucky for him that his chymiſtiy, which is 


the ſcience he profeſſes, has acquired him the 
protection of the chief prince of our empire. It 
will be thro” this reſource that he ſhall regain his 
liberty; but ſo far from being able to ſupport 
the figure he has hitherto made, he ſhall leave 
his priſon only to become a fugitive among the 
antient Batavians, where his tricks being un- 
known, his chymical skill may get bim a 


living. I intend to conduct you into the ſame 


country, this we are in not being ſufficiently 
ſafe for my poor particular, becauſe it is peſte- 
red with more devils errant than any other 
land in the univerſe. 


— * 


CHAP. VII. 


Idea of the Author, By the Advice of As- 


TAROTH he deceives his counterfeit 
Friend, ſells his falſe Fewels for good 
ones, and ſets out for Holland, A De- 
ſcription of that Country, 


A Y ſtrong paſſion for travel has always 
made me receive with a fort of tranſport 
every propoſition that had any tendency that 
way. ASTAROTH ſpoke to me of a coun. 
try 
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try which I knew by reading only; I was 
overjoyed to think of viſiting it myſelf, and 
only asked of him a few days delay to ſatisfy 
my vanity. Though my ſtock was not very 
conſiderable, and amounted to no more than ten 
thouſand franks, I yet ventures to hire a very 
ſplendid equipage,and took into my ſerviceas ma- 


ny domeſticks as if I had had a hundred thouſand 


franks per annum to expend, This pompous | 


appearance very ſoon produced the deſired ef- 
fect I wiſhed for: my friends, that had been 
eclipſed to me, became viſible again in an in- 
Rant, and I was propoſing to give myſelf the 
ſatisfaction of reproaching their ingratitude and 
inconſtancy, when As ARO H prevented me 
by a piece of advice worthy of himſelf. 


All theſe fellows that make their court to 


you, ſaid he, are no better than ſo many down- 
right thieves, whoſe only aim is at your pocs 
ket. You have experienced how. much you have 
been hurt by your generofity towards them, 
and therefore ought now to look upon them as 
your debtors, and to find means to pay yourſelf 
with intereſt all the long ſums they owe you. 
It is a very common thing among them to: of- 
fer to thoſe they imagine bave no need of it: 
you muſt pretend therefore that you have a 
mind to try them, and borrow of them all you 
can, without any other engagement than your 
word for repaying them again in a few days. 
ASTAROTH had too much dominion over 
my mind not to make all the impreſſion there 

| me 
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as | he deſired: I came readily into his project, ana i 


1d promiſed to put it in execution; and as 1 had | 
fy him continually for my counſellor, I acquitted [i 
ry {| myſelf with fo much addreſs, that in leſs than 1 
n a month redoubled my capital, without includ- 1 
7 ing my expences, which ran very high. This ſtep l 
1— being taken, I made no ſcruple of cheating an | 
id {| honeſt uſurer, who lent me twenty five thouſand 
1s livres upon my counterfeit jewels, which he took 
— for real ones. We then ſet out immediately for 
n {| Batavia, without loſing any more time, and were 
both extremely well ſatisfied; I, that I had 
e {| duped my relations, and all my friends and ac- 
d quaintance,with ſo much art ;andAsSTAROTH,. 
Ce for the good ſucceſs of his diabolical counſels. 
To prevent my being diſcovered by any one, 
0 | I had the precaution to diſcharge all my do- 
5 meſticks, My unfrocked HERMIT Would 
* not even permit me to take any others, 
e | offering to wait upon me himſelf on the road, 
5 and in all the towns where we made any ſtay. 
8 In this condition we advanced by large ſtages, 
£ and the ſecond day we alighted on a high tower, 
. on the borders of the country we were bound 
8 for. The prudent As TAROT E had furniſhed 
: Himſelf with an excellent telleſcope, which he 
a Role ſomewhere unknown to me, Here, ſays 
1 he, putting it into my hand, is ſomewhat to 
7 amuſe you with, Take a view of all the places 
. that are within the reach of this glaſs, and give 
r me your opinion of them, I perceive, ſaid 
- I, after having looked through it, a very- fine 


lerel country, all the lands of which are culti. 
* | vated 
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vated with a care that ſeems to produce an 
abundance. So many beautiful and large cities, 
which look as if they touched each other, the 
ſtately houſes that compoſe them, the vaſt and 
magnificent edifices with which they are adorn- 
ed, all theſe give me the idea of a happy and 
benevolent people, who have enriched themſelves 
by labour, and who now gather in peace the 
fruits of all their toils. Such a country, in my 
opinion, deſerves our utmoſt attention; and 
I am very much inclined to make ſome ſtay 
there, before we proceed, Never think of any 
ſuch thing, replied my quondam HEeRMIT; 
be ſatisfied with what you have already ſeen, 
which is all indeed worth ſeeing. The country 
is in fact what it appears, extenſive, fertile, a- 
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bounding with all things neceſſary for the pre- 


ſervation of mortals, and filled with fine 
Cities at a ſmall diſtance from each other ; but 
theſe cities, formerly ſo flouriſhing, are become 


defart, through the bad policy of thoſe who 


have been entruſted with the government of 
them. All the men of fortune, who had it 
in their power to make money circulate, have 


abandoned theſe parts, and there is now little 


to be ſeen in the country but juſt the tillage of 


the earth. Thoſe who live in the cities ſpend - 


their days in Juxurious indolence, which not 
only makes them uſeleſs to ſociety, but fo ve- 
ry proud withal as to think themſelves ſuperior 
to the reſt of mankind. This ſovereign con- 
tempt which they have for all ſtrangers, and 
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very high opinion of themſelves, have made all 
commerce with them inſupportabie, 

But turn your tell:ſcope towards the north, 
and behold a ſpectacle worthy of your curioſity, 
I did fo, and, deceived by the weakneſs of my 
ſight, cried out with aſtoniſhment, what do I 
ſce there | Oh fatal deſolation ! A city larger 
than all I have ever ſeen, ſwallowed up by the 
waves! What immenſe riches are there ſunk to 
the bottom ! How many miſerable mortals have 
paid dearly for their raſhneſs, in venturing to 
inhabit ſach a country as this |\—Did I not tell 
you, interrupted ASTAPOTH, that I would 
ſhow you ſomething worthy of your curioſity ? 
But what augments the bez: auty of the proſpect 
is this, that all you behold is nothing leſs real 
than what you imagine it to be. That city, 
which ſee ms ſo enormouſly large, is only a col- 
lection of many cities o_ "ſand: near one 
other, and which their vicinity, through the 
optic glafs, makes you cake: =o one continued 
ſeries of building. The country, by its low fi- 
tuation, in many places lower than the ſurface 
of the water, looks at a diſtance as if it was 
drowned ; yet it is in fact very far from being 
ſo, Before night comes I will carry you into 


this country, and give you ſome idea of the 


people who inhabit it. I have only one re— 
mark to make before we proceed on our jour- 
ney, Direct your eye along the large ſtreet 
there, which faces this tower, Obſerve the 
great number of foreigners that are haſtening 
towards the poſt office, He in the middle, 
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whoſe garments glitter with gold, is a marquis 
Who has lately had the addreſs to make himſelf 
_ maſter of near a million, which he is now go- 


ing to ſecure in a privileged city, very com- 


modious for thoſe whom we devils protect. By 
only paying a very moderate fine, a public 
cheat may make a figure there at the ex- 
pence of thoſe he has duped through their cre- 
dulity, There are two of theſe privileged 
Cities in the country we are juſt ready to enter. 
The diverting hiſtories they furniſh us with 


are ſo very numerous, that I could have where 


withal to entertain you with them as long as 
you had the patience to hear me : but there are 
many things to be previouſly conſidered, and 
we have at preſent no time to loſe, 


My infernal guide had. no ſooner finiſhed 


theſe words, but he took me up like a pack 


upon his ſhoulders, and cleft the air with ſuch 
velocity, that in leſs than two minutes he ſat 
me down in a large city, which he told me 
was the capital of ſeveral provinces, now united. 
into one community, The prodigious hurry 
that ſeemed to reign throughout this flouriſhing 
city was to me the more ſurpriſing, as I had 


been taught, by the account of cravellers, to 


look upon the natives of the whole country 
in no better light than the camels of Aſia.— For- 
fake, ſaid ASTAROT H, that error of yours ; 


we are now in that little ipot of the globe, 


where induſtry is employed to the greateſt 
advantage, Its inhabitants, a fort of amphi- 
bious people, are as much in their element by 
{ca 
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ſea as 35 land. They regard no hazard where 
they have a proſpect of getting riches, or of 
improving thoſe they already enjoy. Every | 
thing here is in motion; people of the higheſt, 

as well as of the loweſt rank, are all equally ad. 
dicted to labour: even the ęreateſt part of the 
women are capable of carrying on large negocia- 
tions. Do you not perceive, in every indivi- 
dual of both ſexes, an almoſt incredible acti- 
vity? Look at that building, on the back fide 
of which is a repreſentation of tne divinity that 


- preſides there. It is the moſt frequented of all 


their temples ; the place where they moſt regu- 
larly aſſemble, and where they aſſiſt with the 
greateſt devotion, There are none of your 
men in black to be ever ſeen, who receive 
wages to teach people their duty: : the divinity 
itſelf is their inſtructor, and th y truſt their 
own ſalvation entirely in their own hands. 
Every one acts according as he feels himſelf in- 
ſpired. Let us enter into the ſanctuary, and, 

it poſſible, make our way acroſs this in numera ble 
multitude of devotees, They are all fo. very 
buſy that they will take no notice of us, Ob- 
ſerve in what manner they behave, Job as the 
love of intereſt animates all their actions. No- 


thing is capable of diverting them from this: 


grand point. | 

But ASTAROTH, cried I, methinks the 
zeal of theſe fanaticks is like to coſt me dear, 
unleſs you deliver me out of their hands, I 


feel myſelf clhowed on every fide, and during: 
the moment I have been here, am. almoſt 
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ſqueezed to death, I ſeem as if I was in the 
midſt of a mob of demoniacks, and I much 
queſtion whether a mortal can ſuffer more in 
the place you are baniſhed from. Let us fly 
then, anſwered my guide, with all my heart; 
for really I am fick of being among people who. 
are more turbulent than myſelf, We will 
take a turn in the chief parts of the city, 
where every thing looks with a ſmiling aſpect. 
Obſerve thoſe avenues, thoſe canals, thoſe cu- 
rious buildings, and that univerſal propriety of 
all: theſe are entirely but ſo many fruits of the 
people's induſtry, This has carried them ſo 
far, that they may be ſaid to have made an in- 
chanted country of a place that was uninhabita- 
ble. They have even done more, Chevalier, 
Weary of the yeke under which they lived, 
and which grew every day more inſupportable, 
they found the fecret, contrary to all human: 
probability, to hake it off their ſhoulders, and 
aroſe to the highef degree of power, by means 
which ſeemed. inevitably to threaten their de- 
ſtruction, But the perſons who undertook, and” 
accompliſhed ſuch great actions, were not the 
very individual men you now ſee. The glory 
of ſuch exploits is due only to a ſimple race of 
people, a people conſtant in their purpoſes, with- 
out luxury, enured to live on little, and to- 
bear fatigues. They were the anceſtors of a. 
ſmall part of thoſe who now inhabit the coun- 
try, But things are very much. changed here 
within half a century paſt, The equitable laws 
introduced * the government, having drawn 
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hither an infinite number of foreigners, luxury 
has likewiſe been brought in with them, and, 
thanks to our infernal ſovereign, vice has now 
the predominancy here over virtue. Not but 
that there are ſtill many men in the country truly 
great; but virtue being no longer honoured 
here, any more than in moſt other parts of the 
world, their merit ſhines with no luſtre, and 
is difficult to be diſcovered, | 


6 


H VI 


Sequel of the preceding: Converſations of the 


Author with ASTAROTH, concerning 
ſeveral perſons, whom they meet by chance. 
They paſs thro* divers cities, AST A- 
ROTH 7s forced to take his flight into. a- 
nother country.. | 


18 E beauty of the place T was in, could 

not for ſome time ſatiate my eyes. How- 
ever, as one grows weary by degrees of looking 
always on the ſame objects, ASTAROTH, who 
diſcovered my ſentiments, informed me that I 
had ſeen every thing, for that there was no o- 
ther difference among the cities but in their 
magnitude. What remains for me to give you 
an idea, of ſaid he, and which will appear 


do you ſurpriſing, is the indolence of theſe very 


people, 
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. af 
| ple, who at firſt ſight appeared to you fo ac-- = 
tte. One would be apt to think, by going || 1 
4 to viſit them at different times, that they had 1 
two ſouls, one of which was deſigned to mo- 2 
derate the turbulence of the other. You have: 5 
: ti 

ſeen the men in the place of their daily devo- 
tions: let us now enter the circles of their aſ- 5 


ſemblies. Obſerve thoſe two merchants WO 
accoſt one another upon the bridge there, By a 
the coldneſs with which they receive each other, 
would not you imagine that they were utter 
ſtrangers, and that this is their firſt interview? 
All this while they are own brothers, who love 
one another ſincerely, and mutually pay their 
viſits every day, They are both invited into a 
circle of ladies, where they will paſs away their | 
irkſome moments with incredible pleaſur2, ; 
Let us follow them without being ſeen, We 
ar now in the hall, where you obſerve there. 
are yet but few people. She who preſides as 
miſtreſs of the place, is a countrywoman of 
yours by birth; but having been educated here, | 
ſhe has acquired that infolent and forma! gravity 
with which ſhe ſalutes all that come to her aſ- 
ſembly. But look at thoſe four nymphs who 
are now coming up the ſteps. One would take 
them by their dreſs and manner to be actreſies. 
Obſerve how all the gentlemen range them- 
felves around their perſons. Their beauty and 
lofty carriage enable them every day to make 
new conqueſts : yet the eldeit of the four is 
now far. adzanced in her eighth luſtre, The 
&cond follows loſely at her heels; and 1 | 
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of them all has found the ſecret to fix one admi- 
rer. Their too haughty behaviour, even towards 
their equals, has drawn down on them a great 
number of enemies, who ſpare no pains to 


expoſe their faults, and ſully their reputa- 
tion. | 


See. there comes up a freſh company. Re- 
mark that beauty richly clad, whom love has 
reduced to a very wan complection, The gen- 
tleman who leads her is one of her brothers, 
and he to whom the father has entruſted- the 
care of her conduct. The ſprightly young pul- 
let, who enjoys an elegant taſte, has ſuffered 
herſelf to be charmed by the eloquence of a 
handſome young fellow, who wants neither 
learning nor merit, This modiſh lover is very 
aſſiduous in purſuit of his miſtreſs, though he 
pants after her wealth more than her perſon - 
but the father of the fair, whoſe good for- 
tune has made him forget his original, does 
not think fit to approve of this match. VV ime 
out compaſſion he rigidly withſtands the deſires 
of his daughter, and by his invincible obſti- 
nacy makes her live a martyr to her paſſion, 
Vet all his precautions cannot hinder theſe ten- 
der lovers from holding a very ſtrict correſpon- 
dence together. There are ſome good ſouls 
who charitably lend an ear to their love, and 
' ſerve them with great zeal, They ſee one a- 
nother, they have an intercourſe by letters; 
and the difficulties ſhe meets with, far from 
diſcouraging the fair, do but help to heighten 
her flame, It is not, I muſt own, quite the 
N ſame 
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ſame with the young man: perſuaded that he 


is altogether as good as his miſtreſs, and that 


his birth and merit make ſufficient amends for 
his want of riches, the contemptuous carriage 


of his future father-in-law begins already to 


make him cool, and he is in doubt whether to 


proceed or retire. Ere long he will abandon 
this fortune for an amiable young lady, who has 
more beauty, tho? leſs wealth, and whoſe ſa- 
mily 1s more honourable and leſs haughty. 
What! more new faces? cried I, ſeeing two 
beauties enter of an extraordinary figure, whoſe 
Skin neither white, nor black, nor red, was of a 
colour that cannot be defined. Do they come to 
ſerve as foils to thoſe lovely creatures they are 
placed by ?— You are very right, replied As- 
TAROTH:: it is purely an effect of malice that 


they are placed where you ſee them. They 
are countrymen of yours. They had for 
ſome years lived in their own province in 
very indifferent circumſtances, when one of 


their neareſt relations, who had heaped toge- 
ther a great deal of wealth under the protection 
of a rich uncle, had the generoſity to ſend for 
them hither, and to put them into the plight 


which they now appear in. Like all other per- 


ſons who are deſtitute of education, the change 
of their condition has almoſt turned their brains, 


Their behaviour is fo very haughty, that they 15 


are grown inſupportable to all about them. 
Not a ſoul in the world loves them, and they 


are admitted into ſome publick aſſemblies, mere- 


ly out of regard to their relations. 
Now 
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Now they bring in the hot water for the 


Jadies, and pipes for the gentlemen. This ſcene 


deſerves your attention. The order the ladies 


are ranged in round the table, is worthy to be 


admired, while the gentlemen ſtand behind 
them, and blow the ſmoke into their faces with 
a comic gravity, What is the meaning of this 
profound ſilence ? ſaid I to ASTAROTH : Are 
they going to celebrate ſome myftery ?—Not 
in the leaſt, anſwered] he; they are ſilent for 
no other reaſon but becauſe they have nothing 
to ſay, But this filence will not be of long 
duration. That ſuperannuated beauty, who 
is the miſtreſs of the houſe, is terribly enraged 
with her ſervants, and is going to open the con- 
verſation with moſt bitter complaints; after 


which every one will pity her without Know- 


ing what ſhe has ſaid, ere come the cards, 
and the tables are ready for the players : they will 
be all fixed till nine o'clock at night ; ſo let us 
retire, to avoid the irkſome task of being obliged 


to keep them company, 


Have you any curioſity, faid he, as we came 


out of this place, to ſee ſome of the aſſemblies 


of men? You muſt firſt inform me, replied I, 


whether they are any better worth ſceing than 


the aſſembly we have been in ; for till then 
I can give you no direct anſwer.—T can afſure 
you, ſaid he, that they are much worſe. You 
will fee nothing there, -properly ſpeaking, but 
a parcel of joint ſtools, with creatures fitting 


on them, ſome at play, others ſmoaking, o- 


thers drinking, others quarrelling together, or 


calumniating | 


| 
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calumniating the abſent, or arguing without 
a grain of common ſenſe. I know enough 
of theſe matters, faid I, already, not to expoſe 
myſelf to the mortification of being an ocular 
witneſs of ſuch ſtupidities. A walk will be 
much more agreeable and amuling : let us take 
a turn this way, I ſee a fallow complexion 
coming towards us at a diſtance, and would 
gladly know who it is. The penſive air of 
the man denotes him full of projects. Whi- 
ther is he running in ſuch a monſtrous hurry ? 
He is running, anſwered As TAROT H, to an 
auction juſt by, in order to buy cheap what he 
will fell afterwards at an exorbitant price. 
That fellow would ſacrifice father and mother 
for a ſingle ducat, Intriguing to the laſt de- 
gree, he knows how to make ſomewhat of 
every thing. As he is but a bad muſician, he 
tries every means to make amends for this want 
of skill in his calling. He is become a broker, 
a uſurer, a ſharping gameſter, and has a thou- 
ſand other different trades, ailociated with a 
woman as crafty as himſelf, both their aims 
are directed to the ſame end, He has found 
the ſecret however to get five hundred ducats 
out of this woman, who has made him give 
her a bond for it, with which ſhe keeps him 
in awe. Being thus obliged to treat her with 
reſpect, he ſlaviſhly ſubmits to all ſhe requires 
of him. It is not long ago that the old hag, 
having determined to arreſt a man who owed 
her money, made our muſician ſubmit to the 
mean employment of a ſetter, By her * 
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he went to the man that was to be enſnared, 
and learned from him the preciſe time in which 
he intended to go abroad. He was not in the leaſt 
ſuſpected, and therefore executed his com- 
miſſion with eaſe and addreſs, ſecuring their 
prey to the bailiffs, who were in purſuit of 
him. — Such a man as this, faid I, without 
queſtion, is doomed for an inhabitant of one of 
the moſt gloomy regions in all Tartarus. — Po 
not deceive yourſelf, Chevalier, replied As- 


TAROT H; but believe that the actions of 


mortals are weighed in our empire with the moſt 
ſcrupulous equity. Every one there is treated 
according to his deſerts, and ſuch a man as that, 
whofe picture I have now given a sketch of, 
wilt undoubtedly be employed to torment the 
fouls of others, We hate him as much there, 


Ef you do here, and his fate will be to continue 


buſy and miſerable, without intermiſſion. 
Let us turn our eyes from ſuch an object. 
I fee a little deformed man, whoſe character 
F want to make you acquainted with, Do 
you not perceive ſome reſerablince between his 
perſon and mine? There is yet more affinity 
between our characters. He is a ſerpent in 
human form, whoſ: venemous tongue ſpares 


no mortal. It is true indeed that he is grown 


fomewhat more diſcreet of late, ſince a certain 


adventure that happened to him, and which 


ne will never forget as long as he lives, He 
Was on a journey, in purfuit of his own mer- 


cantile aff.irs, vehen coming one day to an 


2. inn. 
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inn, where the converſation of the company 
turned upon the genius of differ ent nations, he || 
took it in his head to ſpeak of the Swiſs in 
the moſt injurious terms. A Griſon officer, 
who ſat at the ſame table with him, had the 
patience to hear him for above two hours, with- 
out making a word of anſwer. It was now 
late at night: the con pany ſeparated, and our 
little man, entirely ſatisfied with his own elo- 
quence, went to bed as well as the reſt. Far 
from thinking he had brought an enemy upon 
his back, he was ſleeping with great tranquility, 
when juſt at day-break, he was awaked by 
certain taps at his chamber door. He got up, 
and opened it: but how great was Eis ſurpriſe, 
to ſee the officer ſtanding without, who told 
him very politely, and in extreme good 
French, that he looked upon him to be a gen- 
tleman, and that he was come, as a member | 
of the Swilss republick, to demand fatistac- 
tion for the extravagant words which he had 
uttered the evening before, againit the whole 
body of his nation ? In vain did the merchant 
make uſe of all his eloquence to get himſelt 
out of this ſcrape: the officer would liſten to 
no other ſort of reparation, but that which 
he demanded as a gentleman. Neither prayers 
nor tears, tho' vented on his knees, could 
abate the juſt anger of this military patriot ; 
who ſtil] perſiſted in his firſt demand, till at laſt, 
longer any having no other room to doubt that 
he had to deal with the moſt cowardly of man- 


Kind, he ſaw he had no remedy but the chaſ- 
tiſement 
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tiſement of the cane, which he inflicted with the 
oreateſt ſeverity. The vigorous application of 
this inſtrument of revenge, made the other 
cry out in a very pleaſant manner. All the 
gueſts that lodged that night in the ſame inn, 
wakened by the ſhrill found of his voice, came 
running to the place, and arrived time enough 
to be witneſſes of the diverting ſpecta- 
cle, tha puniſhment which his laſt night's im- 
pertinence had brought on him. Pity at laſt 
relieved him out of the hands of the enemy, 
and he thought himſelf happy in getting ſo 
well oft, without pretending to any retaliation, 


The ſhame of ſucha cudgelling, prevented his 


doing any more buſineſs in this country, and 
he took the prudent {tep to quit it without de- 
lay. He rode poſt home, perſuaded that tlie 
adventure could not have blown thither before 
his arrival, and that then he might conteſt the 
truth of it when it came to be reported, Full 
of this thought, ſcarce had he been an hour 
come to town, but he made his appearance 


at a coffce- houſe, the moſt frequented of any 


in this country. Without obſerving that every 


one was ſurpriſed at his entrance, and more 


ſo at his gay and tranquil} air; What news 
have you, gentlemen ? ſaid he; addreſſing him- 
ſelf to ſeveral perſons that he had juſt pat ed 
his reſpects to. Here is the gazetie, Sir, an- 
ſwered one of the company; take it and read. 
In the article from Frankfort, you will find 
a piece of news that a little concerns vourſclf, 


In a word, the ſtory was there admirably well 
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told, with all its circumſtances. There waz 
nothing more wanting to ftrike him with con- 
fulton, He remained dumb and motionleſs » 
and having, in this manner, ſuſtain'd the laugh- 
ter of the whole company a full quarter of an hour, 
he retired with the utmoſt diſorder, and at 
the very brink of diſtraction. Since this time, 
tho! his real character be the ſame, it is ob- 
ſerved that he takes more care whom he ſpeaks 
before, as well as what he lays. Bow many 
men are there, who might reccive great gocd 
from ſuch a wholſome correction. 

Look at that man who now ſalutes him: 
you may call him the ſecond tome of the ſame 
book. As he had bis education under a woman, 
his chief occupation is calumny, and he has 
been uſed from his infancy to ſpeak ill of all 
mankind, as well thoſe whom he knows, as 
thoſe he does not know. Some days ago, be- 
ing at the play, he pointed out a young lady 

with his finger, and amuſed himſelf with a 
friend who was very much like him, at her 
EXFENCES. Unhappily he was overheard by a 
gentleman who hed a love for the lady, and 
Pad withal no taſte of raillery, He made our 
laugher ccme to him between the ſeats of the 
theatre, under pretence of having ſomething 
of importance to whiſper in his ear, The 
compliment he made him was juſt the ſame 
as the Swiſs officer had made in Germany; and 
it was received in much the ſame manner, wich 
very mean excuſes. But his enemy preſently 
left all paticnce, and attacked him fercely with 
tandy- cuffs in the ſace, till he laid him ſprawling 

at 
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at his feet, and fo diverted the whole audience 
with a very tragi-comical ſcene, 

But what, ſaid I, became of the young man 
after ſuch an affront? Did he leave the city ; 
or was the honour of the other repaired by ſome 
ſatisfaction proportionable to the inſult ? Neither 


. one nor the other, Sir, replied ASTAROTH 3 
the matter paſled off in ſilence with regard 


to him ; only ſome perſons, who had no concern 


in the affair, made themſelves merry with it a 


long time after, at the expence of the poor 
ſufferer. It has been ſaid however. fince, that. 
this correction was not ſufficient to ſuppreſs the 
venom of his tongue ; for that having ſucked in 
flander with his milk, his malady was become 


incurable. If we had time to traverſe the whole 


city, and examine every individual, with whoſe 
character I could entertain you, it would find 


us a good deal of employment, Remark' tnat 


chariot which is driven on a full tret, and 
comes along by the fide of us. The nvmph 
within it is a good-natured beauty, who has 
given up her honour, with very little diſcretion, 
to the gentleman who fits by her, He is go- 
ing into a country he is acquainted with, where 
ſhe will very ſoon be relieved from a periodical 
tympany, that begins to make ſome noiſe in 
the city. Six weeks abſence will make her a 
thorough virgin again, when ſhe wil} return 
to her lodging with as much innocent confidence 
as the moſt chaſte veſtal in the world could be 


miſtreſs of, Very few perſons however will be de- 


ceived by this deportment : a jealous old maid has 
L. 3 diicovered 
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diſcovered the fecret, and deals it about 2 
all her neighbours: the affair will ſoon becom, | 
public; but miſs, who has a good deal of wit 
will laugh it off, and go on in her old way. 
Let us ſtand on one ſide, and make room for 
that coach, The perſon it carries is an officer 
of diſtinction, who is haſtening to diſhonour 
himſelf for ever, by a proceeding that will be 
altogether as prejudicial to him as inconſiderate. 
Diſtracted at the infidelity of a very rich wife, 
whom he married only for her fortune, he gives 
himſelf up entirely to his paſſion, and is reſolved 
to expoſe hjggdiſgrace to the eye of the public, 
Let us ſollo im with all ſpeed: and ſee! we 
are come to the end of our journey, The Ma- 
giſtrates are here within, and the lady ſtands 
accuſed of heſtowing part of her favours on one 
of her footmen, Now they enter her chamber, 
and have ſufficient evidence of the crime : but 
madam, you hear, brazens it out. Pleaſed that 
her raſcally lover has found means to eſcape, 
ſhe knows, that for her own part, a few months 
impriſonment is the worſt they can inflict on 
her. Thus all the diſhonour' will fall on her 
busband, who will have time to repent at leiſure 
the imprudent ſtep he now takes in ſuch a 
hurry. 
As r ARO TE, ſaid I, you ſpeak of this af- 
fair in a mighty ludicrous manner. What, 
becauſe an honeſt man has the misfortune to 
marry a debauched woman, is he to be diſ- 
graced for the ill conduct of his wife? Does 
equity countenance ſuch a ſenſeleſs _— 2 
this? 
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this? - What can equity do ? anſwered my quon- 


dam HERMIT. It is an eftabliſhed rule in 


moſt countries of the world ; and which neither 


juſtice nor reaſon has force enough to aboliſh, 
There is only one way of avoiding a diſgrace 
of this nature, and that your country-men are 
the only people who know, or at leaſt who 
practiſe. They have eyes and fee not, or pre- 
tend however not to ſee, and thus prevent the 
publication of their diſgrace by never complain- 


Ing of their misfortune. 


Take a view of that rich burgher, who is 


member of an aſſembly that waSnſtituted with 


the higheſt wiſdom ; but, thanks to my diabo- 


lical brethren, he is now entirely fallen from all 
that once made him the object of reſpect. Not 
many years ago he got his bread by his hammer; 
ſince when, having found an opportunity to 
get into the mercantile way, fortune has fa- 
voured him in ſuch a manner, that he is become 


done of the richeſt men in the whole republic. 


His felicity, I muſt own, has not been uninter- 
rupted. His wife, a coquet of the firſt rate, 
has made him ſwallow many a bitter pill ; but 
He, like a prudent man, always took the moſt 


| probable meaſures for hiding his misfortune 


from the eyes of the world. He had even ſuc- 
ceeded, if his wife, more crafty than himſelf, 


had not feigned a dreadful cholick, juſt at the 


very moment when they were to ſet out on a 
long country journey. The fatal ſiſters, ſince 
that, have cut the thread of her debauche- 


_ ries, and her wealthy widower lives perfectly 


at 


a venerable- 
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at eaſe, and reſpected by all thoſe who pay their 
worſhip to fortune, 

But tell me, ſaid TI, what is this body of 
people, of which I now make one mylſelf ?— 
This, anſwered As TAROT E, is called a very 
wiſeaſſembly,tho'moſt of the members of it have 
neither wit nor judgment, but are blinded by 
their paſſions, and act only with a view to their 
-intereſt, or from caprice, or ſometimes agree- 
ably to the ſolicitation of their wives. He who 
preſides among them is uſually a very venerable 
man, but one who is reſpected only in appear- 
ance, and nogfarther attended to than his opi- 
nions are conformable to thoſe of the ignorant 
wretches he is obliged to propoſe them to, who 
even acted as if they vied with each other who 
ſhould thwart him the moſt: ſo much does 
pride predominate in this auguit body, For the 
moſt part, indeed, it is compoſed of men who 
underſtand commerce, but whoſe knowledge 
leads them no farther. As they know 
the whole knot of them to be choſen only out 
of regard to their fortune, they think of no- 
thing but aggrandizing themſelves, without tak- 
ing any trouble to acquire thoſe qualities that 

are requiſite, in order to fill up with dignity the 
function of their high officer, which requires 
great capacity and penetration. 

My dear ASTAROTH, faid I, will you 
pleaſe to let me have a view of ſome of theſe 
aſſemblies. I ſhould take a delight in hearing 
ſome caſes of conſcience decided by men who 
know nothing more than the current value of 
foreign coin, Their ſentiments, I imagine, 

| muſt 
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muſt vary, like the public ſtocks among broker. 
— W hat you defire, ſaid As r ARO T EH, is in- 
deed a very humourous piece of diverſion; but I 
reſerve it for another opportunity. At oreſent 
we have not a minute to loſe, becauſe it is high 
time we were at the moſt famous place of the 
whole country. I would have you preſent at 
the funeral ſolemnity of one of the moſt amia- 
ble ſubjects that has for a long time arrived in 
our empire. I made him no reply, but followed 
him with all expedition, and we made ſuch 
haſte as to be at our journey's end time enough 
to ſatisfy our curioſity. 

The firſt thing my Devil did, was to lead 
me into a houfe ſo infected, that the ve ry ſmell 
ſtruck me down on the floor, Even AsT A- 
ROTH, for hispart, little delicate as he was, 
owned himſelf unable to bear the ſtench. This 
houſe held the dead carcaſe of the perſon who 
had brought us hither. Whoever the ſubject 
be, cried I, T had much rather leave my cu- 
rioſity ungratified, than run the riſque of getting 
any contagious diſtemper. — This infection, 
anſwered ASTAROT H, proceeds only from 
their having, by direction from a Jew, opened the 
corpſe to embalm it. Tho? the wretch was rotting 
to pieces even before the departure of her ſoul, the 
perſon who now takes ſo much care of her fune⸗ 
ral doated on her. Let us go to this houſe, which 
is juſt by, and I will conduct you quite to 
his own apartment, Would you not think, 
by the grief you fee him in, that his loſs was 
irreparable ? Yet all this lamentation is only 

| for 
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for a paultry actreſs, who play'd her part indeed 
effectually with him, abridged him of his do- 
meſtic ks at pleaſure, and ſold him her favours 
only for ready money, Now he is deprived of 
her, his riches ſeem to be a burthen to him, 


and his life, for the future, will be one con- 


tinued ſcene of uneaſineſs. All his enjoyments 
are utterly blaſted, and he permits nobody to 
ſee him but flatterers, who have the complaifance 
to bewail his misfortunes, and dwell on the virtues 
of his laſcivious miſtreſs, See that old man that 
comes in this moment: he is the moſt cel-- 


brated poet of your nation, and has been enticed 


hither by the bounties of our wealthy mourner. 


His buſineſs is to pay the compliment of condo- 


lance, which he accompanies with an elegy, that, 


tho” it be very languid and jejune, and much 


below his other writings, will be better paid 
for than his beſt pieces. He who follows him 
is a muſician no Jeſs famous, who comes to raiſe 
contribution on the Iſraelite, for the preſent 
of a Madrigal, that he has got writ for him, 
and to which he himſelf has compoſed. an air. 
As this little piece is extremely ſuitable to the 
circumſtances the Jew is now in, he is not 
aſhamed to ſet a price on it himſelf, and will 
really get the whole ſum he demands, 

But who is he that comes in with ſo gay an air, 
that one would be apt to think his only buſineſs 
was to inſult the afffiction of the good-natured 
Ifraelite ? That, faid As T ARO T E, is another 
poet, a man of great reputation, but of ſs 


frank and open a deportment, that he cannot 
diſſemble. 
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diſſemble. He could not ſubmit to make any 
advantage of this opportunity, and his natural 
politeneſs is the only motive of his coming hi- 
ther, where he will receive nothing but empty 
thanks for his candid compliment. — Hah, re- 
plied I, I know that charming poet: he is the 
very flower of all our wits, and we want no- 
body now here but the hero of Parnaſſus, that 
univerſal genius, and mode of good taſte. — 
I caſily comprehend, ſaid my very good guide, 
whom you ſpeak of. He has juſt been to get 
him'elf puffed in the gazette, and is this mo- 
ment, you ſhall fee, coming into the city: 
let us go and meet him. But, adds my meta- 
morphoſed devil, as he came out of the Iſrae- 

lite's houſe, it were to be withed, for his 
ſake, that all perſons of underſtanding were of 
your opinion. They would not then leſſen 
his good qualities, by attributing to him certain 
bad ones, that are uſually found only in folks 
of my ſpecies, or in thoſe who are thought 
the moſt to reſemble us. What do you imagine 
he is coming here to do? His buſineſs is, with- 
out well concerting his ſcheme, to bite a boox- 
ſeller more crafty "than himlelf, to whom he 
has ſold a manuſcript that he wants to get out 
of his hands again. Obſerve how he proceeds. 
— Iperceive already, ſaid I; that the bookſeller 
refuſes him. — His pretended deſign, conti- | 
nued ASTAROTH, is to make ſome correc- ' 
tions to the advantage of the work : yet the- 
ſuſpicious ſhopkeeper is afraid to truſt him, and 
does it only on the condition that he {hall wiite 

them 
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them on the ſpot, without taking the copy 
away. His petulant genius, which does not give 
him time to think, makes him accept the pro- 
poſition, See him at work there: but what do 
you think he is doing? He eraſes all the beſt 
parts of the book, and ſupplies them with a few 
puerilities that have neither ſenſe nor connexion, 


He has finiſhed his deſign, and obſerve how 
| pleaſed he ſeems. Now he jokes with his 


bookſeller, and has the indiſcretion to confeſs 
what he has done, Do but obſerve thoſe two 
ironical faces! Who ever beheld ſuch a book- 
ſeller ? He returns his thanks to the impertinent 
author with as much complaiſance, as if he 
had writ the fineſt things in the world. He ſo- 
lemnly proteſts, that whatever he may be pleas'd 
to ſay, for his own part he is fo very ſenſible of 
the excellence of his alterations, that he will 
put the copy to preſs directly, and print it 
with them as ſoon as poſſible, The poet goes 
out: but ſee, he has not got ten yards before a 
ſudden reflection makes him ſtop. He perceives 


his own blunder, and conſiders that what he 
has done is as contrary to his reputation, as to 


his honour. He turns back obſerve ; but it is 
now too late. The fault is committed, and 
the mercileſs bookſeller wil! not liſten to any 


accommodation. Several perſons of diſtinction 


ſhalt for a long while uſe their intereſt in vain : 
the author will ſtoop to any. thing to obtain 
his deſire; but all will end only in his own 
confuſion, and the triumph of his bookſeller. 


But 
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But whether is he now going? He ſee ns, 


methinks, to meditate ſome ſecret journe. 
J have it now. He is to ſet out incegnito 
this evening for a neighbouring province, in 


order to engage the gazette printer to inſert in 
his news a ſtanza of a piece that he is himſelf ex- 


tremely fond of, but which the criticks 


will univerſally condemn, Let us keep all 
the way at his heels; 3 afid fee, we are already 


at the printing -houſe, where our author addreſ- 


ſes himſelf in the moſt obliging terms, to his 


very good friend the gazetteer. He tells him, 
that he enjoys a ſenſible pleaſure in his correſ- 


pondence, that his letters are the moſt ſpirited 


he receives from any body, and that his paper 


is the beſt digeſted of any now in vogue: in a 


word, well knowing the man he has to deal 


with, he honours him at laſt with the title of 
learned, though he does not even know what 
the belles-lettres mean, and is ignorant of the 
very ſituation of thoſe places he is obliged to 
mention in his hebdomadal ſheet. Obſerve the 
fawning ſycophant | Why does he not tell him, 
in.the ſame breath, that he is a very handſome 
fellow, and quite genteel ? But, ſuch a plain 
truth as that will give the gazetteer no extraor- 


dinary pleaſure. He loves flattery, eſpec ially 


from a wit, and upon the ſubie&t of his own 
parts. Now he promiſes all that the author re- 
quires of him; and to-morrow he will adver- 


tiſe, that this ſtanza is the laſt of many which. 
have been ſent to the court of a young king, 


and meſt grac'ouſly received by the hope: ] 


a monarc', 
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wonarch.— But what, ſays I, ſignifies a news- 
paper puff? Will the public, do you think, 
give credit to it? The public! anſwered my 
guide: a very pretty jeſt indeed! Do you not 
{now the public to be a ſubtile old fox, that is 
not ſo eaſily taken ? The conniſſeurs will. pene- 
trate the whole ſecret, as well as if I had ſpread 
it myſelf : and no more will be gathered from 


it, than that the gazettcer is the poet's friend; 


but as to the goodneſs of the piece, that time 


muſt determine. You and I however may pro- 


nounce the mean while, that the printed flan- 


za is not worth à farthing, and that if the 
reſt of the ode be no better, it will appear that, 
from an excellent poet, the ſieur TOLVAIR E 
is become a mere veriifier, 


By what I perceive, ſaid I to AS AROT E, 
the poet you ſpeak of is not much in your 


favour. But happily for him, you lie under 


the imputation of having a very depraved taſte, 
Your judgment will never prevail againſt that 


of a monarch, who is celebrated all over Chri- 


ſtendom for an exquiſite judgment, and who, 
they ſay, has lately honoured our author with 
a Ictter under his own hand, full of the moſt 
obliging teſtimonies of eſteem and good- will. 
Have you read the epiſtle which the ſieur de 
ToLvAIRE has juſt now addrefied to his 
majeſty in return? Can any one ſay with juf- 
tice, that it degenerates from the beauty of his 
other poems? Yet this was his laſt work ; and 
all impartial perſons muſt therefore conclude 

from 
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from it, that his muſe has not abandoned him, 

as his antagoniſts would fain make us believe. 
Where are your thoughts now, my dear 
Chevalier? replied As T ARO TH. I he piece 
you talk of is the moſt bunglingly conceived 
that can poſſibly be imagined: the poet, when 
he compoſed it, muſt have been deſtitute of all 
common ſenſe, - Who but he ever undertook 
to praiſe a ſon at the expence of a father's re- 
putation whom he loved, and whote memory 
is yet dear in his eyes? What idea muſt To- 
VAIRE have of the prince whom he flatters in 
this manner ? Does he think to enhance the 
vittues of the new monarch by treating his fa- 
ther as avaritious, unjuſt, and cruel? It is not 
my private judgment, Chevalier, that can do 
any prejudice to the reputation- of the poet you 
ſpeak of : but the opinion of all people of taſte 
muſt weigh ſomething, and they conſpire to 
regard this epiſtle as the very tomb of common 
ſenſe. It has accordingly been treated with 
the contempt it deferves: his inconſiderate zeal 
has made him at once loſe all the monarch's eſ- 
teem. He now owns the blunder that has for 
ever precluded him from the preſence of this 
prince: but what grieves him the moſt, is to 
lee himſelf fruſtrated of a very conſiderable gra- 
tuity, which he depended on receiving. His 
enemies triumph on this occaſion : I will ſhew 
you one little piece, writ by a poet, remarka- 
b'e or hs natural vein of humour, whom per- 
haps you will know by his ſtile, Read here, 
A a 3 | fir, 
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fir, faid he: at the ſame time giving me a paper, 
upon which the following verſes ' were writs 
ten. 


Why, faith, TofrvAIRE is a great man: 
Roman or Greek, deny't who can | 
For talents, none will find his equal, 
In times elaps'd, or in the ſequel. 
Inipir*d he raves in lofty metre, 
And feems all wild-fire and ſalt- petre: 
Nor epigram, nor epick ſtrain, 
Can tire his mule, or give her pain, 
For hiſt'ry he was ne'er to ſeck: 
He writes a tragedy per week. 
With heaps of philofophic letters, 
Sent in- all countries to his betters, 
All vaſtly learn'd and writ in verſe, 
He tricks up ſcience, trite and terſe; 
Poet, hiſtorian, politician 1 
Merchant, bookſeller, and phyſician, 
Comedian, uſurer, and wit, 
W hat is there but TOT VAIRE can hit? 
In NEWTod deep, he knows not why, 
He meaſures light, defines the eye: 
Of every thing the undertaker, 
Turns deiſt, empirick, and 8 
His new poetique we expect, 
Clear, comprehenſive, and correct. 
Great judge of taſte, for public profit, 
De lately ſorm'd a goddeſs of it, 
And clapp'd her in a ſhrine more odd 
1 han ever held a heathen god. 
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Religion, government, reſpect, 

He treats with ſcorn, and great neglect. 
Lock'd up for his poetic licence, 

(The Regent could not bear his ſly ſenſe) 
Suſtain'd, expos'd to footmen's laughter, 
A baſtinading theſis—after. 

Puff'd up with theſe ſtrong cauſtic lawrels, 
For greater honours now be quarrels 

A new CAPENEvUus, ere his time, 
Attacks a mortal god in rhyme. 

With ſuch a prince to make a rout, 
Whoſe elogy will live without, 

And wants no ſounding Hebrew name! 
But I have quite worn out my theme, 
And muſt conclude, ſay all we can, 
That, faith, ToLVvAIRE is a great man. 


„ EAI. et I, 6 en. . : 


Well, ſaid As TAROT E, after having given 
me time to examine this piece of ſatire, what 
do you think of our panegyrick? Who do you 
imagine to be the author of it? —If it be not 
As r AR OT H himſelf, ſaid I, I am really in- 
capable of judging, Your panegyrick, as you call 
it, is a very maſter- piece of ill- nature, and 

could be dictated only from ſome very juſt oc- 
caſion of reſentment, or by a malignant turn 
of temper that would not be pardonable in a 
mortal. But, what, added J, is the meaning 
of your baſtinading theſis, that TOLVAIRE 
ſuſtained, expoſed to the laughter of footmen ? 
It is only, ſaid he, an alluſion to a trifiing ad- 
venture, which 1s common enough among po- 
ets, whom. the muſes never inſpire with pru- 
| A a3 dence. 
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cence, He was obliged to pay a ſmall penalty 
for a fine ſatirical ſtroke on the chevalier de 
RonaN ; that was all, The chevalier had no 
taſte of raillery, and did not think. it would be- 
come him to fight a duel with a poet, whom J 
he had ſeen a page not many years before: ſo- I} 
he contented himſelf with giving up To- 
VAIRE to a good liberal drubbing, which his 
footmen infl:Etzd, himſelf ſtanding by to ſee the 
operation. This hiſtorical anecdote, tho? of 
long ſtanding, could not, you ſee, eſcape the 
memory of an animated enemy, I am even 
ſurpriſtd that he did not add to the qualities of 
mr de TOLVAIRE the title of ſmuggler ; for 
you cannot but know the accident that happe- | 
ned to him a little while ago, with regard to 
ſome pictures that he was going to ſend out of 
one country into another without paying the 
duties. Certainly, anſwered I, that adventure is, 
known to all the world: but it no otherwiſe. 
concerns the public than juſt to expoſe the ava- 
rice of the poet. Obſerve. him now riſing, 
and paying his reſpects to the company. What 
is the meaning of that precipitation ? Is any 
important affair come into his head, which. 
obliges him to run away fo abruptly ? 

Ah! Chevalier, replied my inſtructor, one. 
may eaſily perce.ve you are no poet, and that 
you do not ſo much as know what a poet is. 

A poet, ſir, is a kind of heteroclite animal, 

a very odd machine, compoſed of enthuſiaſms, 
and which moves almoſt always by fits and 

Nazis, He comes and. goes, is ina hurry,. 
26 or: 
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what reaſon, or without thinking of what he 


obtained his delire, is jmpat:ent to be gone into 
another place, His bookſeller's trick ſtill runs 
in his head: for tho' he had been uſed himſelf 
to deceive others, the ſtratagem of this citizen 
ſurpaſſes his ſubtle imagination. H- deſigns to 
pay him another viſit. and make. uſe ot freſh 
artifices: let him go by himſelf, We may 


find him again when we have a mind to it; 


that is, after I have made you acquainted with. 
ſeveral other perſons that I perceive in this city. 

He who paſſes along before us, and whoſe. 
white hair gives him a venerable aſpect, is a 
philoſophical merchant, who gilds over all his 
actions with an affected lanctity, which has ac- 
quired him much reputation among a certain. 
ſpecies of men. To hear him talk, one would. 
ſay that charity to his neighbour was the pri- 
mum mobile of all his actions: yet he never 


| lends a halfpenny but upon good pledges, which. 
he uſually keeps; and ſometimes his zeal carries. 


him ſo far, that he writes againſt the reputa- 
tion of perſons, whom he knows only upon the 
teſtimony of certain hypocrites, who impoſe on. 
his pious credulity, Blinded by intereſt, his 
governing paſſion, he lately took it in his head 


to write a panegyrick on uſury, According 


to his ſentiments, grinding the face of the. 


poor is become a holy work, meritorious in 
the man who does it, .and what will the moſt 
infallibly conduct my to heaven, This ſyſtem 

ot 
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or quite indolent, often without knowing for 


He before you, pleaſed with having 


| 


— 


2 
Ys = 


3 


S 


— — — cos AX 
— —ü—ü4ä — 22 — — " - 
R - 1 


82 


FI T 
* 


272 The Devil Hermit. 


of his has indeed drawn on his back all the 
honeſt men that know him: but, too proud to 
acknowledge his fault, and too much under 
our direction even to fee it, he obſtinately per- 
ſiſts to maintain his enormous propoſition, and 
ſpends; whole days and nights in collecting to- 
gether authorities to inſert in his writings, "that 
may at leaſt render it probable. Thatſhining coun· 
tenance that now approaches him with reſpect, 

is a mere ſpendthrift, who impoſes on our uſurer, 
and all his ſect. Forced to fly his country 
for having waſted the revenue of the prince who 
employed him, he had the good luck to take 
refuge in theſe provinces, where he found the 
ſecret of getting in with the heads of theſe 
dealers in money, and intereſting them in his 
misfortune. It is a pleaſure, Chevalier, to ſee 

with what addreſs he plucks them. 1 muſt 
own indeed, at the ſame time, that he is very 
ſerviceable to their whole cabal, as well by his 
| intereſt in his own country, as by ſome ſecret 
1 correſpondencies, which enable him to intro- 
duce prohibited books into foreign parts. Of 
w diſguiſes, there is none more advantageous 
| than the mask of devotion, A cheat that makes 
a judicious uſe of it, may repreſent all ſorts of 


characters, and be Gene 'of as many dupes as he a 
converſes with honeſt people. 

Look at that troop of humble prim phyſiog- 
| nomies : it is a collection of monks and friars, 
W - of eccleſiaſticks and ſeculars, who all together 
ö compoſe a bod, of mountebanks, that formerly 
cut out work enough for their maſters, but 
4 | cannot 
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cannot at preſent tell what courſe to take, 
Would one not imagine from their affable af- 
pets, that they were a very docile fort of 
people? Yet is there nothing more arrogant 
than theſe cabaliſts. Oſtentation is the very 
rule they go by. Under the affected outſide of 
a matchle's ds they conceal a pride 
which perſuades them that they are infallible in 
their deciſions, and much more able men than 
their ſuperiors, Beyond theſe defamatory libels, 
are a fet of malignant capmen, who inveigh 
againſt the moſt venerable perſons, Happy in 
being born with brilliant and ſubtile genius's, 
they had well nigh carried on their point a- 
gainſt their antagoniſts, Theſe latter could fly 
only with one wing, when the death of a pious 
man, of the ſociety of mountebanks, made them 
commit ſuch extravagancies that have at laſt 
unmasked them, 

Look at that full-cheſted young man, and 
obſerve how pale, meagre, and disfigured he 
appears, Scarce has he ſtrength to ſet one foot 
before the other, But a few years ago he. was 
one of the fineſt genius's in Europe, and the 
moſt familiarly acquainted with polite literature. 
He was, in a word, the delight of all men of 
taſte : but being unhappily the ſon of an enthu- 
ſiaſt, he has taken it in his head to follow his 
father's precepts of divinity, Faſts and other 
auſterities have ſo impaired his health, that he 
is little leſs than guilty of voluntary ſelf-mugs 
der, Yet, weak as he is, if you were to - ſee 
him upon the Rage of our mountebanks, you 


would 
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would be equally: furpriſed at his agility and hi? 

ſtrength. He will leap you fix foot high, and 

four of the ſtrongeſt men are not capable of 

holding him down. O wonder of wonders! | 

the utmoſt effort of his diabolical majeſty's ut= 1 
moſt art, How many foolith ſouls ſwallow the 
hook every day, and take for a divine work a 

mere tragical operation, a mere illuſion of the | 

| prince of devils! This is one of the ſubjects I + 

1 that I propoſe in time to let you thoroughly il 
into, and concerning which I have many ſur- 

priſing particulars to tell you, 

But how, faid I, ſhall we find any agree- 5 

went between faſts and auſterities, and tragi- 

cal operations? — Will you be always thus ſimn- | | 

ple? replied As TAROT H. Do you not 

know that there muſt be a ſemblance of | 

® virtue to gain the populace, and ſecure the. | 

0 

f 


confidence of honeſt citizens ? Beſides, fanatiſm 

V is a diſtemper that makes more ravage than 

the plague, Tho there are a great many hy- 

y pocrites amongſt thoſe mountebanks, there may 
be alſo ſome found, who, ſeduced by enthuſi- . 
aſm, act with ſincerity, and from an involun- 1 
tary impulſe, That large lean fellow is one 
of this number. He has ſacrificed riches, ho- ] 
nours, friends, and even reaſon itſelf, for the ] 
glory of the ſect. But it is quite otherwiſe 8 
with that plump red-faced lad, with a demure j 
countenance. That is our faithful and dear 1 
friend Le GILOT IH. Prompted too far by t 
his — ſpirit, he was obliged ſome years I 
ag? to leave France, in order to eſcape the pu- } 
. niſnment 


wee entartete: 
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 { niſhment due to bis intrigues, which were 7 
more mercenary than cabaliſtic. Fle was then 
the very humble factor of the mountebanks, a 
calling the profits of which were not equi- 
valent to the hazards. All that he acquired 
therefore was poverty; and at his arrival in 
F this country he looked like a very skeleton: 
his ragged robes declared his miſery to be moſt 
deplorable ; ; he had not even ſhoes to his feet, 
In this plight he moved the compaſſion of ſome 
tender- hearted people, Certain devout fouls, 
who go to heaven for printing invectives againſt 
others, admitted him into the number of | 
| their domeſticks; and his intriguing genius ; 
| ſoon advanced him. He became the head ſervant 
of the printing-houſe, and knew ſo well how to 
make a good uſe of his poſt, that he printed 
numbers of beoks for himſelf at his maſter's 
expence. The mask of hypocriſy for a long 
time protected him: but at laſt, the eyes of his 
ſuperiors were opened, the fraud was atteſted, 
and poor GILOTIN was turned out of doors, 
tho' with more indulgence than was due to his 
ungrateful crimes. Happily for him, he had 
already got together a good ſum of money; and, 
little concerned at what the world ſay of him, 
he purſued at his own charge what he had be- 
gun at the charge of his maſters: ſet up a print- 
ing houſe for himſelf, and gradually roſe upon 
their ruin. His intriguing genius carries him 
thro* every thing: he begins already to grow 
rich; and there is no doubt but in a little time 
he will be one of the firſt men of his pro- 
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felſion. T have many things to to tell you con- 
cerning bim: but a ſuperior power obliges me 


to leave you. I cannot ſtay a moment. Fare- 
well! You ſhall fee me again ſoon, when per- 
haps you may find me more diverting than you 


have hitherto done. 8 
As he ſpoke theſe words, As TARO TH diſ- 


appeared, without giving me time to make 


him any anſwer, or letting me know how long 
it would be bear he e. | 


F< > 
EY N 
* 
—_ K 7 
7 - * 1 — 3 
g \ 1 1 i * 
3 56 
D. . £ 
& 2 
RY 
8 * 
ww 0 0 


Printed by CHARLES IE PHSON in Vine 


Office Court, Fleei/Freet, 


ne 


ge b 


